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Introducation

Praise is to Allah; we praise Him and we seek His help and His forgiveness.
We seek refuge with Allah from the evil of our souls and from our bad deeds,
whomsoever Allah guides will never be led astray, and whomsoever is led astray,
no one can guide. | bear witness that there is none worthy of worship but Allah,
alone with no partner or associate, and that Muhammad 2 is His slave and His

Messenger.

The best words are the words of ::Allah #*and the best guidance is the
guidance of Muhammad . The worst things are those which are newly invented
for every newly invented matter is innovation and every innovation is

misguidance and every misguidance is a cause to enter the Fire.

The Noble Quran is the Book of Allah ¥ that was revealed to His servant
and Messenger Muhammad £, the final Messenger of Allah. It is the Quran that
exists in our hands today that is widespread throughout the world and printed in

mus'hafs, beginning with Surah Al-Fatihah,
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Allah says, “In the Name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially
Merciful” (Al-Fatihah: 1), “[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds™ (Al-
Fatihah: 2), and ending with Surah An-Nas.

It is this existing Quran that Allah # has guaranteed to preserve, saying,
“Indeed, it is We who sent down the message [1.e. the Quran], and indeed, We
will be its guardian™ (Al-Hijr: 9). The companions unanimously agreed that what
Is in our hands today is the Quran. It was compiled in the era of Abu Bakr Al-
Siddig (may Allah be pleased with him) in one place and copies of the Quran
were then distributed during Othman Ibn Affan's era (may Allah be pleased with
him) to different regions and countries. The companions also unanimously agreed
that this is the Quran that was revealed to Muhammad % with not a single letter
added or removed. This means that whoever claims that there is a quran other
than this Quran is a liar because it contradicts Allah’s oath of preserving the
Quran, when He says, “Indeed, it is We who sent down the message [i.e. the
Quran], and indeed, We will be its guardian™ (Al-Hijr: 9). In addition, it
contradicts the consensus of the Prophet’s # companions, whom Allah has
testified to their goodness and excellence by saying, “You are the best nation
produced [as an example] for mankind” (Ali-’Imran: 110). He also says,
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with him are forceful against
the disbelievers, merciful among themselves” (Al-Fath: 29). Allah # testified to

their truthfulness, faithfulness, and righteousness in many verses of the Quran.

This Quran is the word of Allah # and a direct discourse from Him to all
of mankind. It originates from Him # and addresses all of humanity. The Prophet
% had received this Quran and conveyed it to warn whomever it reaches. Allah %
says, “[All] praise is [due] to Allah, who has sent down upon His Servant
[Muhammad] the Book and has not made therein any deviance” (Al-Kahf: 1).
“[He has made it] straight, to warn of severe punishment from Him" (Al-Kahf:

2). Allah also says, "Blessed is He who sent down the Criterion upon His Servant



that he may be to the worlds a warner” (Al-Furgan: 1). The Book, in the first verse
and the Criterion, in the second verse, both refer to the Quran, which Allah % has

revealed to His prophet, Muhammad, as a warning to all the worlds.

Allah * also addressed His servants directly in verses such as, “O mankind,
worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may become
righteous” (Al- Bagarah: 21). “[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread
out] and the sky a ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and brought forth
thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah equals while you
know [that there is nothing similar to Him]" (Al-Bagarah: 22). This is the first
command in the Book of Allah, in which He has called all people saying, “"O
mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you™ (Al-
Bagarah: 21). "O mankind” is a calling from Allah addressing all of humanity to
whom the Prophet has been sent to convey the message of Allah %, “O mankind”
has been repeated many times in the Quran and there is no doubt that everyone
who existed since the beginning of the Prophet’s call until the last person on this
earth until the Day of Judgment has been warned and this message has been

conveyed to them.

Another example of direct discourse is the calling, "O humankind", in
which Allah % addresses every human being. Allah addresses people using the
common noun, "humankind” that includes all human beings as in the verse He
says, "O humankind! What has deceived you concerning your Lord, the
Generous” (Al-Infitar: 6) “Who created you, proportioned you, and balanced
you?” (Al-Infitar: 7) “In whatever form He willed has He assembled you" (Al-
Infitar: 8). Another example of direct discourse is "O children of Adam”, as in,
"O children of Adam, We have bestowed upon you clothing to conceal your
private parts and as adornment. But the clothing of righteousness — that is best.
That is from the signs of Allah that perhaps they will remember" (Al-A'raf: 26).
“O children of Adam, let not Satan tempt you” (Al-A’raf: 27). "O children of



Adam, take your adornment [i.e. wear your clothing] at every masjid" (Al-A'raf:

31). And there are so many other examples of this in the Quran.

Furthermore, Allah # directs His speech to His believing servants by
calling them, "O you who have believed” which is frequently repeated in the
Quran in association with commands, prohibitions, exhortations, and reminders.
For instance, Allah % says, "O you who have believed, remember the favor of
Allah upon you...” (Al-Ahzab: 9). "O you who have believed, decreed upon you
Is fasting as it was decreed upon those before you that you may become righteous"
(Al-Bagarah: 183). Moreover, there are so many other examples of this in the
Quran. It is reported that Ibn Masoud said when a man asked him for advice,
"When you hear ‘O you who have believed’, listen carefully for it is a message
to you from Allah %, It is either a command or a prohibition”. The greatest
exhortation is followed by "O you who have believed" and you should know that

you are also being addressed in this statement.

We draw from this that the Quran is a message from Allah # directed to all
people. So anyone who is of responsible age from the nation of Muhammad -to
whom the Prophet # has been sent- is included in this speech. Thus, when the
Quran reaches them then they have directly received the message of Allah. The
intermediary of transmission is the Prophet # who received the Quran and
conveyed it to people, as Allah % told him that his role is to convey the message.
He says, “Upon you is only [the duty of] notification” (Ash-Shura: 48) and He
also says, “that I may warn you thereby and whomever it [i.e. the Quran] reaches"
(Al-An’am: 19). Allah # also says, “Had it been Our Will, We could have raised
a warner in every village” (Al-Furgan: 51). “So do not obey the disbelievers, and
strive against them with it [i.e. the Quran] mightily" (Al-Furgan: 52). Had it been
Allah’s will He would have raised a warner in every village other than Prophet
Muhammad. Allah # could have sent each prophet specifically to his own nation,

as was the case in the previous messages. As for our Prophet £, he was sent to all



of mankind, including different races, creeds and it includes everyone on the face
of the earth from the time of the Prophet until the Day of Judgment. “Say, [O
Muhammad]: O mankind, indeed | am the Messenger of Allah to you all, [from
Him] to whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth” (Al-A'raf:
158). The Prophet % also said, “| swear by Allah that any Jew or Christian hears
about me, yet he does not believe in my message, he shall be among those in Hell-

Fire”.

This Quran has characteristics that distinguish it from all other books,
whether they are other Divine Books revealed by Allah or books written by
human beings. The first unique characteristic of the Quran is its miraculous nature
as it was revealed in the Arabic language and composed of the same letters,
words, and linguistic properties used by the Arabs which were also utilized by
the Prophet 2. However, Allah ¥ revealed the miraculous nature of the Quran
through its unique format, beauty, and elegance. The Quran has a style that cannot
be matched by any other human speech. Allah ¥ made this inimitability a proof
of the truthfulness of the Prophet £, as Allah % does not send prophets without
providing them with proof of their truthfulness because anyone can claim they
are a prophet and many liars have done so. These false claims will continue to be
raised until the Day of Judgment, as the Prophet £ said, “The Last Hour will not
come before the emergence of about thirty liars, each of them claiming to be a
prophet”. During the era of Prophet Muhammad %, prophethood was claimed by
some people, such as Musaylimah Al-Tamimi, Sajah, and Al-Aswad Al-Ansi and

these three were contemporaries of the Prophet .

The difference between a true prophet and a false prophet is the evidence
and proof provided by Allah * as a sign whether of their truthfulness or their
falseness. and a truthful prophet is ¥ A liar is without a doubt exposed by Allah
said, “Every Prophet was sent with # Prophet Muhammad .#% supported by Allah

miracles that led people to believe in him. As for me, I have been given Divine



£ has given to Prophet Muhammad ¥ The Quran is the miracle that Allah
It was revealed in the language of the Prophet's tribe, the ArabsThe Arabs were
told, “If you disbelieve that Muhammad is truly a messenger from Allah, then
challenge him” i.e. bring forth a book that is similar to the Quran if you are
capable. "Let them bring a discourse like it if they are truthful” (At-Tur: 34). If
you can bring a discourse similar to the Quran in terms of form, beauty, and depth
of meaning then this will support your argument that Muhammad is not a true
prophet. But, if you fail to compete with this Quran that is transmitted through a
human like yourselves, then this is proof that Muhammad is a true Messenger
whom Allah #* supported with this miracle that cannot be produced by a human
being. The Arabs were almost the only nation in the world that established
markets for speech criticism and the search for the best poetry and prose. The
mastery and perfection of speech were highly esteemed amongst the Arabs. They
had great skills in this area and paid great attention to mastering prose and poetry.
Allah # challenged those proficient Arabs to produce something similar to this
Quran and made it clear to them that if they failed the challenge, then they must

know that this Book is indeed a revelation from Allah .

The Arabs of Quraysh brought forth one of their most-esteemed critics, Al-
Walid bin Al-Mughirah to critique the Quran in the presence of the delegations
of Arabs in an attempt to prevent them from hearing and believing in the message
of Prophet Muhammad 2. The Arabs thought he would be able to tell them that
this Quran is nothing but poetry. However, he then replied to them saying: “We
certainly know what actual poetry is, whether they are simple poems or
complicated ones. But I swear this (i.e. the Quran), is no poetry, as it does not
abide by any of the rules of poetry nor its meters”. The Arabs responded: “Then

it must be from the occult sciences of magic”. He replied: “We know the murmurs



of priests, their assonance and rhyme. The Quran does not resemble it, as its
words are beautifully sweet and joyful. It is like a tree, where its top is filled with
fruits, and its bottom is watered abundantly. The Quran destroys what is beneath
it, and it prevails above all other discourses and you could never find a speech

that prevails over it, whether in its format or its clarity”.

Indeed, as Allah stated, the Arabs were unable to produce any text that was
remotely comparable to the Quran(l. The failure to devise something similar
indicates, rather it is the greatest indication of the truthfulness of Prophet
Muhammad #£. Allah, % had already told the Arabs that they would be unable to
do it, saying, "If you are in doubt about what We have sent down upon Our
Servant [Muhammad]" (Al-Bagarah: 23), i.e. if you doubt that he is a true Prophet
and that the Quran is divine revelation, "then produce a surah similar to it and
invoke your witnesses [helpers] other than Allah if you are truthful” (Al-Bagarah:
23). Allah * challenged them gradually by reducing the requirement in each
phase. First, He challenged them to produce a whole Quran, "Let them bring a
discourse like it, if they are truthful." (At-Tur: 34), then he eased the challenge to
ten surahs, saying: “Then bring ten forged surahs like it” (Hud: 13); forged here
means that the surahs would be from their fabrication and invention. In the third
and final phase they were challenged to produce only one surah, “Then bring forth
a surah like it" (Yunus: 38). Allah # also said to them in Surah Al-Bagarah, "If
you are in doubt about what We have sent down upon Our Servant [Muhammad],
then produce a surah similar to it” (Al-Bagarah: 23), and again they failed to do
so. Allah # told them, “But if you failed to do it and you will surely fail, then fear
the Fire, the fuel of which is men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers” (Al-
Bagarah: 24). Allah # frightened them with the consequences of denying the
Quran, which is Hell, as Allah # says, “... and whoever disbelieves in it [the
Quran] from [various] factions - the Fire will be his promised destination. ...”

(Hud: 17). “Whoever” is a general expression, “disbelieves in it from [various]



factions”, i.e. from any of the nations and communities that the Prophet £ was
sent to warn, “the Fire will be his promised destination™. This is a threat and a

warning from Allah # that whoever disbelieves shall be cast to Hell.

Allah #* declared that indeed no one could ever produce a book comparable
to the Quran, as He says, “Say, "If mankind and the jinn gathered in order to
produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like of it, even if they
were to each other assistants.” (Al-Isra: 77). The challenge lies in the format and
wording of the Quran itself. Allah is challenging the denying Arabs to produce a
text similar to the Quran in its format, eloquence, clarity, and depth. It is important
to note that the challenge is to produce a comparable discourse in terms of its

linguistic properties and format and not in its subject matters.

The depth of meaning in the Quran is undoubtedly another confirmation
that the Quran was definitely revealed by Allah # and there is various proof that
confirms this. For example, the subject matters addressed in the Quran could only
be conceived by Allah % as no man at the time of Prophet Muhammad % or even
after his death was capable of producing such a text. No one had the ability to
discuss the subjects of the Quran as eloquently as Allah # because no one
possessed any knowledge of the facts that the Quran discussed. All the subjects
addressed in the Quran assert that it is indeed divine revelation and could not have

been devised by the Prophet.

The first of these subjects is Allah’s % description of Himself in the Quran
because undoubtedly there is no one who knows Allah as He knows Himself.
Allah % described Himself in the Quran saying: "Say: He is Allah, the One (1).
Allah, the Eternal Refuge (2). He neither begets nor is born (3). And there is no
equivalent to Him (4)" (Al-Ikhlas: 1-4). He also says, “Allah - there is no deity
except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither drowsiness

overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the



earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission? He knows
what is [presently] before them and what will be after them, and they encompass
not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His Seat extends over the
heavens and the earth, and their preservation never tires Him. He is the Most
High, the Most Great” (Al-Bagarah: 255).

However, the nation of Prophet Muhammad % had an extremely distorted idea
of the nature of God. They believed that Allah #;, the Creator of the heavens and
the earth, The Governor of the universe, was married to the jinn. They also
believed that the angels were females and were presented to Him. They believed
He only had knowledge of what they would say aloud, while their secrets were
hidden from Him. Their idea of God was indeed ridiculous. They thought that
Allah lacked wisdom and that He created everything in vain. They also did not
believe in the afterlife; they thought there would be no judge, nor would there be

any reward for the righteous or any punishment for the sinner.

In addition to the Prophet’s tribe, numerous other nations had different
beliefs regarding the nature of god. They attributed to their gods a set of defects
and imperfections, such as worshiping multiple gods that clash with one another.
Others worshiped celestial bodies such as the sun, or the moon, or the stars, or
any other being that can neither benefit nor harm itself or any of its worshippers
for that matter. The Christian notion of God was even more atrocious. They
believed that God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, was made up of three
hypostasis or three natures, the God the Father, the Son who emerged from the
Father, and the Holy Spirit that emerged from the Father and the Son. Even
though they acknowledge that Isa was a weak human, that ate and drank, and felt
fear. They also believe he was treated unjustly, captured and taken to be crucified

on the cross.



Even the Jews distorted the image of God in the Torah and included
For example, they claimed that Allah creates .% disgraceful descriptions of God
His creations and then gets tired and needs to relax, or that He walks in the light
of day, or that He is forgetful, apologetic, and ignorant of the actions of His
creations. For instance, the first chapter of the Gospel states, "As the Lord God
was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, He heard some sound (along
the road). He then called on Adam asking, ‘Where are you?’ Adam replied, ‘I am
hiding here behind the tree’. God asked, ‘Why are you hiding from me?’ He
replied, ‘Because I am nakedGod said, ‘Who told you that you are naked? Have
you eaten from the tree that [ commanded you not to eat from?’ Adam said, ‘The
woman you put here with me is the one who seduced me to do so’” (Genesis 3:8).
They attribute this nonsense to God # and assume He is a god who is unaware of
what occurs within His realm, specifically in His own paradise. They assume God
Is unaware whether or not Adam has disobeyed him and why he did so and He
needs to confirm this by interrogating Adam. They also believe that Yaqub
wrestled with God and won over him. It is a sickening idea of God indeed and

.% the most erroneous description of the true nature of God

As for the Quran, it was sent to refute such demeaning claims and to correct
their distorted beliefs regarding God. The Quran provided the appropriate
description of God # Who is the Creator of the heavens and earth and Who
established Himself on the Throne. He is the One Who dominates all creatures
and has knowledge of every atom in this universe as He is the All-Seeing and the
All-Hearing. Allah % says, “With Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows
them except Him. He knows what is on the land and sea. No leaf falls but He
knows it, and no grain within the darkness of the earth, no moist or dry [thing],
but is [written] in a clear record” (Al-An’am: 59). Allah described Himself in the
Quran as The Lord, The Most Beneficent, The Most Merciful, The King of the

heavens and the earth, “Indeed, your Lord is Allah, who created the heavens and



earth in six days and then established Himself above the Throne. He covers the
night with the day, (another night) chasing it rapidly; and (He created) the sun,
the moon, and the stars, subjected by His command. Unguestionably, His is the
creation and the command; blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds” (Al-A’raf: 54).
Therefore, it is impossible for human beings with their limited cognitive ability
to imagine God, the Creator, the way He describes Himself in the Quran. For that
reason, there is no chance that Prophet Muhammad %, who was illiterate, wrote
such a Book. Moreover, if all of mankind were to come together to discuss other
subjects that are included in the Quran, such as those concerning faith,
legalization, rights, beneficence, or morals they would also fail. Allah says, "And
it was not [possible] for this Quran to be produced by other than Allah™ (Yunus:
37).

The Quran was revealed by Allah % and that is evident in the fact that it
narrates many details from the unseen past of the people of previous scriptures.
The Quran was sent down to confirm parts of what the other scriptures included
and to deny the parts which were distorted by addition or omission. The Quran
narrated the stories of the past Prophets and Messengers, such as the detailed
stories of Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, Isa, and Yusuf. For instance, in these verses
Allah mentions details that were unknown to many, “And you were not with them
when they put together their plan while they conspired" (Yusuf: 102). “That is
from the news of the unseen which We reveal to you, (O Muhammad). And you
were not with them when they cast their pens as to which of them should be
responsible for Mary. Nor were you with them when they disputed” (Ali-’Imran:
44). The Quran mentions when lots were drawn to decide who would be
responsible for Maryam and only certain scholars amongst the Christians are
aware of this detail. Prophet Muhammad  revealed such minute details that were

previously unknown, which is indeed a sign that he is truthful and honest. Allah



says, “And has it not been a sign to them that it is recognized by the scholars of
the Children of Israel?” (Ash-Shu’ara: 197).

This Quran is a reminder to all the worlds and all creatures, “It is but a
reminder to the worlds” (Sad: 87). “And you will surely know (the truth of) its
information after a time” (Sad: 88). The Quran was able to reach all horizons,
from the East to the West, and it continues to exist as Allah’s living Book. The
miracles of the Quran are everlasting and through it, Allah # will make an
argument against His slaves.

The Quran also revealed numerous events in the future that were yet to take
place and they occurred in the same way they were narrated in the Quran. The
Quran declares that Prophet Muhammad will be victorious, and his nation shall
last, while other religions will perish. Allah says, “It is He who sent His
Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to manifest it over all religion.
And sufficient is Allah as Witness” (Al-Fath: 28). Allah # also says, “Certainly
has Allah showed to His Messenger the vision (i.e. dream) in truth. You will
surely enter al-Masjid ::al-Haram, if Allah wills, in safety, with your heads
shaved and (hair) shortened, not fearing (anyone). He knew what you did not
know and has arranged before that a conquest near (at hand)” (Al-Fath: 27). This
verse was revealed in the sixth year after migration when Prophet Muhammad
was returning from the expedition of al-Hudaybiyyah. The event occurred just as
it was revealed in the Quran and the Prophet returned victorious to Mecca after
seven years of his migration to Medina.

Allah #* also revealed in the Quran facts about the creatures He created.
The Quran discusses various signs in the architecture of the heavens and the earth,
the creation of mountains, trees, plants, human beings, clouds, rain, thunder,
lightning, and the location of the stars. He has also revealed numerous minute and
accurate details about these creatures, which people at the time of the Prophet
were ignorant of, or at least they were not fully aware of in the way revealed by

the Quran. When science and technology developed people were able to confirm



these truths through the use of their advanced machines and technology. Allah %
says, “And it was not (possible) for this Quran to be produced by other than
Allah” (Yunus: 37). This is evident proof that Prophet Muhammad was truthful,
as he was an illiterate man that could not read nor write.

Another proof that this Quran is indeed from Allah #* is the verbal
similarity found in numerous verses in the Holy Quran. The Quran has more than
six thousand verses, among them are two thousand verses that are similar in their
wording and meaning. This similarity comes in various forms, it could be a
complete similarity, where the verse is repeated entirely in another position, or it
could be the repetition of a single word, or an exact repetition with a change in
two or three words. This phenomenon makes up the third of the Quran. This
similarity in wording increases the difficulty in perfecting the memorization of
the Quran and entails a high skill in memorization, concentration, and intelligence
to recount similar verses that belong to different positions or surahs. Prophet
Muhammad is an illiterate man who could not read nor write. Angel Jibreel used
to recite the verses to Prophet Muhammad and he would instantly memorize
them. Ibn Abbas narrated that, “The Prophet % used to suffer a great deal of
hardship when the Revelation came to him, and he used to move his lips", i.e.
when Revelation came to him, the Prophet would move his lips to remember it
and as not to forget. Allah # says, “And, (O Muhammad), do not hasten with
(recitation of) the Quran before its revelation is completed to you, and say, "My
Lord, increase me in knowledge™ (Taha: 114). Allah is telling the Prophet not to
recite it until Jibreel completes its revelation. Allah % says, “Move not your
tongue with it, (O Muhammad), to hasten with it (i.e. recitation of the Quran.
Indeed, upon Us is its collection (in your heart) and (to make possible) its
recitation” (Al-Qiyamah: 17). “So when We have recited it (through Gabriel),
then follow its recitation” (Al-Qiyamah: 18). “Then upon Us is its clarification
(to you)” (Al-Qiyamah: 19). Allah # is telling Prophet Muhammad % that it is



upon Allah to make him memorize the Quran in his chest and to make it possible
from him to recite it.

The one whom Allah # has blessed to memorize the Qur’an knows how
difficult it is to memorize it, and to follow up with it regularly through revision,

as Prophet Muhammad % said,

Prophet Muhammad memorized the Quran as soon as
it was revealed to him and did not need to document it in writing. He would then
recite it to his companions although he lived and died as an illiterate man who
could not read nor write; he was the teacher of all mankind. Prophet Muhammad’s
£ ability to collect the Quran with its verbal similarities proves that this Quran is
indeed from Allah %, As it is indeed a miracle that Prophet Muhammad was able
to memorize the Quran in this exact order and he was the reference to his
companions.

Another property of the Quran is that regardless of how many times it is
read, it does not become dreary. This quality is lacking in all other discourses; if
one were to read the same text twice or thrice one would feel disinterested, let
alone if it was read one hundred times or even one thousand it would cause
anguish. Even when reading a wonderful novel one would not be able to reread
it, and if it was reread twice or thrice it would not be as enjoyable as reading it
for the first time. So how is it possible to recite a text more than a thousand times,
and still enjoy it, yearn for it, ponder upon new meanings and dive into the depths
of its expressions? It is indeed a property of the Quran. Prophet Muhammad =
said, So regardless of how many
times the Quran is read, it will never be worn out; i.e. the more it is read by the
people of the Quran the more they fall in love with it. Its wonders never come to

an end and every time it is read, it seems as if it is being recited for the first time.



Furthermore, the Quran is a discourse of power and glory. This property
makes it unique from any other speech and any other book. It is a speech of glory
from the Lord, the Mighty, the Highly-Exalted over His slaves. Allah is not in
need of any of His creations as He is their Lord, their God, and their Creator. He
commands them, intimidates them, and threatens them. He has the power to fulfill
His promise and His threat upon His creations and possessions. You cannot find
another book or another author who is as glorious as the Holy Quran and Allah
%, At the beginning of Surah Az-Zumar, Allah # says, “The revelation of the
Book (i.e. the Quran) is from Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Wise” (Az-Zumar:
1). “Indeed, We have sent down to you the Book, (O Muhammad), in truth. So
worship Allah, (being) sincere to Him in religion” (Az-Zumar: 2). At the
beginning of Surah An-Nur, “(This is) a surah which We have sent down and
made (that within it) obligatory and revealed therein verses of clear evidence that
you might remember” (An-Nur: 1). At the beginning of Surah Al-Furgan,
“blessed i1s He who sent down the Criterion upon His Servant that he may be to
the worlds a warner" (Al-Furan: 1). “He to whom belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth and who has not taken a son and has not had a partner in
dominion and has created each thing and determined it with (precise)
determination” (Al-Furan: 2). At the beginning of Surah Al-Kahf, “(All) praise is
(due) to Allah, who has sent down upon His Servant [Muhammad %] the Book
and has not made therein any deviance” (Al-Kahf: 1). “(He has made it) straight,
to warn of severe punishment from Him and to give good tidings to the believers
who do righteous deeds that they will have a good reward (i.e., Paradise)” (Al-
Kahf: 2). “In which they will remain forever” (Al-Kahf: 3), “and to warn those
who say, ‘Allah has taken a son’” (Al-Kahf: 4). “They have no knowledge of
it, nor had their fathers. Grave is the word that comes out of their mouths; they
speak not except a lie”” (Al-Kahf: 5). Similarly, when the Quran is read, it is clear
that indeed it is from Allah, the Mighty, and the Wise. It also becomes clear that

Allah ¥ is directing His speech to His slaves, commanding them to do certain



things and forbidding them from others. He threatens the sinners and shows
kindness to those who are righteous.

Allah # also says, “O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely
(and perfectly) and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a
clear enemy” (Al-Bagarah: 208). “But if you slip (i.e. deviate) after clear proofs
have come to you, then know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise” (Al-
Bagarah: 209). “Do they await but that Allah should come to them in covers of
clouds and the angels (as well) and the matter is (then) decided? And to Allah
(all) matters are returned” (Al-Bagarah: 210). “Ask the Children of Israel how
many a sign of evidence We have given them. And whoever exchanges the favor
of Allah (for disbelief) after it has come to him - then indeed, Allah is severe in
penalty” (Al-Bagarah: 211). Allah ¥ is addressing the believers, however, it is an
intimidating and threatening calling, “O you who have believed, enter into Islam
completely (and perfectly)”. This verse means to follow the legislations of Islam
completely and perfectly. “And do not follow the footsteps of Satan™. “Indeed,
he is to you a clear enemy”. “But if you slip (i.e. deviate) after clear proofs have
come to you, then know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise” These verses
are a warning not to follow the deviated path of Satan. They also serve as a
warning to those who commit sins intentionally after they have received clear
proof. “Do they await but that Allah should come to them in covers of clouds and
the angels (as well)”. This is also a warning from Allah % and a reminder that the
Day of Resurrection could be near. It is the Day all of mankind will be brought
forth to be judged for their actions. On this Day, the angels in the first sky would
come and surround the people in the land of resurrection and gathering, then the
angels of the second sky would come and circle those people, following them are
the angels of the third sky until they reach the seventh sky. Allah # will then judge
them and on that Day there will be no chances given, as all chances would have
ended by their death. Then He mentions the Children of Israel, “Ask the Children

of Israel how many a sign of evidence We have given them. And whoever



exchanges the favor of Allah (for disbelief) after it has come to him - then indeed,
Allah is severe in penalty” (Al-Bagarah: 211).

In addition to the Quran being a discourse of glory, it is also a message of
mercy. Allah # directs this message to all of His slaves, as He is the Lord, the
Mighty, and the Predominate who could never be dominated by anyone. The
Quran is a speech of mercy to believers. Numerous verses indicate the mercy of
Allah in the Quran in terms of guidance, exhortation, and kindness in speech. For
example, Allah % commanded His the believers to donate their money for the
sake of Allah %, as He says, “O you who have believed, spend from that which
We have provided for you before there comes a Day in which there is no exchange
(i.e., ransom) and no friendship and no intercession. And the disbelievers - they
are the wrongdoers” (Al-Bagarah: 254). The speech is kind and Allah * bestowed
upon them the most beloved and honorable title, “O you who have believed”. He
Is encouraging them to spend for this belief as they themselves are honored by
Allah by being called believers. Allah ¥ says, “Spend from that which We have
provided for you”, i.e. the believers should donate a portion of what Allah, the
Provider has provided for them, “before there comes a Day in which there is no
exchange (i.e., ransom) and no friendship and no intercession” (Al-Bagarah:
254).

Allah #* is urging them to donate by providing reasons to ease the action of
spending their wealth. He informs them that donating will benefit them on the
Day of Resurrection, while they will not benefit from simply having the money
on this Day, as the moment they die, they lose all connection to their money.
“Indeed, it is We who will inherit the earth and whoever is on it, and to Us, they
will be returned” (Maryam: 40). People will not be able to benefit from their
wealth after their death because it will be passed down to their inheritors. It will
only be of benefit to them during their lifetime. Allah # says, “\Who is it that
would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him many times over?

And it is Allah who withholds and grants abundance, and to Him, you will be



returned” (Al-Bagarah: 245). Allah # is calling His slaves and asking them,
“Would loan Allah a goodly loan?” This is another extremely kind and gentle
prompt from Allah # to encourage the believers to donate. He reminds them that
the money they will give to charity was initially provided by Allah % and that
Allah # will increase their money and multiply it if they spend it for His sake. He
says, “So, He may multiply it for him many times over?” (Al-Bagarah: 245) If a
person donates a single dinar then in return they will be rewarded and it will be
multiplied tenfold and then seven hundred times more. He says, “And it is Allah
who withholds and grants abundance, and to Him, you will be returned” (Al-
Bagarah: 245).

There are multiple reasons as to why Allah % sent down this Quran to
Prophet Muhammad #. The first objective of the Holy Quran is to warn all
creations. “Blessed is He who sent down the Criterion upon His Servant that he
may be to the worlds a warner” (Al-Furgan: 1). It is a warning to the worlds and
to all nations whom Prophet Muhammad % was sent to deliver this message. This
warning should drive them to fear the severe punishment that awaits those who
do not believe in the Prophet £ and the Quran. It is also threatening to those who
fail to follow the path of Allah ¥ that was set for them. Allah * also says, “And
if We had willed, We could have sent into every city a warner” (Al-Furan; 51).
“So do not obey the disbelievers, and strive against them with it (i.e. the Quran)

a great striving” (Al-Furan: 52).

Allah # has sent down this Quran to give glad tidings and to inform the
believers of what awaits them as a reward for their faith, piousness, and for
following the path of Allah #%. The phrase “glad tidings” is mentioned in
numerous verses in the Holy Quran, for example, He says, “Whoever does
righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer - We will surely
cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward (in the

Hereafter) according to the best of what they used to do” (An-Nahl: 97). He also



says, “...and if there should come to you guidance from Me - then whoever
follows My guidance will neither go astray (in the world) nor suffer (in the
Hereafter)” (Taha: 123). “And whoever turns away from My remembrance -
indeed, he will have a depressed (i.e. difficult) life, and We will gather (i.e. raise)
him on the Day of Resurrection blind” (Taha: 124). “He will say, ‘My Lord, why
have you raised me blind while I was (once) seeing?” (Taha: 125) “(Allah) will
say, ‘Thus did Our signs come to you, and you forgot (i.e. disregarded) them; and
thus will you this Day be forgotten” (Taha: 126). This is a direct warning from
Allah # and it is also news given straight from Allah to His creations, rather than
a speech given by :Allah in the words of the Prophet £. When this announcement
comes directly from Allah #* it has a far greater impact. It is also more eloguent
than if it were to be formulated in the words of Prophet £.

The Holy Quran was also sent down to guide all the worlds. This means
that Allah # has wished to guide all of mankind by showing them the correct and
straight path. Allah clarified the true meaning of monotheism to them, as well as
what it means to believe in Him. Allah % says, “The month of Ramadan (is that)
in which was revealed the Quran...” (Al-Bagarah: 185). Then He described the
Quran as, “A guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance and criterion”
(Al-Bagarah: 185). The Quran has facilitated and clarified the path to Allah #
through instructions and explanations, so no one can make excuses and say, “I

did not know about the path of Allah™ because it is clear and evident in the Quran.

Other than the role of this Holy Book as a guide to all nations it also directly
addresses the people of faith. It is a direct message from Allah % that will open
the hearts of those who follow this path to true faith. This specific guidance
includes several meanings, the first being that it transitions the people of faith
from one reality to another. It transforms them from being unbelievers to a life of
light and faith as believers. They are guided by the messages Allah # delivers to

them including messages of mercy, admonition, beautifying obligations, and



warnings of falling into sin. “And thus We have revealed to you an inspiration of
Our command (i.e. the Quran). You did not know what is the Book or (what is)
faith, but We have made it a light by which We guide whom We will of Our
servants. And indeed, (O Muhammad), you guide to a straight path” (Ash-Shuraa:
52). “The path of Allah, to whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on the earth. Unquestionably, to Allah do (all) matters evolve (i.e.
return)” (Ash-Shuraa: 53). Allah % is comparing the Quran to a spirit or an
inspiration. Through the Quran, Allah # revives the dead hearts, clears by it the
deaf ears, and opens the blind eyes of those who have strayed from the true path.
Allah % has informed mankind that He made the Quran a book of light. He guides
with the Quran whomever He wishes to guide to His path. Only a specific group
of His slaves will be guided by it and it will transform them completely. While
for the general public “it is upon them blindness...” (Fussilat: 44). “And thus We
have revealed to you an inspiration of Our command...”. This verse also indicates
that before this revelation was sent to Prophet Muhammad £, he was ignorant of
this righteous religion and the legislations that Allah # later revealed to him.
Allah # also says,

“Ya, Seen (1). By the wise Quran (2), Indeed you, (O Muhammad), are from
among the messengers (3), On a straight path (4). (This is) a revelation of the
Exalted in Might, the Merciful (5), That you may warn a people whose forefathers
were not warned, so they are unaware (6). Already the word (i.e. decree) has come
into effect upon most of them, so they do not believe (7). Indeed, We have put
shackles on their necks, and they are to their chins, so they are with heads (kept)
aloft (8). And We have put before them a barrier and behind them a barrier and
covered them, so they do not see (9). And it is all the same for them whether you
warn them or do not warn them - they will not believe (10). You can only warn
one who follows the message and fears the Most Merciful unseen. So give him

good tidings of forgiveness and noble reward (11)” (Ya-Sin: 1-11).



The Quran is a great warning from Allah #; however, it will not benefit the
unbelievers. Those who benefit from it are the ones whom Allah # has guided,
including those who have followed the faith. This meaning was established in
another chapter, in Surah Al-Bagarah; He says, “Alif, Lam, Meem” (Al-Bagarah:
1). “This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those
conscious of Allah™ (Al-Bagarah: 2). The ones who are conscious of Allah are
the ones who will be guided, and they are described as, “those who believe in the
unseen, establish prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for them” (Al-
Bagarah: 3), “And who believe in what has been revealed to you, (O Muhammad),
and what was revealed before you, and of the Hereafter, they are certain (in faith)”
(Al-Bagarah: 4). “Those are upon (right) guidance from their Lord, and it is those
who are the successful” (Al-Bagarah: 5). These are the attributes of those who
are conscious of Allah # and receive guidance from Him. They are “upon (right)
guidance from their Lord”, which means they are guided by Him. In this verse,

the preposition “upon” indicates that they are firm upon His guidance.

Another purpose of the Holy Quran is to refute falsehood. The Quran was
revealed in excerpts during the twenty-three years of Muhammad’s prophethood.
On certain occasions, he would receive three verses, at others he would receive a
single verse, or a part of a verse, or a word, or even a complete chapter. However,
the disbelievers opposed the way the Quran was revealed. Allah says, “And those
who disbelieve say, "Why was the Quran not revealed to him all at once?” (Al-
Furgan: 32). Why was the Quran not revealed to Prophet Muhammad # all at
once? Allah % says, “Thus (it is) that We may strengthen thereby your heart” (Al-
Furgan: 32). This is the meaning of, “And We have spaced it distinctly” (Al-
Furgan: 32). The Quran was revealed gradually in excerpts. Allah says, “And
they do not come to you with an example (i.e. argument) except that We bring
you the truth and the best explanation” (Al-Furgan: 33). The unbelievers would

bring forth arguments that are then refuted by the Quran. For example, the core



value of the Quran is monotheism and it completely rejects polytheism that was
spread amongst the Arabs of that time. Every creed and every doubt that the
unbelievers brought up to deny the truth, Allah % would send verses that clear up

these misconceptions and this continued throughout his prophethood .

In addition, the Quran refutes the falsities of other monotheistic religions
and non-religious beliefs. It revokes the doubts that were created by the Jews. It
also discloses their scandals, disgraceful acts, and arguments. Likewise, the
Quran reveals the falsehoods of Christianity; it discusses their false creed and
legislations and clarifies the truth. The Quran also revokes atheists and
materialists, as they do not believe in God, the Lord, or the Creator of this
universe. They live their lives believing that they were created without a creator
and that they shall die and will not be judged, nor will they be resurrected. This
ideology is very much well spread among the masses at all times and ages; hence

the Quran refutes them by clarifying the falsehood behind their beliefs.

Another purpose of the Quran is so that mankind does not establish a case
against Allah %, He says, “..so that mankind will have no argument against Allah
after the messengers...” (An-Nisa: 165). There is no room for doubt in the way
the Quran was revealed, the way Allah # clarified it, and how He sent it with
guidance to all of mankind. It allows no room for anyone who has received the
message to make up excuses. Allah # says, “Thus, (O Muhammad), We relate to
you from the news of what has preceded. And We have certainly given you from
Us a message (i.e. the Quran)” (Taha: 99). “Whoever turns away from it - then
indeed, he will bear on the Day of Resurrection a burden (i.e. great sin)” (Taha:
100). “(Abiding) eternally therein, and evil it is for them on the Day of
Resurrection as a load” (Taha: 101). Those who turn away from the Quran will
bear a heavy burden of sins on the Day of Resurrection. This burden will be

carried for all of eternity and will never be removed. Even if they had the earth’s



capacity of gold as ransom for themselves, they would not be able to discard it
because on the Day of Resurrection, there will be no intercession, substitution, or
death. They would certainly wish for death on this Day, but they will not get to
taste it. So, whoever turns away after the Quran established this message with

explanations, clarifications, and arguments, certainly no one will be pardoned.

This Book has been made easy to understand and to apply for all of
humanity, “And We have certainly made the Quran easy for remembrance, so is
there any who will remember?”” (Al-Qamar: 17). It is easy for Arabic speakers to
understand the message of Allah #. Although the Quran is in Arabic, Allah % has
made it easy to comprehend as it is not a book of logic or philosophy that only
experts of those fields would be able to comprehend. Allah % has made it simple,
so anyone who has basic knowledge of the language would be able to understand
the Book of Allah # and would be able to learn about Him. For example, Allah #
says, "Say: He is Allah, the One (1). Allah, the Eternal Refuge (2). He neither
begets nor is born (3). And there is no equivalent to Him (4)" (Al-lkhlas: 1-4).
Indeed, these are clear and understandable verses that describe Allah % which can
be comprehended and understood by everyone and the Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad # provides explanations and details regarding the matters and

legislations.

The Holy Quran also serves as the miracle of Prophet Muhammad % sent
down by Allah # to prove the truthfulness of his message and prophethood. This
miracle is everlasting proof, unlike the miracles of the previous prophets that were
only witnessed by the people of that specific time. The Quran, on the other hand,
Is a visual and an audial miracle that has existed since the time of Prophet
Muhammad % and will continue to exist until Allah % wills it to be lifted from
the earth. To those who wish to receive a sign from Allah % and wonder why

Allah did not send a compelling and overpowering sign similar to the previous



prophets, such as, the staff of Moses, Allah % responds and says, “Is it not
sufficient for them that We revealed to you the Book (i.e. the Quran) which is
recited to them? Indeed in that is a mercy and reminder for a people who believe”
(Al-'Ankabut: 51). This Book is the greatest miracle that was ever granted to any
prophet. The Prophet # also said, “There has never been a Prophet amongst the
prophets who was not bestowed with a sign amongst the signs which were
bestowed (on the earlier prophets). Human beings believed in it and verily | have
been conferred upon revelation (the Holy Quran) which Allah revealed to me. |
hope that I will have the greatest following on the Day of Resurrection”. Hence,
Prophet Muhammad % had the greatest number of followers and supporters

because Allah # bestowed upon him the Holy Quran.

The final objective of revelation is to compensate and reward the believers.
The Quran is surely a great reward and the reward is when you believe in it, stand
and recite it in prayer, memorize it, appreciate it, and pay attention to it. The
believer is rewarded with any of these forms of attachment to the Quran and the
least of the rewards is reciting it, as Prophet Muhammad % said, "\Vhoever recites
a letter from the Book of Allah, he will be credited with a good deed, and a good
deed gets a ten-fold reward. | do not say that Alif-Lam-Mim is one letter, but Alif
Is a letter, Lam is a letter and Mim is a letter”. This is certainly a great reward for
those who read the Quran. Even the ones who face difficulty in reciting the Quran
get rewarded, Prophet Muhammad % said, “The one who is proficient in the
recitation of the Quran will be with the honorable and obedient scribes (angels)
and he who recites the Quran and finds it difficult to recite, doing his best to recite
it in the best way possible, will have two rewards"”. Prophet Muhammad also
says, “The one who was devoted to the Quran will be told on the Day of
Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to recite when you were
in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you recite™. On the Day of

Resurrection, those who used to recite the Quran are commanded to read and



recite it as they were ordered by Allah %. They will ascend in Paradise and their
rank will be based on the last verse they recited. Some scholars said that the
number of ranks in Paradise equals the verses of the Quran. Then it seems like
those who memorize the Quran will be at the highest rank, but only Allah knows.
“Rather, it (i.e. the Quran) is distinct verses (preserved) within the breasts of those
who have been given knowledge” (Al-'Ankabut: 49).

Allah # confirms that those who know about the Quran will be raised in
rank, as He says, “Allah will raise those who have believed among you and those
who were given knowledge, by degrees” (Al-Mujadilah: 11). Knowledge of this
Book is the truth and it is more honorable and higher in status than any other form
of knowledge. Hence, Prophet Muhammad £ said, "Envy is justified in regards
to two types of persons only: a man whom Allah has given knowledge of the
Quran, and so he recites it during the night and during the day; and a man whom
Allah has given wealth and so he spends from it during the night and during the
day". This is the one who should be envied or the one whom people should wish
to become, without wishing for their blessings to be taken away from them.
Envying a person and wishing that their blessings are taken away from them is
unlawful and disapproved in Islam, while the desire to be blessed with the same
blessings as another person without wishing for the termination of their good
fortune is permissible, and Allah will later reward those who do not gain the
blessings they wished for in this life. Prophet Muhammad also said, "Envy is
permitted only in two cases: A man whom Allah gives wealth, and he disposes of
it rightfully”, whether it is through acts of charity or humanitarianism that are
beloved to Allah %, "Envy is justified in regards to two types of persons only: a
man whom Allah has given knowledge of the Quran, and so he recites it during
the night and during the day”. The man who fills his entire time with reciting the
Quran whether he applies what he reads or stands and recites it in prayer is envied
because standing and reciting the Quran during prayer is one of the most

honorable acts. Allah % says, “Their sides part (i.e. they arise) from (their) beds;



they supplicate their Lord in fear and aspiration, and from what We have provided
them, they spend” (As-Sajdah: 16). “And no soul knows what has been hidden
for them of comfort for eyes (i.e. satisfaction) as reward for what they used to do”
(As-Sajdah: 17). Allah # clarified further regarding those who stand in prayer,
“Is one who is devoutly obedient during periods of the night, prostrating and
standing (in prayer), fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord,
(like one who does not)? Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do not
know?" Only they will remember (who are) people of understanding.” (Az-
Zumar: 9). The scholars and the people of knowledge are the most honorable and
most esteemed of people in society. Prophet Muhammad %2 said, “The best
amongst you is the one who learns the Quran and teaches it". He also said,
"Verily, Allah elevates some people with this Quran and abases others”. Allah %
elevates some people when they adhere to this Quran and learn it. Prophet
Muhammad also % used to elevate them in this life before their elevation in the
Hereafter. Whenever a delegation used to come to Prophet Muhammad £, he
would inquire about the one who memorizes the Quran more than the others and
then he would make him a commander and place him in charge. The Prophet %
also indicated that, “the person who is best versed in the recitation of the Book of

Allah, should lead the prayer”.

The Quran is a reward for those who recite it and follow its teachings and
for that reason Allah % enjoined Prophet Muhammad % with it, so he would have
the highest ranking. This is the highest degree that is dedicated to the servant of
Allah, Prophet Muhammad #. Allah % says, “And from (part of) the night, pray
with it (i.e. recitation of the Quran) as additional (worship) for you; it is expected
that your Lord will resurrect you to a praised station”. (Al-'Isra: 79). If it is
expected from Allah %, then it will certainly take place. Thus, if there was a
different action that would raise someone to a higher degree than standing at night

and reciting the Quran, then Allah # would have certainly informed the Prophet



of it. This means that there is no higher action than standing and praying at night.
Moreover, establishing prayer at night is one of the first deeds that Allah ¥ has
commanded His prophet to perform, “O you who wraps himself (in clothing)”
(Al-Muzzammil: 1) “Arise (to pray) the night except for a little” (Al-Muzzammil:
2), “-Half of it - or subtract from it a little”” (Al-Muzzammil: 3) “Or add to it, and
recite the Quran with measured recitation” (Al-Muzzammil: 4). “Indeed, We will
cast upon you a heavy word.” (Al-Muzzammil: 5). So, Allah #* instructed him
and the rest of the believers to stand in prayer at night, but then Allah ¥ lightened
the obligation on the believers, yet kept it the same for Prophet Muhammad .

The Holy Quran has a unique style that distinguishes it from other forms
of discourse. Allah * revealed this Book in Arabic and it was made easy to
remember, i.e. whoever knows the basics of the Arabic language, would be able
to learn about Allah %. He says, “And We have certainly made the Quran easy
for remembrance, so is there anyone who will remember?”” (Al-Qamar: 17). Allah
% revealed this blessed Book in divided and detailed chapters, "[This is] a blessed
Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that they might reflect
upon its verses and that those of understanding would be reminded” (Sad: 29).
Allah # also made this Book easy to memorize and there are many young
children, some even before reaching the age of puberty, who have memorized the
entire Book of Allah # with complete ease.

One of the significant characteristics of the Quran is that it applies the
styles and properties used by the Arabs in their speech, such as rhetoric and
figurative speech which beautify the text. The Quran maintains these stylistic
characteristics while being a simple and easy Book for everyone to understand.
This is the miracle of the Quran. The Holy Book also applies literary devices such
as simile, metaphor, metonymy, allegory, alliteration, antithesis, and assonance.
These devices and the diction used in the Quran serve the meaning of the text. Its
style is certainly unique, as it did not abide by any of the patterns of speech known

by the Arabs and it is unlike any of their prose or poetry. For example, in one of



the first surahs that was revealed, Surah Al-Muddaththir, it is apparent how the
specific terms used in its verses serve the meaning of the text in general. Allah %
says, “O you who covers himself [with a garment] (1). Arise and warn (2). And
your Lord glorify (3). And your clothing purify (4). And uncleanliness avoid (5).
And do not confer favor to acquire more (6). But for your Lord be patient (7)”
(Al-Muddaththir: 1-7). Indeed, the words are striking, as if a hammer is being
pounded. “O you who covers himself [with a garment]” (Al-Muddaththir: 1),
“Arise and warn” (Al-Muddaththir: 2), in this verse, Allah % is calling His
Prophet to rise and accomplish the mission assigned to him which is to warn all
of mankind. Allah % described the fear Prophet Muhammad £ felt when he first
received revelation, which was Surah Al-'Alag. When the Prophet first received
the revelation through the Angel Jibril, he was shaking and his heart was
pounding. Then there came to Prophet Muhammad £ the Angel Jibril and said:
Recite, to which he replied: I am not lettered. He took hold of me [the Apostle
said] and pressed me, till 1 was hard pressed; thereafter he let me off and said:
Recite. | said: | am not lettered. He then again took hold of me and pressed me
for the second time till I was hard pressed and then let me off and said: Recite, to
which | replied: I am not lettered. He took hold of me and pressed me for the third
time, till I was hard pressed and then let me go and said: “Recite in the name of
your Lord who created (1) Created man from a clinging substance (2). Recite,
and your Lord is the Most Generous (3) Who taught by the pen (4) Taught man
that which he knew not (5)” (Al-'Alag: 1-5). Then the Prophet left the cave with
his heart trembling. He went home straight to Khadija and said, “Wrap me up,
wrap me up!” Then revelation discontinued for three years and when it came back
to Prophet Muhammad %, Allah % revealed Surah Al-Muddaththir, “O you who
covers himself [with a garment]” (Al-Muddaththir: 1), “Arise and warn” (Al-
Muddaththir: 2). It is as if Allah % is reminding Prophet Muhammad of when he

received revelation for the first time and how he covered himself with a garment



out of fear. Allah * is reminding him that the time is not for covering, but it is the
time to accomplish a great mission which is warning all of mankind.
In another surah concerning the night prayer, Allah # revealed to Prophet

Muhammad £:

“O you who wraps himself [in clothing] (1). Arise [to pray] the night, except for
a little (2). Half of it - or subtract from it a little (3). Or add to it, and recite the
Quran with measured recitation (4). Indeed, We will cast upon you a heavy word
(5). Indeed, the hours of the night are more effective for concurrence [of heart

and tongue] and more suitable for words (6)” (Al-Muzzammil: 1-6).

The rhythm and the context here make it seem as if this is a journey, or it is set in
the context of traveling, or in the context of a cameleer who is the leader of a
camel chain. This is the role of Prophet Muhammad £, In these verses, he is being
ordered to establish the night prayer. He is also commanded to make haste and
adhere to Allah’s order. The message in this context provokes awareness and
urges Prophet Muhammad % to deliver and call towards the path of Allah .

On the other hand, the tone differs in the context of discussing and
explaining Islamic legislations. Allah % says, “Allah instructs you concerning
your children [i.e. their portions of inheritance]: for the male, what is equal to the
share of two females. But if there are [only] daughters, two or more, for them is
two-thirds of one's estate. And if there is only one, for her is half. And for one's
parents, to each one of them is a sixth of his estate if he left children. But if he
had no children and the parents [alone] inherit from him, then for his mother is
one third. And if he had brothers [and/or sisters], for his mother is a sixth, after
any bequest he [may have] made or debt. Your parents or your children - you
know not which of them are nearest to you in benefit. [These shares are] an
obligation [imposed] by Allah. Indeed, Allah is ever Knowing and Wise” (An-
Nisa: 11).



In the verse above, the context and the tone change to a tone of educating
and instructing. This indicates that this is a lesson being taught and explained
about inheritance regarding, what it is, and how to divide it. The verse informs
people how to correctly handle this issue without deviating from what Allah #
has commanded. He % says, “Allah instructs you concerning your children”, this
Is directed towards parents in terms of their children's portions of inheritance.
Allah # also says, “Your parents or your children - you know not which of them
are nearest to you in benefit”, as a result, Allah #*: clarified this, so no one would
deviate from the truth. Then Allah % says, “[These shares are] an obligation
[imposed] by Allah”. Thus, the tone and the selected terminology have been
employed correctly and appropriately to befit the desired meaning of this context.
As wisdom entails that a word should explain the intended meaning of revelation
so there will be no room for perplexity because this is the word of Allah #,

The context and terms of war and fighting differ as well. Allah % says,
“Those who disbelieve and avert [people] from the way of Allah - He will waste
their deeds (1). And those who believe and do righteous deeds and believe in what
has been sent down upon Muhammad - and it is the truth from their Lord - He
will remove from them their misdeeds and amend their condition (2). That is
because those who disbelieve follow falsehood, and those who believe follow the
truth from their Lord. Thus does Allah present to the people their comparisons
(3). So when you meet those who disbelieve [in battle], strike [their] necks until,
when you have inflicted slaughter upon them, then secure [their] bonds, and either
[confer] favor afterwards or ransom [them] until the war lays down its
burdens. That [is the command]. And if Allah had willed, He could have taken
vengeance upon them [Himself], but [He ordered armed struggle] to test some of
you by means of others. And those who are killed in the cause of Allah - never

will He waste their deeds (4). He will guide them and amend their condition (5).



And admit them to Paradise, which He has made known to them (6)”

(Muhammad:1-6).

This is a speech specified for times of warfare. This is evident in the fact that the
context and the terms employed in the text are to clarify the rulings of war and to
motivate Muslims and urge them to fight. “O you who have believed, if you
support Allah, He will support you and plant firmly your feet.” (Muhammad: 7).
This speech differs from the others, as if this is a speech given by a soldier to
motivate the masses. These examples indicate that this correspondence between
diction and meaning is a miraculous stylistic feature that only Allah %, the One
Who sent down this revelation.

Is capable of devising.

The Quran follows the style of the Arabs in terms of rhetoric, such as the
use of symbolism and metaphor. Allah # created metaphors by comparing various
creatures, such as inferior animals and insects, e.g., a dog, donkey, spider, and fly
to other things. But the unbelievers questioned Allah's intent by using these
despicable insects and animals as examples? They add that even kings are above
mentioning such despicable creatures. Then Allah # responds to them and says,
“Indeed, Allah is not timid to present an example - that of a mosquito or what is
smaller than it. And those who have believed know that it is the truth from their
Lord. But as for those who disbelieve, they say, "What did Allah intend by this
as an example? (26) He misleads many thereby and guides many thereby. And
He misleads not except the defiantly disobedient, Who break the covenant of
Allah after contracting it and sever that which Allah has ordered to be joined and
cause corruption on earth. It is those who are the losers (27)” (Al-Bagarah: 26-
27).



A metaphor compares a sensory image to an abstract idea. Perceptive matters that
can be seen or heard using the senses are easier to comprehend than abstract and
intangible ideas because they require imagination to visualize them.

While the Arabs created metaphors and symbols in their prose and poetry,
Allah # also employed metaphor and symbolism in Quranic speech in its best
form. Allah # has used symbols and metaphors abundantly in the Quran, for
example, when speaking about Himself, or those who worship gods other than
Him %, He also drew examples of Him, the True Lord, for whom there is no deity
worthy of worship except Him and the false gods that are worshipped instead of
Him. He also drew an example of His Prophet £, this message that was sent from
Allah #, and the acts of the believers and the unbelievers. He drew an example of
those who spent for His sake and those who seek this life alone and lack purpose.
He drew various examples of the acts of the unbelievers. Allah ¥ compared the
unbeliever to a man running after a mirage, but when he reaches it, he finds
nothing. Allah # compares the unbeliever to someone who is trapped in extreme
darkness and He compares their deeds and how they rush towards them in this
verse, He says, “But those who disbelieved - their deeds are like a mirage in a
lowland which a thirsty one thinks is water until, when he comes to it, he finds it
Is nothing but finds Allah before him, and He will pay him in full his due; and
Allah is swift in account” (An-Nur: 39). These actions could either be related to
this worldly life or to their faith that they are delusional enough to believe might
benefit them. Allah % presents another comparison describing the deeds of the
unbelievers, “Or [they are] like darknesses within an unfathomable sea which is
covered by waves, upon which are waves, over which are clouds - darknesses,
some of them upon others. When one puts out his hand [therein], he can hardly
see it. And he to whom Allah has not granted light - for him there is no light”
(An-Nur: 40).

Allah % drew examples of those who give to charity and then their donation

Is erased and eliminated,



“Would one of you like to have a garden of palm trees and grapevines underneath
which rivers flow in which he has from every fruit? But he is afflicted with old
age and has weak [i.e., immature] offspring, and it is hit by a whirlwind
containing fire and is burned. Thus does Allah make clear to you [His] verses that

you might give thought” (Al-Bagarah: 266).

Allah # draws another example of a man of knowledge who benefitted
from his knowledge of the verses of Allah for a while, but he then became

detached from them and deviated from the path of Allah %. He says,

“And recite to them, [O Muhammad], the news of him to whom We gave
[knowledge of] Our signs, but he detached himself from them; so Satan pursued
him, and he became of the deviators (175) And if We had willed, We could have
elevated him thereby, but he adhered [instead] to the earth and followed his own
desire. So his example is like that of the dog: if you chase him, he pants, or if you
leave him, he [still] pants (176)” (Al-'Araf. 175-176).

The Jews were also presented as an example as they did not adhere to
Allah’s order and did not carry the responsibility of the Torah. They might have
carried it only figuratively, but they did not abide by its teachings nor did they
benefit from them. Allah % says, “The example of those who were entrusted with
the Torah and then did not take it on is like that of a donkey who carries volumes
[of books]. Wretched is the example of the people who deny the signs of Allah.
And Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people” (Al-Jumu’ah: 5).

The examples, symbols, and metaphors in the Quran are numerous, Allah
# says, “And these examples We present to the people, but none will understand
them except those of knowledge” (Al-'Ankabut: 43). Allah % abolished and
refuted the examples presented by the unbelievers and corrected them, as He says,

“So do not assert similarities to Allah” (An-Nahl: 74). They used to compare



Allah * to others and draw similarities between Allah and other earthly beings,
while Allah % is incomparable. “So do not assert similarities to Allah. Indeed,
Allah knows and you do not know” (An-Nahl: 74). Allah #* is the One, the
Unique, and He is incomparable to others, as there is no one like Him, or similar

to Him.

Among the styles commonly used by the Arabs is exclusivity, where the
‘Amil® is preceded by the Ma’mul? to indicate exclusivity. The use of rhetorical
questions is a style that is used extensively in the Quran, where a statement is
made in the form of a question, but it does not require an answer, as it is meant
for other meanings, such as, confessing, rebuking, reprimanding, or scolding. “Is
not Allah the most just of judges?” (At-Tin: 8). This is a rhetorical question; the
statement is phrased as a question, but it is calling for a confession and not an
actual answer because Allah # is indeed the most just of judges. “Is not Allah
sufficient for His Servant?” (Az-Zumar: 36). “Is not Allah Exalted in Might and
Owner of Retribution?” (Az-Zumar: 37). Allah # is undoubtedly Exalted in Might
and the Owner of Retribution.

The literary styles that the Arabs used for purposes such as clarification
and explanation are found in the Quran. However, the Holy Book did not employ
those which are based on exaggerations and lies, as these styles are undoubtedly
distant from the message of the Quran. Among the styles of the Arabs is the use
of hyperbole in their speech, by exaggerating a small matter. While the Quran
does not make use of such styles, as the speech of Allah # is the truth. He says,
“The Inevitable Reality (1), What is the Inevitable Reality? (2) And what can
make you know what is the Inevitable Reality? (3)” (Al-Haqgah: 1-3). These

verses exaggerate the description of the Day of Judgement to stress its magnitude

1 1s the word which causes another to be in a particular state, i.e. changes the inflection of another word.
2 1s the word which has been caused to be in a particular state, through change in inflection.



and not in the sense of exaggerating to falsify something. Allah # has described
the Day of Resurrection as such because it cannot be fathomed by the human
mind. Allah # says, “Indeed, it [i.e. the Quran] is a decisive statement (13). And
it is not amusement (14)” (At-Tarig: 13-14). The Quran is a decisive statement
and not for purposes of amusement. So, the use of hyperbole to falsely place
emphasis on a matter is not employed in the Quran. In addition, according to
Arabic linguists, this type of figurative speech is not used in the Quran because
nothing in the Quran could possibly be denied or added for exaggeration, or to
falsely clarify a certain meaning. “Alif, Lam, Meem” (Al-Bagarah: 1). “This is
the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah”
(Al-Bagarah: 2). Another example of this is Allah’s % description of the tree of
Zaqgqum. The way the tree is described is certainly true, as Allah % does not
exaggerate or lie. He says, “And who is more truthful than Allah in statement”
(An-Nisa: 122), “And who is more truthful than Allah in statement” (An-Nisa:
87). Allah says,

“Indeed, it is a tree issuing from the bottom of the Hellfire (64), Its emerging fruit
as if it was heads of the devils (65). And indeed, they will eat from it and fill with
it their bellies (66). Then indeed, they will have after it a mixture of scalding
water (67). Then indeed, their return will be to the Hellfire (68). Indeed they
found their fathers astray (69). So they hastened [to follow] in their footsteps
(70)” (As-Saffat: 64-70).

The Holy Quran also refrains from using any obscenities or lewdness in its
speech because it is above including any form of indecency. The Quran discussed
sensitive matters that would be frowned upon when discussed in a normal setting,
like the rulings of sexual intercourse, menstruation, and puerperium, along with
discussing the origin of human beings. All of these matters were discussed with

the utmost decency and even a virgin girl could read them without feeling morally



offended or anyone else without stumbling upon one indecent or obscene word.
Allah % says regarding menstruation: “And they ask you about menstruation. Say,
"It is harm, so keep away from wives during menstruation. And do not approach
them until they are pure. And when they have purified themselves, then come to
them from where Allah has ordained for you. Indeed, Allah loves those who are
constantly repentant and loves those who purify themselves (222). Your wives
are a place of cultivation [i.e. sowing of seed] for you, so come to your place of
cultivation however you wish and put forth [righteousness] for yourselves. And
fear Allah and know that you will meet Him. And give good tidings to the
believers (223)” (Al-Bagarah: 222-223).

The speech of Allah # is indeed elevated and sublime. Even when He
discusses matters regarding sexual intercourse, He clarifies and explains the
details in the most decent speech, without any obscenity or lewdness. Allah %
says, “Your wives are a place of cultivation [i.e. sowing of seed] for you, so come
to your place of cultivation however you wish and put forth [righteousness] for
yourselves. And fear Allah and know that you will meet Him” (Al-Bagarah: 223).
When Allah #* discusses the origin of people, He says, “So let man observe from
what he was created (5). He was created from a fluid, ejected (6). Emerging from
between the backbone and the ribs (7). Indeed, He [i.e. Allah], to return him [to
life], is Able (8)” (At-Tarig: 1-8). In the explanation of the rulings regarding
relieving oneself, “O you who have believed, when you rise to [perform] prayer,
wash your faces and your forearms to the elbows and wipe over your heads and
wash your feet to the ankles. And if you are in a state of janabah, then purify
yourselves. But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place
of relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water, then
seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it. Allah does not intend
to make difficulty for you, but He intends to purify you and complete His favor

upon you that you may be grateful ...” (Al-Ma’idah: 6).



The Quran has been sent in the Arabic language as governance that
includes all the rulings that are necessary for the nation. He says, “And We have
sent down to you the Book as clarification for all things” (An-Nahl: 89). Allah #
sent down a clarification for all things, from the rulings of relieving oneself,
purification, rulings regarding women, to the rulings regarding acts of worship
and interpersonal relations. Allah % has discussed all of these rulings in the utmost
decency, without mentioning any obscenity and without causing any moral

offense. Allah ¥ says,

“It has been made permissible for you the night preceding fasting to go to your
wives [for sexual relations]. They are a clothing for you and you are a clothing
for them. Allah knows that you used to deceive yourselves, so He accepted your
repentance and forgave you. So now, have relations with them and seek that
which Allah has decreed for you [i.e. offspring]. And eat and drink until the white
thread of dawn becomes distinct to you from the black thread [of night]. Then
complete the fast until the night [i.e. sunset]. And do not have relations with them
as long as you are staying for worship in the mosques. These are the limits [set
by] Allah, so do not approach them. Thus does Allah make clear His verses [i.e.

ordinances] to the people that they may become righteous” (Al-Bagarah: 187).

Allah % explained in detail such a private and sensitive issue, however, He
explained it in a highly elevated manner and with the utmost decency as it is the
speech of Allah # that is above any form of fault or flaw.

These are some of the stylistic features of the Quran that are used as tools
to clarify the meanings of the Quran. These features enable the reader to
understand the Book that Allah ¥ has sent down to all of mankind. As the role of
the Quran is to warn all the worlds and to pave the way towards the straight path
of Allah #,



Allah % enjoins those who wish to recite the Holy Quran to say al-isti ‘'adha
and al-basmala before almost every surah. Al-isti'adha is to say “I seek refuge in
Allah from the accursed Satan” and al-basmala is to say “In the name of Allah,
the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful”.

The greatest name of God is Allah. Allah # has numerous names, as
Prophet Muhammad # said,

Allah is the greatest of
His names and the name that is most mentioned in the Quran. There is no name
mentioned more than the name ‘Allah’ in the entire Quran. It is the only name
that is exclusive to God alone and it is the name that God is known for by all
nations. It is an Arabic name and it is derived from the word al-ilaah, i.e., the
Deity or the God. Allah is “4¥V al-ilaah, but the hamza, the glottal stop, in the
middle was omitted and both the letters laam were blended, to form a diphthong,
which then became “Allah”. Therefore, Allah is derived from the word Alaha-
Ya’lah, so al-ilaah is the One Who is worshipped. He is the one who owns His
slaves, as He created them and brought them into existence from nothing. A true
God controls life, death, provision, and resurrection. It is of His high eminence
and generosity, that He blesses His slaves with all types of blessings, making Him
the only one worthy of worship.

Other deities can claim to be gods; however, they fail to provide what Allah
% has bestowed upon His servants. That is because they unquestionably do not
deserve to be worshipped. The sun, the moon, cows, or trees are worshipped
instead of Allah #%. Realistically, they are all creatures that cannot benefit
themselves nor harm others. So, how could they possibly do so for their supposed
slaves? This concludes that worshipping anyone or anything other than Allah is
false and void.

However, Allah is the true God and there is no God but Him. Allah * gives
life and causes death. He gives provision, judges His slaves, and sets legislations

and divine laws that guide them to the correct path. Any favor that the slave



receives is indeed from Allah, “And whatever you have of favor - it is from Allah”
(An-Nahl: 53). Whoever claims that there is one worthy of worship other than
Him is untruthful and whoever worships other than Him is false. The Arabs used
to call whatever and whoever they worshipped a god, such as the idols that were
made with their own hands and worshiped. They considered the sun a god as well,
and they used to worship the sun too. They said regarding their idols, “Has he
made the gods [only] one God? Indeed, this is a curious thing" (Sad: 5). “And the
eminent among them went forth, [saying], Continue, and be patient over [the
defense of] your gods. Indeed, this is a thing intended” (Sad: 6). Even if they
called them ‘gods’, they lacked the qualities of a true God. Allah % says, “You
worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named them, you and
your fathers” (Yusuf: 40). They considered them gods, but in reality, they are not
gods. Allah is the one true God. The word Allah is a proper noun referring to the
Almighty Lord and it is His most magnificent name.

The phrase “I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Satan" means to seek
protection in Allah from Satan. The Arabic word for Satan is Shaytaan which is
a word that originally means someone who is rebellious. The Arabs called every
rebel a shaytaan, whether it was a human being, jinn, or animal. In this context,
Shaytaan refers to the devils from the jinn. “I seek refuge in Allah from the
accursed Satan”. This refers to Iblees and his offspring, as Iblees is the chief of
all devils. Iblees was named al-rajeem, i.e., the one who has been expelled from
the mercy of Allah %, Al-rajeem is a derivative of the word marjoom, and al-rajm
Is the action of casting stones on someone, and Iblees will be cast with stones in
the Hellfire. “[Allah] said, "Then get out of it [i.e., Paradise], for indeed, you are
expelled” (Sad: 77). “And indeed, upon you is My curse until the Day of
Recompense” (Sad: 78). “[Allah] said, "Depart from it [i.e. Paradise], reproached
and expelled.” (Al-A’raf: 18). Allah % has expelled Iblees from Paradise, as he
refused to prostrate to Adam . Thus, he was expelled from the mercy of Allah

and was destined to misery for all of eternity. He was set to live in this world



based on his request to complete the mission he assigned to himself. Allah # says
regarding mankind, “[Iblees] said, "Do You see this one whom You have honored
above me? If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of Resurrection, | will
surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." (Al-lsra: 62). Allah # says
referring to Adam #, "Do You see this one?” Allah % has honored Adam, even
when Iblees thought that he was much better and more honorable than Adam. "Do
You see this one whom You have honored above me?” Adam was highly honored
and accordingly, Allah commanded Iblees to prostrate to Adam. Then Iblees
responded, “If You delay me [i.c. my death] until the Day of Resurrection” if you
destine me to live and not die, “I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a
few". The word laahtanikanna is derived from the word al-hanka, which refers
to the bridle that is placed on the head of an animal to control it, such as a horse,
donkey, or cow. Satan has compared the offspring of Adam to an animal that is
being reined and controlled by him and his offspring. Allah # says, “[Allah] said,
"Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be the recompense of [all
of] you - an ample recompense” (Al-'Isra; 63). “And incite [to senselessness]
whoever you can among them with your voice and assault them with your horses
and foot soldiers and become a partner in their wealth and their children and
promise them." But Satan does not promise them except delusion” (Al-'lsra: 64).
"Indeed, over My [believing] servants there is for you no authority...” (Al-lsra:
65) “Indeed, over My [believing] servants". These believing servants Allah is
referring to are the people of faith. Allah then continues and says, “there is for
you no authority”, i.e., there is no greater force or immense power that would lead
them astray because they are protected by Allah and exempt from the temptations
of Satan.

Iblees was named Satan after he rebelled and disobeyed Allah #. Satan did
not repent after his rebellion, unlike Adam % who sinned but followed it with
repentance and regret. Adam and Hawwa said after they sinned by eating from
the forbidden tree, "Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves” (Al-A’raf: 23). “And



If You do not forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the
losers." (Al-A’raf: 23). While Iblees was ordered to prostrate but he refused to do
so, “[Allah] said, "O Iblees, what prevented you from prostrating to that which |
created with My hands? Were you arrogant [then], or were you [already] among
the haughty?" (Sad: 75) “He said, "I am better than him ...” (Sad: 76). Iblees was
proud of sinning and thought he was correct. He thought Allah’s order was void
and lacked any wisdom or sense. So, how could Iblees, believing that he was
better than Adam, prostrate before him? Iblees said in response to this command,
“He said, "I am better than him. You created me from fire and created him from
clay." (Sad: 76). Iblees was arrogant and proud of his corrupt and false
comparison. Then he set his sight on the offspring of Adam, as he threatened to
do his utmost to deviate them and lead them astray from Allah’s path. Allah ¥
has permitted him to do so, “[ Allah] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you”,
I.e., those that he succeeds in leading astray, “indeed Hell will be the recompense
of [all of] you - an ample recompense” (Al-Isra: 63). “And incite [to
senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and assault them
with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner in their wealth and their
children and promise them." But Satan does not promise them except delusion”
(Al-lIsra: 64). “Indeed, over My [believing] servants there is for you no authority.
And sufficient is your Lord as Disposer of affairs” (Al-Isra: 65). Allah % has
excluded the offspring of Adam who will not be affected by Satan.

The purpose of al-isti'adha is because the odds in the battle between
mankind and Satan are uneven. Satan is the stronger power since he is more
knowledgeable and is more capable of malice, wicked tricks, cunningness, evil
plots, deceit, and allurement leading the offspring of Adam astray. These qualities
are beyond the nature of humans, as Satan could easily trick people with his
wicked ways. Allah # says, "Then Satan whispered to him; he said, "O Adam,
shall I direct you to the tree of eternity and possession that will not deteriorate?"

(Taha: 120). Allah * says, “But Satan whispered to them to make apparent to



them that which was concealed from them of their private parts. He said, "Your
Lord did not forbid you this tree except that you become angels or become of the
immortal." (Al-A’raf: 20). “And he swore [by Allah] to them, ‘Indeed, I am to
you from among the sincere advisors™ (Al-A’raf: 21). Satan swore to Adam and
Hawwa that he is a sincere advisor to them. Then Allah # says, “So he made them
fall, through deception.” (Al-A‘raf: 22). Satan made them slip and deviate from
doing righteous acts to sinning. He made them believe that eating from the
forbidden tree is best for them and they shall live in prosperity and wealth for all
of eternity. Satan was capable of making them fall into sin and if Adam and his
wife did not repent to Allah ¥, then they would have been in an entirely different
situation. “Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words, and He accepted
his repentance. Indeed, it is He who is the Accepting of Repentance, the Merciful”
(Al-Bagarah: 37). Thus, it is clear that the capability of Satan in allurement is
much more powerful than the capability of human beings to remain firm and to

obey the commands of Allah #,

The powers and capabilities of Satan outmatch those of human beings
because he was created differently. Satan has another advantage over human
beings and that is because he is an invisible enemy. Indeed, being capable of
hiding from the opponent would give him an advantage over his enemy. Hence,
Satan says while threatening humanity, “Then | will come to them from before
them and from behind them and on their right and on their left, and You will not
find most of them grateful [to You]." (Al-A’raf: 17). He could certainly penetrate
and pass through the human heart or even the blood circulation, as Prophet
Muhammad £ said, "Satan circulates in the body of man like the circulation of
blood and I was afraid lest it should instill any evil in your heart or anything”.
Satan is a whisperer, who whispers evil thoughts in the hearts of humans. He has
great capabilities that humans lack. Thus, undoubtedly, mankind with their

limited capabilities and means could never beat Satan alone.



Accordingly, we must seek refuge in a greater power that is capable of
protecting humanity from Satan. This greater power is Allah #. Allah # has
ordered mankind to seek refuge in Him as He is the only refuge and He is the
only One Who could protect them from Satan. Allah # is the protective fortress
for His believers. Through the protection of Allah ¥, Satan would flee away and
his evil plotting would be weakened. However, if mankind does not seek
protection and refuge in Allah %, then they will certainly be an easy target for
Satan. Allah # says, “Indeed, there is for him no authority over those who have
believed and rely upon their Lord” (An-Nahl: 99). “His authority is only over
those who take him as an ally and those who through him associate others with
Allah.” (An-Nahl: 100). Prophet Muhammad % also said, ““The devil is couching
at the heart of the son of Adam. When he mentions God he withdraws, but when
he is neglectful he makes evil suggestions”. Thus, if a person constantly
remembers Allah # and mentions Him, Satan will certainly flee. On the other
hand, forgetting Allah # draws Satan closer to humans. Hence why Allah % has
ordered mankind to seek refuge in Him from the evils of Satan, especially when
reciting the Quran.

Satan could only have authority over human beings when they are in a state
of inattentiveness, negligence or when they are committing sins. Allah ¥ says,
“And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the Most Merciful - We appoint
for him a devil, and he is to him a companion” (Az-Zukhruf: 36). “And indeed,
they [i.e. the devils] avert them from the way [of guidance] while they think that
they are [rightly] guided” (Az-Zukhruf: 37). Allah # says, “Do you not see that
We have sent the devils upon the disbelievers, inciting them [to evil] with
[constant] incitement?” (Maryam: 83). Only the slaves that firmly hold on the
path of Allah ¥ and seek refuge and protection in Him survive. For this reason,
Allah # has ordered people to seek refuge in Him, especially when they are about
to commence in any righteous act. Satan stands in the way of the people and

observes them, blocks them and turns them away from any door of righteousness.



These are the footsteps of Satan, as Allah # says, “O mankind, eat from whatever
Is on earth [that is] lawful and good and do not follow the footsteps of Satan.
Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy” (Al-Bagarah: 168). “He only orders you to
evil and immorality and to say about Allah what you do not know” (Al-Bagarah:
169).

Satan strives to drive mankind away from any act of righteousness. A great
act of righteousness is reciting the Holy Quran. Thus, Satan aims to make people
doubt the Quran or push them away from pondering over its verses and their
meanings. Satan has other tricks as well, for instance, he will attempt to change
the intention of a sincere slave that began his journey with the Quran for the sake
of Allah %, Satan would try to push him away from such a great intention and
such a great cause to make him seek with it this life and not the Hereafter and its
reward. This is why Allah # has ordered His slaves to seek refuge in Allah % from
the accursed Satan when they begin reciting the Quran, “So when you recite the
Quran, [first] seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the expelled [from His mercy].
Indeed, there is for him no authority over those who have believed and rely upon
their Lord” (An-Nahl: 99). “His authority is only over those who take him as an
ally and those who through him associate others with Allah” (An-Nahl: 100).

On the other hand, al-basmala is a phrase that means, “In the Name of
Allah the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful”. Grammatically, this phrase
can either be a subject to an omitted predicate, or a predicate to a subject. In both
cases, it would be recited as, “In the Name of Allah the Entirely Merciful, the
Especially Merciful”. In addition, if we were to commence an action we would
recite it before doing so.

The letter baa in “In the Name of Allah the Entirely Merciful, the
Especially Merciful” indicates seeking help, in this case, from Allah %. Allah is
the name of the Almighty God and all of His names are the absolute best. Each
name of Allah # has a confirmed meaning and their meanings are indeed fitting

and appropriate for Allah ¥, One of the names of Allah % is Al-Sami’, i.e., the



All-Hearing is derived from the word sam’, i.e., hearing. Al-‘Alim, i.e., the All-
Knowing is derived from the word /m, i.e. knowledge. Al-Basir, i.e., the All-
Seeing is derived from the word basar, i.e., eyesight. Al-Rahman, i.e., the Most
Beneficent, is derived from the word rahma, i.e., mercy. Al-Kabir, i.e., the Great
because He indeed is great. Al- ‘Athim, i.e. the Exalted, is derived from the word
athama, i.e. glory, and so on. Each of these names has a firm and established
meaning that is derived from the root of the word. Allah % says, “And to Allah
belong the best names, so invoke Him by them.” (Al-A’raf: 180). Prophet
Muhammad % said,

It is not just about simply knowing
the number of names; it is about knowing the details of each name and believing
in them and acting according to every name. Consequently, those who believe in
the names of Allah % are among the people of belief and will ultimately enter the
Paradise.

Allah has many attributes that indicate His mercy, two of which are Ar-
Rahman and Ar-Rahim, i.e., the Entirely Merciful and the Especially Merciful.
The first mercy that mankind has been blessed with is the mercy of Allah % and
there is no mercy but from Him. So, when people are being merciful to one
another, it is in fact Allah’s mercy upon them. Prophet Muhammad % said,

Allah ¥ has given all creatures one mercy out of a
hundred and through it, creatures deal with one another with compassion to the
point Prophet Muhammad # said,

. If an animal placed its hoof on its young, it would
rush to get it off out of compassion and mercy to its young. This is a part of the
mercy of Allah * upon His creations. Even a small and weak bird who has limited
abilities flies to search for food for its young and then returns to the nest to feed
its chicks. You can sometimes find an animal that would intentionally harm
themselves for their young, for example, the female rabbit plucks her own fur to

create bedding for her young. This is why Allah # is called Ar-Rahman, whose



mercy encompasses all things. Thus, the mercy you notice between creatures is
from Allah #%. He is Ar-Rahman, the Entirely Merciful, and Ar-Rahman rhymes
with fa laan which is the hyperbolic form of Ar-Rahim, hence, He is Ar-Rahman,
whose mercy encompasses all things and whose mercy is plentiful and abundant.
While Ar-Rahim is the One Who is merciful to His slaves.

The phrase, “In the Name of Allah the Entirely Merciful, the Especially
Merciful” is said when someone is about to commence an action to seek the
blessing of Allah #. This phrase includes three names of Allah #. The first name
is Allah, which is the greatest of names. The second name is Ar-Rahman, which
IS @ name unique to Allah # that is exclusive to Him alone. He is God and there
Is no other deity worthy of worship except for Him. All other creatures derive
their compassion from Him, as He is the originator of mercy. The third name is
Ar-Rahim and thus, we say “In the Name of Allah the Entirely Merciful, the
Especially Merciful” when we begin reciting the Quran.

“In the Name of Allah the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful” is
undoubtedly a verse among the seven verses of Al-Fatihah. It is also a verse that
divides all the chapters of the Holy Quran except for Surah At-Tawbah, also
known as Al-Bara’ah, where al-basmala is omitted. The reason behind this is,
this chapter was sent down to break off the oath with the unbelievers who pledged
a treaty and then broke their side of the oath. This chapter was revealed in the
same style as the pieces of scripture the Arabs would send to those who broke
their oaths with them. The Arabs never began these writings with the phrase, “In
the name of Allah”. Hence, al-basmala was omitted from the beginning of Surah
At-Tawbah.

Praise is to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, at the beginning and the end.

And peace be upon His servant and messenger Mohammad.



Al-Fatiha

The surah of Al-Fatiha is the seven oft-repeated verses and the great Qur’an
which have been bestowed upon the Prophet Mohammad #. Allah #says, “We
have certainly granted you the seven often-repeated verses and the great Quran)
(Al- Hijr: 87). The companion Ubayy ibn Kab mentioned that the Messenger of
Allah #told him, "Shall | teach you the greatest Surah in the Qur'an before you
leave the mosque?" Then he %, took me by the hand, and when we were about to
step out, | reminded him of his promise to teach me the greatest Surah in the
Qur'an. He said, "It is 'Alhamdu lillahi Rabbil 'Alamin (i.e., Surat Al-Fatihah)
which is As-Sab' Al-Mathani (i.e., the seven oft- repeated Ayat) and the Great
Qur'an which is given to me." The Prophet Mohammad #made the surah of Al-
Fatiha mandatory to be recited in every Rak’a of the prayer. Therefore, he said,
“The Salat (prayer) of one who does not recite Al-Fatihah is not vaild), and, if
anyone observes a prayer in which he does not recite Umm al-Qur’an (Al-
Fatihah), his prayer is thus incomplete, it is incomplete, it is incomplete” i.e.,

missing.

The surah of Al-Fatiha is the preface of the Qur’an for it summarizes its
themes. Moreover, it is called Al-Mathani as it is recited in prayers, time and
again. It is a summary of the Qur’an themes in that it includes the meanings of
the characteristics of Allah and His oneness, the comprehensive prayer for the
greater good, and the guidance to the straight path of Allah, which leads to His
Paradise.

(O a5 i) fam 50 il 5N {g,%}u:n ;;;qazd\} {ﬁsj\ a5l 4 alal: 8 4 sy
defle coslmial) e agile ol Gl Tl e} (il T S2al) sk} (Gl )5 5 A1)
{g,gu\ N

“In the Name of Allah—the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. All praise is

for Allah—Lord of all worlds, the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful, Master



of the Day of Judgment. You "alone” we worship and You "alone” we ask for help.
Guide us along the Straight Path, and the Path of those You have blessed—not
those You are displeased with, or those who are astray.” (Al-Fatiha: 1-7).

“In the Name of Allah—the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful” is a
predicate to an omitted subject which is predicted through “In the Name of
Allah—the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.” The name of Allah is blessed.
In fact, all the names of Allah are beautiful. Therefore, every deed starts and is
blessed with this verse. Reading the Qur’an is the greatest and most honoured of
deeds as it is a recitation of Allah’s words which He bestowed upon His Prophet
2. The grace of Allah’s words on other words is akin to Allah’s grace on all of
his creatures. The verse “In the Name of Allah—the Most Compassionate, Most
Merciful” reads three names of Allah; First, “Allah” which is the greatest name
of all. It 1s derived from the term “Ilah” (i.e., one Who is worshiped). Allah is the
God of all creatures and therefore this name is a reference to Him. He is the One
True God who deserves to be truly worshipped. Anything else bearing the name
of god is invalid as no one is worthy of worship but Him. A god can never bear
the name unless he is a creator of everything that concerns his servants or can
cause good or harm to them. Therefore, anything worshipped beside Allah is

invalid.

Allah says, “The Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.” These are two names
of Allah derived from the meaning of mercy. “The most Compassionate” and “the

Most Merciful” are both exaggerated terms.

“The Most Compassionate” is an adjective that is more exaggerated than “the
Most Merciful”. Therefore, it was said, “the Most compassionate” is the One
Whose mercy encompasses all; those who worship Him and those who do not.
The mercy of Allah embraces even the disbelievers and all other creatures. A

creature would not be if not for Allah. This is further illustrated by the Prophet



Mohammad’s #Zwords. He said, “Allah created one hundred (parts of mercy)”,
or “Allah has divided mercy into one hundred parts; and He retained with Him
ninety-nine parts and sent one down to earth, though which creatures deal with
each other, so much so that an animal lifts its hoof over its young lest it should
hurt it". Animals do not have minds but they have mercy bestowed in their hearts
to their young. This is all from Allah’s mercy which He distributed among His
creatures. Allah also retained with Him ninety-nine parts of mercy that He kept
for the Day of Resurrection. Hence, only the unlucky are who are not graced with

mercy since Allah’s mercy includes everything.

“The Most Merciful”, on the other hand, is specific for his honest believers.
This is the mercy by which Allah guides them in this world, instils in them the
love for this faith, gives them patience and endurance, guides them to worship
Him and pray to Him, and bestows upon them the greatest mercy of all, which is

to live in His Paradise.

Allah % says, “All praise is for Allah—Lord of all worlds” (Al-Fatiha: 2).
“Praise” is preceded with “all” in order to include the meaning of

comprehensiveness. In other words, all kinds of praise are directed to Allah.

“Praise” in language is intended to thank the praised or mention his graces. For
instance, whoever gives someone else a favour is thanked and praised. Likewise,
whoever has the characteristics of courage and generosity, would be praised and

mentioned for having these characteristics.

Allah is praised as He has all the aspects of perfection and greatness. Nothing
is superior to Him or greater than Him. He is the God, the “Ilah”, Who created
everything. Everything is His own creation. Everything He created is under His
command and will. Allah introduced Himself and said, “Allah is the Creator of
all things, and He is the Maintainer of everything” (Az-Zumar: 62). He is the One
responsible for everything; He has the saying in how things work and all matters



are in His hands. He said, “Indeed your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens
and the earth in six Days, then established Himself on the Throne. He makes the
day and night overlap in rapid succession. He created the sun, the moon, and the
stars—all subjected by His command. The creation and the command belong to
Him alone. Blessed is Allah—Lord of all worlds!” (Al-A’raf:54). He also said,
“All praise is for Allah Who created the heavens and the earth and made darkness
and light. Yet the disbelievers set up equals to their Lord in worship” (Al-
An’am:1). Thus, He, Who created heavens and earth, and, He, Who created

darkness and light, has no equal nor a likeness.

Therefore, all praise is due to Allah for His characteristics, names and
Person. Praise is to Him in the world and in the Hereafter at all times and all
places. Praise is to Him in heavens and earth. All creatures and their existence are
witness to His praise. Allah is additionally praised for His deeds, graces, and
favours. There is no grace without Allah. Any grace, starting with the existence

and ending with deeds, wealth, and all complements of life are all from Allah.

No doubt that there is no creature of Allah’s creatures able to comprehend or
know the characteristics of Allah. Even the angels, the most honoured and graced
creatures, do not fully comprehend their Creator, Allah. He said, “He fully knows
what is ahead of them and what is behind them, but they cannot encompass Him
in their knowledge” (Taha: 110). They cannot encompass Him in their
knowledge. Even some of Allah’s creations are known only to Allah. Even the
Throne of Allah is one of His Creatures but no one comprehends it but Allah. In
other words, no one knows its width, greatness and structure but He Who
constructed it. So, how could anyone encompass Him Who sits on this throne in

their knowledge?

Thus, all praises are solely for Allah. Allah’s servants cannot laud their Creator

as much as He has lauded Himself. Even the Prophet %said, “I am not capable



of enumerating praise of You. You are as You have lauded Yourself”. Allah’s
servants, thus, are not capable of describing and praising Him as He praises
Himself. No one knows Allah but He Himself. He says, “All praise is for Allah:
(Al-Fatiha:2).

Allah describes Himself and says, “Lord of all worlds” (Al-Fatiha:2). The word
“g0d” in Arabic means the owner. Arabs therefore say, “I am the god (owner) of
this house.” The word god even means the one whose orders are obeyed by his
own people. One’s god is their master; for instance, the god (master) of Quraish.
When Safwan bin-Umayya heard someone saying in the Battle of Hunain,
“Mohammad’s spell is broken”, when Hawazin had the upper hand in the
beginning, Safwan replied, “Quict! To have a master from Quraish is better than
having a master from Hawazin”. Allah said, “Go back to your master and ask him
about the case of the women who cut their hands” (Yusuf:50). “Go back to your
master” means go back to your guardian; i.e., the king. “and ask him about the
case of the women who cut their hands”. This is what the Prophet Yusuf said to
the messenger of the king who came to release him out of prison. Master, in
Arabic, even holds the meaning of the one who raises a child. All these meanings,
thus, are true for Allah. He is the Owner, the Master Who holds the matter of all

creatures, and the One Who raises His creatures; all with his graces and favours.

Allah # continues, “The Lord of all worlds” (Al-Fatiha:2). This means the
Owner of worlds. A world is a dimension of creation that carries mutual
attributes. For instance, there is the human world and the Jinn world. The Jinn
and the Angels have their own worlds. Heaven is a world on its own and so is the
earth. The earth is also divided; the bodies of water and the landforms. Every
group or sector of creation shares mutual attributes. Allah is the God of these
worlds; their Owner. The ownership of Allah over these worlds is a fact since He
Is their Creator and Who brought them out of nothingness. No one can bring

anything out of nothingness except for Him. Creation is only by Allah; even if



the companions of heaven and Earth grouped to try and create an atom, they

would not be able to do so.

Scientists even say, “A substance is not created nor is it eliminated”. This
applies to the creature. As for the Creator, He is the One Who creates the
substance out of nothingness; therefore, He does not have to transform it from
one thing to another. If He wills it to be gone then it is gone. Allah #%says, “just
as | created you before, when you were nothing!” (Maryam:9). He also says, “O
humanity! What has emboldened you against your Lord, the Most Generous, Who
created you, fashioned you, and perfected your design, moulding you in whatever
form He willed?” (Al-Infitar: 6-8). Allah is the Creator Who created people out
of nothing. He is the Creator of heavens and earth. He is the one responsible for
them, and to Him, everything returns. Therefore, His ownership of these worlds
Is true. As for others who own things that exist, their ownership is temporary of
Allah's properties. They would own it then finally give it up as He says, “Indeed,
it is We Who will succeed the earth and Whoever is on it. And to Us they will all
be returned” (Maryam:40).

The house in which they live is not their creation. Their ownership of it is
temporary, it will then be someone else’s. Their food, clothes, car, and everything
is borrowed from Allah. Therefore, He takes them back whenever He wants.
Allah is the true owner. He is the Lord of All worlds as He owns them. He is their
Master. He is their Master whether the creature likes it or not. Allah is the Master
of this universe and he has Sovereignty. Whatever Allah wills always happens,
and whatever He wills not does not happen. Allah says, “If We ever will
something to exist, all We say is “Be!” And it is!” (An-Nahl:40).

Allah #says, “Our command is but a single word, done in the blink of an eye”
(Al-Qamar:50). Allah’s command over all creatures is absolute. He says, “Do

they desire a way other than Allah’s—knowing that all those in the heavens and



the earth submit to His Will, willingly or unwillingly, and to Him they will all be
returned?” (Ali’Imran:83). Whatever Allah wills to happen, will happen. And
whatever He wills not, will not happen. Every creature’s will is restricted by the
will of Allah who says, “and that to your Lord alone is the ultimate return of all
things. Moreover, He is the One Who brings about joy and sadness” (An-Najm:
42-43). There is no joy or sadness that happen without Allah’s Divine will. He
says, “Moreover, He is the One Who brings about joy and sadness. And He is the
One Who gives life and causes death. And He created the pairs—males and
females—from a sperm-drop when it is emitted. And it is upon Him to bring about
re-creation. And He is the One Who enriches and impoverishes. And He alone is
the Lord of Sirius. And He destroyed the first people of *Ad, and then Thamid,
sparing no one. And before that He destroyed the people of Noah, who were truly
far worse in wrongdoing and transgression. And it was He Who turned the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah upside down. How overwhelming was what covered
them!” (An-Najm: 42-54). Allah also says, “Now, which of your Lord’s favours
will you dispute? This Prophet is a warner like earlier ones.” (An-Najm: 54-56).
Allah therefore has the final saying in everything and it is all by His command.
He also says, “The creation and the command belong to Him "alone” (Al-
A’raf:54). Moreover, He says, “Indeed your Lord is Allah Who created the
heavens and the earth in six Days,1 then established Himself on the Throne. He
makes the day and night overlap in rapid succession. He created the sun, the
moon, and the stars—all subjected by His command. The creation and the

command belong to Him alone.” (Al-A’raf: 54).

Therefore, all creatures must know that creation and command are for Allah.
As He. Everything goes by His Divine order. No one disobeys Him, disbelieves
in Him, and commits any sins if not by His will. Allah says, “Indeed, We have
created everything, perfectly preordained. Our commandl is but a single word,2
done in the blink of an eye.” (Al-Qamar: 49-50).



Allah, “The Lord of the Worlds” means that He is their Owner and the One
Who controls them. He is their Master as well as the One Who creates them. He
raises them from one phase to another. Humans exist out of nothing for Allah
creates them from a drop of sperm fashioned as a clot of congealed blood. He
then develops the clot into a foetus lump, then bones. Then He shapes them into
humans and raises them step by step with His grace until they become full grown
adults. Then these humans start to decline in health and stature until they reach
death. Allah raises His servants with His grace. Allah is the Lord of the Worlds
is as the Surah says “Praise is to Allan — Lord of the Worlds. The Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful”. These two attributes are derived from the

mercy of Allah,

Allah says, “Master of the Day of Judgment.” (Al-Fatiha:4). The Prophet %
would sometimes interpret “Master” in two readings. Allah, the Master of the day
of Judgment, is with no doubt the Master of all things in the world and in the
Hereafter. But, in this verse, it was specified that He is the Master of the day of
Resurrection and all creatures attest to it. The veil which blinds the eyes of the
disbelievers shall be unveiled on this Day and they will see that everything is
owned by Allah. Allah says, “Now We have lifted this veil of yours, so Today
your sight is sharp!” (Qaf:22).

Allah # says, “So call upon Allah with sincere devotion, even to the dismay
of the disbelievers. He is Highly Exalted in rank, Lord of the Throne. He sends
down the revelation by His command to whoever He wills of His servants to warn
all of the Day of Meeting— the Day all will appear before Allah. Nothing about
them will be hidden from Him. He will ask, “Who does all authority belong to
this Day? To Allah—the One, the Supreme!” (Ghafir: 14-16). Allah says, “the
Day all will appear”. All creatures and all humans are on level ground of which
they have no direct knowledge. They appear at the same time and Allah hides

nothing from them. They are all within full view of “Nothing about them will be



hidden from Him”; that is they cannot hide anything from Allah of what they used
to hide in their hearts. Allah says, “on the Day all secrets will be disclosed. Then
one will have neither power nor any helper” (At-Tarig: 9-10). Then, it will be said
to them, “Who does all authority belong to this Day? To Allah” (Ghafir:16). No
one responds since they see that everything belongs to Allah. Then Allah says,
“To Allah—the One, the Supreme! Today every soul will be rewarded for what
it has done. No injustice Today! Surely Allah is swift in reckoning.” (Ghafir: 16-
17).

It was said in Hadith that Allah the almighty when He gathers everyone, He
says in a voice heard by those far as well as it is heard by those close, “I am the
King. Where are the kings of earth? I am the King.” He is the Master of the Day
of Judgment; meaning He is the Master on this Day when He judges his servants.
He has Sovereignty. Therefore, if it is said “the Master” then that means that He
owns everything and controls all. The servants come back to life on this Day to
their Creator as He first created them. Allah says, “Today you have come back to
Us all alone as We created you the first time—Ileaving behind everything We have
provided you with...” (Al-An’am: 94). The Prophet *says, “The people would
be assembled on the Day of Resurrection barefooted, naked and uncircumcised”.
Allah also says, “Just as We produced the first creation, so shall We reproduce it.
That is a promise binding on Us.” (Al-Anbya: 104). Everyone is thus resurrected
with nothing as they were first born. Allah is the “Master of the Day of Judgment”
Who rules between his servants on this Day, and no one rules beside him. Allah
says, “Surely to Us is their return, then surely with Us is their reckoning.” (Al-
Ghashiyah: 25-26).

The surah of Al-Fatihah is the greatest chapter in the Qur’an as well as the first
surah of it. Prayers are invalid unless the surah of Al-Fatihah is recited in every
Rak’a.
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“In the Name of Allah—the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. All praise
Is for Allah, Lord of all worlds, the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful, Master
of the Day of Judgment” (Al-Fatihah:1-4).

Allah is the Master of all things at all times in this world and the Hereafter. He
Is also the Master of the Day of Resurrection; the Day of Judgment. It is also the
Day of Religion; the Religion of Allah. The day in which the value and the truth
of religion are revealed, as well as the truth of those who followed the path of
Allah, believed in His religion, and abided by it. This is the Day in which the loss
of those who neglected and abandoned religion is revealed. The Day of
Resurrection, therefore, is the Day of Account. For those who abided by this
religion this is thus the Day of rewards. However, for those who neglected and

abandoned it, this is thus the Day of loss.

On this day, Allah is the only King. He is the King and Master at all times, but
this is particularly revealed to everyone on this great Day. The Day which is
feared by all companions of religion of all worlds and only neglected by
disbelievers. The Angels, the earth and heavens, and all creatures fear this Day.
It is the Day on which everyone is held accountable. The Day in which Allah the
Almighty judges even between animals as Allah #%says, “Today every soul will
be rewarded for what it has done. No injustice Today! Surely Allah is swift in
reckoning” (Ghafir:17).

Allah also says, “Surely to Us is their return, then surely with Us is their
reckoning.” (Al-Ghashiyah:25-26). On this Day, no one holds the creatures
accountable but Allah. Moreover, no one is held accountable in the place of
another. Allah does not, for instance, assign the Angel Jibreel to hold some people

accountable, nor does He assign another Angel to do the same with some other



people. Allah #*is the One Who holds each single soul accountable. The Prophet
#says, “There is no one among you but his Lord will speak to him without any
intermediary between them. He will look to his right and will not see anything
but that which he sent forth. He will look to his left and will not see anything but
that which he sent forth. Then he will look in front of him and will be faced with
the Fire. So, whoever among you can protect himself from fire, even by means of
half a date, let him do so.”

Furthermore, the One who speaks directly to everyone is Allah. Be it, believers
or disbelievers, Allah holds them all accountable. Of course, the account of
disbelievers differs from that of believers for Allah does not give value to the
disbelievers at all. Rather, He asks them objurgating questions, but not questions
of their deeds. Allah #says, “On that Day there will be no need for any human
or jinn to be asked about their sins” (Ar-Rahman:39). He does not ask questions
to get answers or to reprimand; rather, He asks questions to reproach and
objurgate. A question is akin to the wording “didn’t my Prophet come to inform
you of my religion? didn’t I grace you with wealth? What did you do for

yourself?”

Allah is the Master of the Day of Resurrection; the Day which He made
inevitable and has determined its time. Its time is known only to Him and He has
not informed neither a close angel nor a messenger of it. Even the Angel who
blows the horn does not know when he will be commanded. The Prophet #says,
“How can I be comfortable when the one with the horn is holding it in his lips
and his forehead is leaning forward, waiting to be given permission to blow?”.
Allah #says, “All praise is for Allah Who created the heavens and the earth and
made darkness and light. Yet the disbelievers set up equals to their Lord in
worship. He is the One Who created you from clay, then appointed a term for
your death and another known only to Him for your resurrection” (Al-An’am:1-

2). “Then appointed a term for your death” applies to every soul, and “another



known only to Him for your resurrection” also applies to all souls; the time of

which is known only to Allah.

Allah # also says, “They ask you "O Prophet” regarding the Hour, “When will
it be?” Say, “That knowledge is only with my Lord. He alone will reveal it when
the time comes. It is too tremendous for the heavens and the earth and will only
take you by surprise.” They ask you as if you had full knowledge of'it. Say, “That
knowledge is only with Allah, but most people do not know” (Al-A’raf: 187).

The Prophet # said that when the Hour of Reckoning comes, people will be
engrossed in their businesses and life matters. He says, “A man will be eating his
food...he will raise it to his mouth, but he won’t eat it. A man will be working in
his garden, but he won’t irrigate it. The Hour will be established while people are
at their work.” They will be unaware that this Day is the end of the world and that
it is over. The Hour is not revealed nor commanded to happen if not for the One
Who knows about; that is Allah #%. In Hadith, Jibreel asks the Prophet %, “\\/hen
is the Hour?”” The Prophet #answers, “The one who is asked about it does not

know more than the one who is asking”.

These are attributes of Allah %, “All praise is for Allah—Lord of all worlds,
the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful, Master of the Day of Judgment” (Al-
Fatihah:2-4). These attributes sum up all of His features. The other attributes,
however, are within the meanings of these attributes. The word “Lord” holds all
attributes of Allah; that Allah is the Lord of the worlds and the God Who holds
people accountable for their actions.

Then, He says, “You alone we worship and You alone we ask for help” (Al-
Fatihah:5). “You alone we worship” means that believers worship none other than
Allah. “You”, the complement, precedes the subject, “we”, to entail exclusivity.
Therefore, He differentiates between “we worship you” and “You alone we

worship”; since the first does not linguistically eliminate the possibility of



worshipping someone besides “You”. However, “You alone we worship”, entails
that believers worship no one besides “You”. Moreover, “You alone we ask for
help” entails that they seek help from “You” only and no one else. The pronoun
“You” is for Allah ¥, the addressee. “We”, the servants, address Allah and say to

Him, “You alone we worship”

What is worship? Worship in language is derived from submission and
obedience. Arabs say, this is a “paved” road; “paved” means that it has been
walked upon so much until it becomes “submissive” and easy to walk on. A
servant is one who is owned and submissive to his Master and Lord. “You alone

we worship” means that “we” obey, succumb and surrender to “You”.

The worship which Allah WT wants from His servants is a comprehensive one.
It includes many deeds, such as emotional deeds that come straight from the heart,
worship rites, financial deeds, and supplications. One of the acts of the heart is to
fear Allah for He is the Lord who accounts and punishes people for their sins and
He is Who commands to be obeyed. To fear Allah is to know that a sin has a
severe punishment. Thus, one of the greatest acts of worship is to fear Allah. All
of the deeds Allah has burdened us with, such as praying, fasting, charity, hajj
rites, are to fear Him. He says, “O humanity! Worship your Lord, Who created
you and those before you, so that you may become mindful of Him” (Al-
Bagarah:21).

Thus, to worship for piety means to worship for fear of Allah, to reach the state
of being mindful of Him, and to know that He is deserving of fear. He is, after
all, the great Lord of everything to Whom belongs everything and the submission
of all. When someone disobeys Allah, it becomes a sin as it contradicts His
command. One may disobey the command of anyone and receive no great

damage, but to disobey the command of Allah will cause all of the damage.



When Allah was disobeyed by Adam, there was punishment and penalty. Had
it not been for Adam’s repentance, then he would have received another end. The
first sin which preceded this act is the sin of Satan. Satan, along with the Angels
used to worship Allah. However, when he was told to prostrate to Adam, he
refused. Hence, he was punished as Allah says, “Allah commanded: Then get out
of Paradise, for you are truly cursed. And surely upon you is My condemnation
until the Day of Judgment” (Sad:77-78). He remains in this condemnation until
he is placed in the Fire. Satan then says when the judgment is made on the Day
of Resurrection and he’s placed in Fire as Allah # illustrates, “And Satan will say
"to his followers™ after the judgment has been passed, “Indeed, Allah has made
you a true promise. | too made you a promise, but | failed you. I did not have any
authority over you. | only called you, and you responded to me. So do not blame
me; blame yourselves. | cannot save you, nor can you save me. Indeed, | denounce
your previous association of me with Allah “in loyalty™. Surely the wrongdoers

will suffer a painful punishment” (Ibrahim:22).

To disobey Allah is a great sin. Moreover, no one forgives the sins of people
but Allah. A sin is truly a disobedience of Allah’s command. Therefore, this sin
is only cleared by Him. If a person sinned, then they were forgiven by all
creatures in heavens and earth, this is worth nothing; for a person is only truly
forgiven by Allah %, The One Who clears sins is Allah. If sins are cleared, then

the servant is forgiven. Allah is thus deserving of being feared.

Worship is a comprehensive name that includes piety; which is the highest fear
of Allah. Moreover, it also includes then longing and hope for what He has. He
is, after all, the Lord, the Self-Sufficient, and the Vast whose graces do not lack
nor do His favours end. As the Prophet % said, “O My servants, if the first of you
and the last of you, and the humans of you and the jinn of you, were all to stand
together in one place and ask Me, and | were to give everyone what he requested,

then that would not decrease what | Possess, except what is decreased of the ocean



when a needle is dipped into it”. If a needle were to be dropped in the sea, then
brought out, would the sea-level decrease? If this needle does not decrease
anything of the water of the sea, then the grace of Allah to all of His creatures
does not decrease anything of His property. There is no existence nor happiness
for a creature if not by Allah. Therefore, He deserves to be implored and asked.

Allah # says, “O humanity! It is you who stand in need of Allah (Fatir:15).

People are created poor and in need with no help or wealth but from Him. He
says, “It is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah "alone” is the Self-Sufficient,
Praiseworthy” (Fatir:15). He also says, “Your Lord has proclaimed, “Call upon
Me, | will respond to you” (Ghafir:60). One of the meanings of worship is to
supplicate to Allah to fulfil someone’s needs, to push the harm away, and to bring

the good since no one can do all of these but Allah ¥,

Other meanings of the worship of the heart after piety are fear and pleading.
Love is the love of Allah since He is deserving of being loved for His attributes
and graces. All of the feelings that Allah has made part of His worship is to
glorify, extol, implore, and ask Him for help. The following (fearing, longing,
requesting, glorifying, and loving) are acts of worship. After these, Allah has
Imposed acts of worship that He loves; such as prayer, fasting, giving zakat
(charity), and performing Hajj. Allah imposed upon humans the deeds of mercy
and compassion; such as filial piety, honesty, and maintaining trust; these are all
good manners. Then He allows and forbids what humans should do and stay away
from. He imposed some lawful and unlawful acts upon His servants concerning
matters such as food, drinks, clothes, and marriage. These are Allah’s decrees and
obeying His orders is a part of worship. Allah % says, “He has ordained for you
believers the Way which He decreed for Noah, and what We have revealed to you
O Prophet and what We decreed for Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, commanding:
“Uphold the faith, and make no divisions in it.” What you call the polytheists to
Is unbearable for them” (Ash-Shuraa:13).



These are the meanings of Allah’s worship. Worship is an act of submission
and surrender. “You only we worship” means that “we” worship none other but
“You”, (Allah) with all the acts of worship of which "You” have specified for
Yourself. Every act of worship to Allah, He has specified for Himself;
supplication, prostration, bowing, paying, giving to zakat, and giving money to
the needy. Fasting is also an act of worship for Him, so is the Hajj to Al-Ka’aba.
All of these acts should not be done for anyone but Allah. Whoever does these

for anyone else, has disbelieved in Allah.

Then comes “and You alone we ask for help”. This is an act of relinquishing
power to Allah %, “We ask” means that the servants seek help from Allah alone.
No one can help but Allah. A servant does not have his own power; his power is
received from Allah so is his success. Allah is the One Who directs the affairs of
His servant and a servant does not do harm or good to himself if not by the will
of Allah. Guidance, misguidance, wealth, and poverty are all in the hands of
Allah. Moreover, the guidance to His path, then walking through it, and

worshipping Allah are all assisted by none other than Him.

It is, then, an act of relinquishing power and a declaration that the servant does
not ask help from anyone but Allah in this worship. The prophet even allowed
believers when it is called to prayer to say “There is no power but in Allah”. This
Is because for a Muslim to head to prayers, there has to be an intention,
determination, action, and movement; and no one helps in this but Allah. No one
puts the love and longing of prayers in the heart but Allah. This is part of the

guidance that Allah provides whomever He wants and loves.

Allah # says, “You surely cannot guide whoever you like O Prophet, but it is
Allah Who guides whoever He wills” (Al-Qasas:56). The guidance is that which
comes from Allah. The assistance is also from Allah. Whoever Allah wills to

guide, He helps embrace Islam. Allah ¥ says, “\Whoever Allah wills to guide, He



opens their heart to Islam. But whoever He wills to leave astray, He makes their
chest tight and constricted as if they were climbing up into the sky” (Al-
An’am:125). This is the perfection of monotheism. “You alone we worship and
You alone we ask for help” (Al-Fatihah:5). This entails a declaration from the
servants who say, “Oh, Allah. We worship no one but You”. In other words, “we
do not disbelieve in Your worship. We long in our acts of worship for no one but

You.”
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“In the Name of Allah—the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. All praise is
for Allah—Lord of all worlds, the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful, Master
of the Day of Judgment. You alone we worship and You alone we ask for help.
Guide us along the Straight Path, the Path of those You have blessed—not those

You are displeased with, or those who are astray, Amen” (Al-Fatihah:1-7).

When Allah % says, “Guide us along the Straight Path (Al-Fatihah:6), this is
a supplication uttered by the servants to Allah to guide them to His Straight Path.
The Path which Allah describes as, “This is the Way, binding on Me” (Al-
Hijr:41).

Allah says this to Satan and Adam, illustrating that whoever walks on His path,
will then end up in His Paradise. He says, “This is the Way, binding on Me”, and
continues, “except the deviant who follows you” (Al-Hijr:42). The Straight Path
of Allah is the path He ordained for His servants. It is His religion. It is straight
in that it has no deviation in it of any kind. When a servant of Allah says, “Oh,
Allah. Guide us”, he uses the plural pronoun “us”; which is a dictation from Allah

that the believer must include all believers in His supplication to Allah.



“Guide us” entails that everyone supplicates to Allah %, “Guide us to the
Straight Path” (Al-Fatihah:6). Believers ask Allah to guide them to His Path
which leads Paradise. Everything Allah has ordered and decreed for His servants
Is on this Straight Path.

Guidance holds two meanings; guidance in the meaning of instructions and
teaching, and guidance in the meaning of success. During prayer, when a servant
asks Allah to guide him to the Straight Path, he asks for these two kinds of
guidance. This is a great grace of Allah for He illustrated His religion and path in
His Book and by way of His Prophet #. There are matters of exercise in judgment
that also need teaching and illustrating. This mission is bestowed upon whoever
is chosen from the companions of good; as the Prophet % said, “If a judge passes
judgment and strives to reach the right conclusion and gets it right, he will have
two rewards; if he strives to reach the right conclusion but gets it wrong, he will
still have one reward”. Allah guides a person into what has not been agreed upon
of His Truth by His will. Allah taught His Prophet % to say, “Guide me to the
truth where there is a difference of opinion by Thy permission. Thou guides
anyone Thou wishes to the right path”. Moreover, the Prophet % used to invoke
Allah at night, saying, "O Allah: All the praises are for You: You are the Lord of
the heavens and the earth. All the praises are for You; You are the Maintainer of
the heaven and the earth and whatever is in them. All the praises are for You; You
are the light of the heavens and the earth. Your Word is the truth, and Your
promise is the truth, and the meeting with You is the truth, and Paradise is the
truth, and the (Hell) Fire is the truth, and the Hour is the truth. O Allah! | surrender
myself to You, and | believe in You and | depend upon You, and | repent to You
and with You (Your evidences) | stand against my opponents, and to you | leave
the judgment (for those who refuse my message). O Allah! Forgive me my sins

that | did in the past or will do in the future, and also the sins | did in secret or in



public. You are my only God (Whom | worship) and there is no other God for me

(i.e. I worship none but You)".

Guidance to the Straight Path thus includes instructing, teaching, and granting
success in reaching the truth. It is also Allah’s guidance to those He loves from
His servants to guide them to His worship. Not everyone who knows the truth
follows it, but whoever Allah provides with success follows it. Satan and the
disbelievers know the truth but they don’t follow it because Allah misguided
them. Whoever disbelieves in Allah is blinded by Him. Therefore, a servant calls

for Allah and supplicates to Him to guide him to the Straight Path.

Allah describes this Path in this verse, “the Path of those You have blessed”
(Al-Fatihah:7). Those, whom Allah has blessed, are blessed with a special grace.
That is the grace of guidance and success to follow this Path. Not every one of
Allah’s servants 1s guided to the good. There are those who disbelieve and those
who believe. Whoever He wishes to guide, then they are guided; and, whoever
He wishes to stray from the path, then they are led astray. Indeed, this affair is
wholly Allah’s. He says, “Surely this is a reminder. So let whoever will take the
Right Way to their Lord. But you cannot "to do so” unless Allah wills. Indeed,
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. He admits whomever He wills into His mercy.
As for the wrongdoers, He has prepared for them a painful punishment” (Al-
Insan:29-31).

Allah places whoever He wills in His mercy. Likewise, He leads whoever He
wants astray because by His knowledge that that person does not deserve
guidance. Therefore, those who are guided are guided by the graces and favours
of Allah. This is what He says in response to the disbelievers who undermined
the poor and needy believers by saying, “so those disbelievers may say, “Has
Allah favoured these poor believers out of all of us?””” (Al-An’am:53). What they
meant is that how could Allah offer guidance and success of religion to their



slaves, and deny them whom Allah has graced with money, children and prestige

bl

Therefore, they said, “these "poor believers™ referring to the people they
undermined; such as Bilal, Ammar, Suhaib, and others whom “Allah favoured...
out of all of us?” while they are the companions of wealth, status, and riches

which Allah had graced them with?

Allah says, “Does Allah not best recognize the grateful”. This means that Allah
recognizes those who are granted guidance and praise Him for it and those who

don’t.

In all cases, guidance and going astray are up to Allah. He explains the
reasoning behind this when He says,, “As for the one who is charitable, mindful
"of Allah”, and "firmly” believes in the finest reward, We will facilitate for them
the Way of Ease. And as for the one who is stingy, indifferent "to Allah”, and
"staunchly” denies the finest reward, We will facilitate for them the path of

hardship” (Al-Layl:5-10).

Allah rewards the servant for his deeds. Whoever believes, follows Allah, and
believes the Truth that Allah ¥ and the Prophets £ came with, then He will guide
him through granting him belief. “Belief” includes believing all the Prophets have
been sent with. Believing in what the Prophets were sent with leads to believing
in Allah, the Creator. Thus, what the Prophets have called for is explicit and

clear.

The Prophets called for the worship of Allah, the One and Indivisible, the
Creator of heavens and earth, and the Creator of all; who has control over
everything. This thing is undoubted by anyone with mind and reason. Doubt
comes from disbelief. Those who disbelieve in the Truth when it is revealed are
punished by Allah. He blinds their sights to the truth. Allah says, “As for those

who persist in disbelief, it is the same whether you warn them or not—they will



never believe. Allah has sealed their hearts and their hearing, and their sight is

covered. They will suffer a tremendous punishment” (Al-Bagarah:6-7).

Allah gives them this punishment because they disbelieved when the Truth was
revealed to them and when they were guided to the Straight Path. They said,
“No” after everything was revealed. When they rejected it, Allah turned their
hearts and eyes away from it. Allah #says, “So when they persistently deviated,
Allah caused their hearts to deviate” (As-Saf:5). Allah punished them for their
deviation. He also says, “We turn their hearts and eyes away "from the truth” as
they refused to believe at first” (Al-An’am:110). Allah blinds them. Therefore,
their guidance becomes impossible. Allah then says, “as they refused to believe

at first, leaving them to wander blindly in their defiance” (Al-An’am:110).

Guidance is from Allah. He chooses whomever He wants to be guided by grace
and favour from Him. The companions of Allah’s grace are deserving of that
because when religion and the message were revealed to them by way of the
Prophet 2, they accepted the Truth and believed in it. Allah then guided them.
Allah # says, “As for the one who is charitable, mindful "of Allah”, and firmly
believes in the finest reward, We will facilitate for them the Way of Ease. And as
for the one who is stingy, indifferent "to Allah”, and staunchly denies the finest
reward, We will facilitate for them the path of hardship” (Al-Layl:5-10).
Therefore, the servants say, “Guide us to the Straight Path” (Al-Fatihah:6); the
straight path which begins here and leads to Allah.

Allah also says about this Path, “the Path of those You have blessed” (Al-
Fatihah:7). “Those You have blessed” with guidance and remembering are what
Allah says, “And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger will be in the company
of those blessed by Allah: the prophets, the people of truth, the martyrs, and the
righteous—what honourable company! This is Allah’s favour, and Allah fully
knows "who deserves it”” (An-Nisa:69-70).



This verse illustrates the meaning of “the Path of those You have blessed”.
Allah told us that those whom He graced are the believers, “And whoever obeys
Allah and the Messenger will be in the company of those blessed by Allah”. This
means that the end will be in Paradise with “the company of those blessed by
Allah”. They will be with the Prophets. A prophet is a messenger of Allah %,
They will also gather with “the people of truth”. This alludes to those who are not
prophets but believed. In other words, those who believed the prophets. For
instance, Abu Bakir As-Sidik (Abu Bakir the Believer) was nicknamed (As-
Sidik) because he believed the Prophet . When some great things happened, the
disbelievers found it impossible to believe the Prophet %, especially when he told
them of his Night Journey from Mecca to Jerusalem and back on the same night
when that journey takes a whole month-journey and another one to go way back
on their camels. Therefore, they spread the word everywhere and said,
“Mohammad has proved to be a liar. He claimed that he went to Jerusalem and
returned on the same night”. They told Abu Bakir, “Your friend has claimed this
and that.” Abu Bakir then asked, “Did he say that?” When they said “yes”, Abu
Bakir said, “I believe him even if he said that he went farther than that.” He added,
“I believe him even if he said that he went farther than that. | believe him when
he says that he is ordered from the Sky. And the Sky is farther than Jerusalem.”
He is hence nicknamed “As-Sidik.

Allah described Mary saying that she is the believing mother since she believed
in His words and His prophets. He says, “There is also the example of Mary, the
daughter of ’Imran, who guarded her chastity, so We breathed into her womb
through Our angel "Gabriel’. She testified to the words of her Lord and His
Scriptures and was one of the "sincerely” devout” (At-Tahrim:12). “As-Sidik”
(The Believer), therefore, is the one who believes in the Truth and believes the

prophets.



Accordingly, martyrs are the people who are killed in the name of Allah to
raise His word. They are accompanied by those who had an obvious trial; Allah

places them in the same status (as martyrs).

The righteous are every righteous servant of Allah. The concept of
righteousness is that of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah. When is the servant
considered righteous? This righteousness is determined by Allah. They are those
who commit good deeds. They are the groups of people which Allah has graced.
Allah # says, “And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger will be in the
company of those blessed by Allah: the prophets, the people of truth, the martyrs,

and the righteous—what honourable company!” (An-Nisa:69).

There is no greater or better companionship than this one; a righteous company
that is gathered by Allah. He gathers them all in Paradise within His mercy.
Therefore, when praying, believers say, “Guide us”. In other words, they are
saying, “Oh, Allah. Lead us to the Straight Path which leads to the company of
this righteous companionship. Allah says, “the Path of those You have blessed”
(Al-Fatiha:7). The Path that they adopted and went through until they reached
Allah's mercy. This is akin to what the Prophet # said on his deathbed, “with the
Highest Companion’; then he looked to the sky and pointed with his finger.
A'isha said, “when death approached him while his head was on my thigh, he
became unconscious and then recovered his consciousness. He then looked at the
ceiling of the house and said, "O Allah! (with) the highest companions.” I said (to
myself), "Hence, he is not going to choose us". “He is not going to choose us”
meaning that he did not choose to stay. Indeed, when every prophet is close to his
death, Allah sends the Angel of Death to him and lets him choose between staying
and dying. The Angel does not reap the soul of prophets without their knowledge.
They are allowed to choose between life and death. This is part of the favours
which He has graced upon His prophets. When the Prophet  said, “With the

highest companions”, he meant that he chose to leave to be with the highest



companions in Paradise; which illustrates that Paradise is the ceiling above these

creatures, upon which lies the Throne of Allah #,

This is righteous companionship. Those, as Allah illustrates, “And whoever
obeys Allah and the Messenger will be in the company of those blessed by Allah:
the prophets, the people of truth, the martyrs, and the righteous—what honourable
company! This is Allah’s favour” (An-Nisa:69-70). This favour is to allow the
servant among them. Allah then continues, “This is Allah’s favour, and Allah
fully knows "who deserves it (An-Nisa:70). No one better knows the creation
of Allah but Him. Allah thus is knowledgeable of whoever He chooses to be part

of this companionship; the company of those whom Allah has blessed.

So believers call in prayer for Allah to guide them to the Straight Path of those
He blessed. Those whom He blessed are, “not those You are displeased with, or

those who are astray” (Al-Fatihah:7).

“Those You are displeased with”; displeasure here refers to that of Allah.
Those people with whom Allah is angry. ““Those who are astray” refers to those
who lost the Straight Path. The Prophet # said, “The Jews are those at whom
Allah is angry, and the Christians have strayed”. Those people’s path is to the
Fire. It is different from the path which Allah has graced believers with. The basis
for the religion of Christians is misguidance. However, the Jews have the wrath
of Allah as they already knew the Truth but still did not follow it. The truth that
they neglected is that of the last Prophet 2. Anyone who knows the Truth and

neglects it is included within the wrath of Allah.

Moreover, Allah has taken this pledge from them to believe the Prophet who
was spoken of by Moses. Allah told Musa when he asked Him, *“...he asked, “My
Lord! Reveal Yourself to me so | may see You” (Al-A’raf:143). Allah then
answered: “Allah answered, “You cannot see Me! But look at the mountain. If it

remains firm in its place, only then will you see Me.” When his Lord appeared to



the mountain, He levelled it to dust and Moses collapsed unconscious. When he
recovered, he cried, “Glory be to You! I turn to You in repentance and | am the
first of the believers. Allah said, “O Moses! I have already elevated you above all
others by My messages and speech. So hold firmly to what | have given you and
be grateful.” We wrote for him on the Tablets the fundamentals of everything;
commandments and explanations of all things. We commanded, “Hold to this
firmly and ask your people to take the best of it.* I will soon show all of you the
home of the rebellious.” (Al-A’raf: 143-145).

Allah then ordered Moses to choose seventy men of his people to take the
covenant of following the words of the Torah. Moses thus chose seventy of the
finest and most honoured men from his people. When he took them to the Mount
they were shocked by the earthquake. Allah ¥ then said, “Moses chose seventy
men from among his people for Our appointment and, when they were seized by
an earthquake,! he cried, “My Lord! Had You willed, You could have destroyed
them long ago, and me as well. Will You destroy us for what the foolish among
us have done? This is only a test from You—by which You allow whoever you
will to stray and guide whoever You will. You are our Guardian. So forgive us
and have mercy on us. You are the best forgiver. Ordain for us what is good in
this life and the next. Indeed, we have turned to You "in repentance™ (Al-
A’raf:155-156).

Allah continued, “I will inflict My torment on whoever | will. But My mercy
encompasses everything. | will ordain mercy for those who shun evil, pay alms-
tax, and believe in Our revelations. “"They are’ the ones who follow the
Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whose description they find in their Torah and
the Gospel.! He commands them to do good and forbids them from evil, permits
for them what is lawful and forbids to them what is impure, and relieves them

from their burdens and the shackles that bound them. "Only” those who believe



in him, honour and support him, and follow the light sent down to him will be
successful.” (Al-A’raf:156-157).

It is as if Allah tells Moses, “Your people do not have seventy men who are
deserving to fulfil religion as they should. However, this is saved for the people
who are at the end of their lifetime, and whose majority is of the companions of
good and favour. Allah says, “But My mercy encompasses everything. | will
ordain mercy for those who shun evil, pay alms-tax, and believe in Our
revelations. “They are the ones who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet,

whose description they find in their Torah and the Gospel” (Al-A’raf:156-157).

From Moses’ people, there were only two men who obeyed Allah to fight those
who assaulted them. Therefore, Moses said in the end, “[Moses] said, “My Lord!
| have no control over anyone except myself and my brother. So set us apart from
the rebellious people” (Al-Ma’idah:25). He called them the rebellious people as
they did not fulfil the order of Allah; which is to fight those who were ordained
to fight; unlike the people of Mohammad %. The Prophet went to his first battle
unprepared with only three hundred and some men. All of these men said, “By
Allah, if it happens that you go across the sea, then so shall we and no one will

stay behind”. Those people differ from the people of Moses.

It is a fact that the Jews knew of the attribute of the Prophet £ and that he truly
Is the Prophet of Allah. Even Abdullah Bin Salam, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, “Oh, Prophet of Allah. I know you more than my son. But the Jews are
a people of liars”. They did not believe in the Prophet £, so Allah was displeased

with them.

As for Christians, with their exaggerated glorifying of Jesus bit by bit, and by
making up acts of worship that have not been ordained by Allah, went astray from
the Path of Right. They believed they were right so they went astray. The Path of
Islam the one that Allah blessed upon whomever He wills of his servants to



follow. It is the Straight Path that is different from the path of Jews, Christians,

and others like them who are astray and have the displeasure of Allah.

The surah of Al-Fatihah is a great surah and it is the Prayer. If a servant prays,
Allah then divides the prayer between Him and His servant as the following
Hadith illustrates, “Allah said, 'l have divided the prayer between Myself and My
slave into two halves: My slave shall have what he has asked for. 'When the slave
says: 'Alhamdulillah Rab il Alameen (All the praise is to Allah, the Lord of all
that exists)," Allah says: 'My slave has praised Me, and My slave shall have what
he has asked for." And when he says: 'Ar-Rahmanir-Rahim (The Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful)," Allah says: ‘My slave has extolled Me, and My slave shall
have what he has asked for." And when he says: 'Maliki yawmiddin [The Only
Owner (and he Ruling Judge] if the Day of Recompense],' Allahs says: 'My slave
has Glorified Me. This is for Me, and this Verse is between me and My slave in
two halves." And when he says: ' lyyaka na’budu wa iyyaka nastain [You (Alone)
we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help],' He says: 'This is between Me and
My slave, and My slave shall have what he has asked for." And the end of the
Surah is for My slave." And when he says: 'Ihdinas-siratal-mustageema, siratal-
alldhina an'amta alayhim a lad-dallin [Guide us to the Straight Way, the way of
those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those who
earned Your Anger, nor of those who went astray],' He says: ‘This is for My slave,

and My slave shall have what he has asked for”

Therefore, if believers perform their prayers, they should appreciate this act
and acknowledge that they are doing the greatest supplication. They should also
know that Allah answers every supplication of these verses. When they say, “All
praise is for Allah—Lord of all worlds”, Allah then responds, “My worshipper

has praised me” and so on until the end of this prayer.



With this, this great Surah ends. We ask Allah to forgive our sins, repent to
Him, turn to Him, and seek refuge in Him. Praise is to Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds, at the beginning and the end. And peace be upon His servant and
messenger Mohammad. We ask Allah to make it beneficial to Muslims in the east
and west of the earth, and to make this a treasure for us on the Day of

Resurrection.

Al-Bagarah

The surah of Al-Bagarah (The Cow) is the longest, greatest, and most
honorable Surah in the Qur’an. This Surah is the registry of Islam. It is a surah
that invites to Allah. It is an illustration of the message which was delivered
through the Prophet £, and the registry of legislation that Allah has decreed for
the people.

Lots of Hadiths come to address the favor of this surah. It is said that Al-
Baqarah and Ali ‘Imran are manifested on the Day of Resurrection as groups of
birds that shadow their companion. It is also said that if a person memorizes Al-
Bagarah, then he will feel more honored among the Companions of the Prophet
2. There is also a story of a group that went to the Prophet 2 who asked them,
“Who among you memorizes the Qur’an?”. One person among the group said, “I
memorize these surahs and Al-Baqgarah”. The Prophet then told him, “You are

better than them”.

The surah of Al-Baqarah is part of the Medinite Qur’an. It was wholly
revealed to the Prophet £ within nine years. It includes verses that were sent down
in the second year of the Prophet’s migration; such as the verses of fasting. It also
includes the last verses that were sent down days before the death of the Prophet
#. These verses are, “Be mindful of the Day when you will "all” be returned to
Allah, then every soul will be paid in full for what it has done, and none will be
wronged” (Al-Bagarah: 281).



The Qur’an used to come for the Prophet *# in parts; that is a group of
verses at a time. The Prophet ¥ used to place the verse at the beginning of a
hundred verses; that is to place a verse after a certain verse and so on. This is also
part of the miraculous nature of the Qur’an; that it is from Allah # and not from
the Prophet. The Qur’an is not like any other book whose writer writes according
to an outline. The Qur’an was complete in the heavens and then sent down in
parts and verses. A verse would be part of a certain surah whereas other verses
might be part of another. A surah’s place could be in here while another’s is there.
Therefore, when the construction of this was completed, the order of the Qur’an

was completed.

The comprehensive unity between the Qur’an’s surahs does exist. This
unity exists within every Surah for every surah of the Qur’an is an individual unit.
It consists of a single coherent subject with introductions and sections. Every
section leads to the other and every meaning leads to the other. A surah is not a

collection of haphazard unrelated verses.

The surah of Al-Bagarah starts with the separated letters, “Alif-Lam-Mim”
(Al-Bagarah:1). The scholars suggested many interpretations regarding the
meaning of these letters. Then, Allah used a demonstrative pronoun to illustrate
the greatness of the Qur’an, “This is the Book there is no doubt about it...” (Al-
Bagarah:2).

Then comes the illustration of the reactions of people regarding this
Qur’an. They are divided into three categories; there are the believers who benefit
from this Qur’an and they alone are the companions of guidance by it. Then, there
are the disbelievers whom Allah has locked the hearts of. Finally, there are the
hypocrites who go back and forth between believing and disbelieving; they show
belief but hide disbelief.



Allah then gave them an example to reveal their truth that explains the
meaning of hypocrisy and its image. Then comes an invitation from Allah for all
people to believe in Him. This is the first order in Quran which says, “O
humanity! Worship your Lord, Who created you and those before you, so that
you may become mindful "of Him™ (Al-Bagarah:21). After this verse, comes an
illustration of the proof of this invitation; that is Allah is the Lord of the worlds.
Then comes an illustration of why Allah decrees this invitation. This proof is then
followed by proof for the honesty of the Prophet £ and that this invitation has
befallen upon him. It also adds that the Prophet % is supported by a solid miracle
which is Quran from Allah. Allah % says, “And if you are in doubt about what
We have revealed to Our servant, then produce a surah like it and call your helpers

other than Allah, if what you say is true” (Al-Bagarah:23).

This is then followed by what consequences follow the invitation of Allah
for the people to worship Him alone with no partner. Allah says, “But if you are
unable to do so—and you will never be able to do so—then fear the Fire fueled
with people and stones, which is prepared for the disbelievers” (Al-Bagarah:24).
The next verse then illustrates the other party, “Give good news "O Prophet” to
those who believe and do good that they will have Gardens under which rivers
flow...” (Al-Baqarah:25). Then comes an illustration of Allah’s way of
addressing the people and that He does not shy away, “...from using the parable
of a mosquito or what is even smaller...” (Al-Bagarah:26). By illustrating facts,
Allah can address the people and mention some of the creatures that they might
see as trivial; such as the donkey, the dog, the elephant, the fly, and the mosquito.
This is so that people do not think that the Lords’ speech is empty of such

references.

As for the believers, they know that it is the truth from their Lord while the
disbelievers argue, “What does Allah mean by such a parable? Allah #*says,

“Through this "test’, He leaves many to stray, and guides many. And He leaves



none to stray except the rebellious” (Al-Bagarah:26). Then comes the illustration
of the origins of mankind. It all started when Allah informed the angels of His
will in creating humanity. This was followed by the response of the Angels,
Allah’s response to them, and the creation of Adam subsequently. This was then
followed by ordering the Angels to prostrate to Adam and the rebellious action
of Satan. This was then followed by Allah warning Adam and his offspring from

following the devil.

After Allah illustrated the origin of man and the mission he was created
for, and after the battle that started with Satan’s rejection to prostrate to Adam,
Allah started directing the invitation of belief to the Jews since they held the
heritage of religion. They had the last message of Allah and His last ordain. They
believed that they were the people of guidance and Allah’s Chosen People.
Therefore, He started directing the invitation to them. Allah says, “O children of
Israel. Remember My favours upon you. Fulfil your covenant and I will fulfil
Mine, and stand in awe of Me "alone™ (Al-Bagarah:40). The conversation with
the Jews continues from this verse; verse 40 of the surah of Al-Bagarah, until
Verse 141; almost one hundred verses and one. All of these verses are an
argument against the Jews to remind them of their past, with Allah’s grace upon
them, their changing and false interpreting of their Book, to completely reveal
them to Muslims, and establish the proof against them. The reason why Al-
Bagarah takes more than one hundred verses to address the Jews is that it is a
transition. The emergence of the Prophet £ is a transition process for the message
of Allah from the Children of Israel to the Children of Ismail. The matter here
was over with the children of Israel. Their last prophet was Jesus and, of course,
the Jews did not believe him. However, his law is that of the Children of Israel.
Allah says the following about him, “and "make him" a messenger to the Children
of Israel "to proclaim, ™ ‘I have come to you with a sign from your Lord: | will

make for you a bird from clay ....” (Ali ‘Imran:49).



After this, the addressing of the Jews ends. It ends with completely
detaching them from religion for they are not followers of Allah, and they are
related to lbrahim by blood but not by fellowship. Allah says this about the
righteous people of them; those of Prophets Ibrahim, Ismail and their children,
“That was a community that had already gone before. For them is what they
earned and for you is what you have earned. And you will not be accountable for
what they have done” (Al-Bagarah:134). They are people who are completely
different from Muslims. In other words, Allah says if someone disbelieves the
Prophet Mohammad #, then they are disbelievers; their relation to their

forefathers becomes void.

Subsequently, the surah begins to explicate the independent legislation of
Allah for the people of Mohammad 2. It starts when Allah says, “The foolish
among the people will ask, “Why did they turn away from the direction of prayer
they used to face? ...” (Al-Bagarah:142). Thus, first comes the determining of
the Qibla (the destination to the Ka’ba direction); which is considered a beacon
and center for the people of Islam as it gathers Muslims from all directions. They
pray; which is their most honorable deed, facing one place and direction. The
same could be said about hajj when people of all places gather in this one place.
The legislation thus starts with the Qibla. This legislation of the Qibla caused a
battle with the Jews; who also disputed with the Prophet % for changing the Qibla
from Jerusalem to Mecca. Allah then explains that Mecca is the original Qibla
and that it was built by Ibrahim £ the father of the Prophets. After this comes the
rest of the legislation for the people and Allah’s promise to them. As Allah says,
“O believers! Seek comfort in patience and prayer. Allah is truly with those who
are patient. Never say that those martyred in the cause of Allah are dead—in fact,
they are alive!” (Al-Bagarah:153-154).

The whole surah then comes with legislation that starts from this verse until

the verse of Debt Mortgage. This is then followed by a warning and advice from



Allah that the matters are all in His hand. Allah says, “To Allah "alone” belongs
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Whether you reveal what
Is in your hearts or conceal it, Allah will call you to account for it. He forgives
whomever He wills and punishes whoever He wills. And Allah is Most Capable
of everything” (Al-Bagarah:284). Moreover, at the end of the Surah, comes an
assertion from Allah that this Prophet % believed in what He has bestowed upon
him. Allah also asserts that the believers who followed Muhammad % also
believed in what Allah bestowed upon His Prophet. Their reward, thus, is as Allah
says, “The Messenger "firmly” believes in what has been revealed to him from
his Lord, and so do the believers. They "all” believe in Allah, His angels, His
Books, and His messengers. "They proclaim, ™ “We make no distinction between
any of His messengers.” And they say, “We hear and obey. "We seek” Your

forgiveness, our Lord! And to You "alone” is the final return” (Al-Bagarah:285).

The Surah then continues with, “Allah does not require” (Al-Bagarah:256).
This Verse comes as an illustration of the wisdom of Allah and His mercy in
legislating this for this final group of people who are under His mercy. Allah has
taken away all of the restraints, strictness, and traces which He previously
bestowed upon the Children of Israel. Allah # says, “Allah does not require of
any soul more than what it can afford. All good will be for its own benefit, and
all evil will be to its own loss. "The believers pray, " “Our Lord! Do not punish
us if we forget or make a mistake. Our Lord! Do not place a burden on us like the
one you placed on those before us. Our Lord! Do not burden us with what we
cannot bear. Pardon us, forgive us, and have mercy on us. You are our "only”
Guardian. So grant us victory over the disbelieving people” (Al-Bagarah:286);
this is the last verse of the surah of Al-Bagarah.

If one was to look into the surah, he will find that it is a comprehensive
unit. Every meaning leads to the other, and it is one subject. However, it was

revealed to the Prophet # within nine years. The verses used to be regarding a



specific subject and the Prophet # instructed to place it in a specific place. Other
verses would then be revealed, and he instructed them to put them in this place or
that. The verses did not come ordered. Some verses were placed at the beginning
of the surah, some in the middle, while others were placed in the end. This is one
of the greatest proofs that this Qur’an is from Allah % and not from Mohammad
%, This reference was to the general meaning of the surah that will be followed

by a detailing of its meanings.

First, the surah of Al-Bagarah starts with “In the Name of Allah—the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful””; akin to all surahs of the Qur'an except for Surah
Al-Tawbah. Allah then says, “Alif-Lam-Mim” (Al-Bagarah:1). Alif-Lam- Mim
are separate letters of the Arabic Alphabet. The Arabic alphabet consists of
twenty-eight letters. This style of starting the surah with separate letters is not
familiar to Arabs in their speech and this is unique to the Qur’an. Islamic scholars
have their sayings regarding this. The majority of them say that only Allah knows
what they mean. These letters didn’t have any following verses to explain them,
nor did the Prophet ¥ make Hadiths that explain to the people the meaning of
these letters. It is not allowed for believers to interpret the Book of Allah without
knowledge. They must stop at what they believe is uncertain; as Allah has taught
them. Allah ¥ says, “He is the One Who has revealed to you "O Prophet™ the
Book, of which some verses are precise—they are the foundation of the Book—
while others are elusive. Those with deviant hearts follow the elusive verses
seeking "to spread” doubt through their "false” interpretations—but none grasps
their "full” meaning except Allah. As for those well-grounded in knowledge, they
say, “We believe in this "Quran™—it is all from our Lord.” But none will be
mindful “of this™ except people of reason” (Ali ‘Imran:7). This is the first

perspective of the scholars regarding the meaning of these letters.

The second perspective is that some scholars said that the whole Qur’an

came down to meditate and take lessons. As Allah % says, “"This is" a blessed



Book which We have revealed to you "O Prophet™ so that they may contemplate
its verses, and people of reason may be mindful” (Sad:29). They say that there is
nothing in the Qur’an that is not for meditation and believers are supposed to look
into the meaning that could be understood out of these letters. This perspective
has some truth to it and some of it is far from the truth. The view that is close to
the truth and is attested by the Qur’an is that this is a reference from Allah to
Arabs and their language. Therefore, let the Arabs write a work of these letters in
the same style to contradict the Qur’an or make an equal to it. If they can’t —even
though the Qur’an is made from their language and letters — then they should
know that it was revealed by Allah. Allah challenged Arabs to come up with a
work as the Qur’an, ss He says, “Let them then produce something like it, if what
they say is true!” (At-Tur:34). It was even told that the Qur’an has come in their
language. As Allah says, “Indeed, We have sent it down as an Arabic Quran so

that you may understand” (Yusuf:2).

These are the interpretations the scholars adopt regarding these separate
letters. It is even attested by Allah that He challenged the Arabs to write a book
similar to this Qur’an. These scholars then say that these letters are followed with
the proof of the Qur’an being from Allah. For example, like here in the surah of
Al-Bagarah, Allah says, “Alif-Lam-Mim. This is the Book! There is no doubt
about it—a guide for that mindful "of Allah™ (Al-Bagarah:1-2). This is a

reference to the Qur’an; that this Qur’an is from these letters.

There is another view. It is that these letters are warning letters; such as
“Alif-Lam-Mim” (Al-Bagarah:1), “Kaf-Ha-Ya-"Ain- Sad” (Maryam:1), “Ha-
Mim” (Ghafir:1), and “’Ain-Sin-Qaf” (Ash-Shuraa:2). These are considered
warning tools to catch people’s attention. Moreover, some say that these letters
are names of the surahs. Therefore, we name these surahs “Alif-Lam-Mim” (As-

Sajdah:1) and “Qaf. By the glorious Quran!” (Qaf:1); and so on. Some even say



that they follow the Abjad Numeral; which is without a doubt a very far-fetched

assumption. There is no link between the separated letters in the Qur’an and this.

What is more believable of these views is the one that says that these
separated letters are an indication from Allah that the Qur’an is in the language
of Arabs. The separate letters in the Qur’an are fourteen letters; which are half of
the Arabic Alphabet. This might be an indication of this meaning which was
adopted by some scholars; that these letters are proof from Allah that the Qur’an

Is from these letters.

“Alif-Lam-Mim” (Al-Bagarah:1). Allah then says, “This is the Book!
There is no doubt about it” (Al-Bagarah:2). “This” (in the Arabic language) is a
reference for what is far. This refers to the Qur’an that is between the hands of
the people. Therefore, when someone is referred to as far, it is an indication of its
glorifying. Allah says, “This is the Book!”. Stopping at “the Book” means that
this is what deserves to be called a book. Therefore, other written things are called
books out of convenience. Then came the description of this book; as Allah says,
“There is no doubt about it” (Al-Bagarah:2). To doubt is to question. Allah
negates the doubt by the negative particle; He denies any kind of doubt regarding
His book and that it is revealed by Him.

Allah then illustrates the positions people took from this book. He says this
book is “a guide for those mindful "of Allah™ (Al-Bagarah:2). “A guide”.
Guidance holds two meanings; the guidance to success and commitment of the
light, the straight path and the Truth, and the guidance of instructions and proof.
The Qur’an is two kinds of guidance; guidance to those who believed in it “a
guide for those mindful "of Allah” and who are described as, “who believe in the
unseen” (Al-Bagarah:3).

Even though Allah has informed people the Qur’an is a guidance for all; as

He says, “Ramadan is the month in which the Quran was revealed as a guide for



humanity with clear proofs of guidance and the standard "to distinguish between
right and wrong™...” (Al-Bagarah:185). “A guide for humanity” means that it is
clear to everyone. Everyone can understand it; the good, the bad, the believer,
and the disbeliever. Everyone understands what Allah wants. As Allah says, “And
We have certainly made the Quran easy to remember. So, is there anyone who
will be mindful?”” (Al-Qamar:17). However, whoever believes in the Qur’an, will
be guided by Allah, and whoever disbelieves, will be blinded and unable to
perceive the Qur’an. As Allah % says, “"O Prophet, " “It is a guide and a healing
to the believers. As for those who disbelieve, there is deafness in their ears and
blindness to it "in their hearts™...” (Fussilat:40). In other words, they will be so
blinded to be guided by the Qur’an. Allah also says, “We send down the Quran
as a healing and mercy for the believers, but it only increases the wrongdoers in
loss™ (Al-lIsra:82).

The Qur’an, after all, is the same. However, for those who believed in it,
Allah guides them. Whereas those who disbelieved and rejected it will be blinded
to its guidance. As Allah says while describing the Jews, “And your Lord’s
revelation to you "O Prophet™ will only cause many of them to increase in
wickedness and disbelief” (Al-Ma’idah:68). In other words, as the Qur’an
continued to be revealed to the Prophet #, their disbelief and wickedness
increased. As for the hypocrites, Allah says, “But as for those with sickness in
their hearts, it has increased them only in wickedness upon their wickedness, and
they die as disbelievers” (At-Tawbah:125).

The Qur’an, thus, is the same. Believers, however, would only increase in
their belief; unlike the companions of disbelief who will increase in their
disbelief. Therefore, a guide for those mindful "of Allah™ is specific for those who

believe.



To believe is to be pious is to want fear and protection. For example, one
might protect themselves from the rain with an umbrella or a coat. In other words,
they used something to protect themselves from the rain. Thus, piety is fear and
protection. Pious people are hence those who fear Allah and protect themselves
from His punishment and Wrath. can only be achieved with obedience to Allah
and belief in Him. This is also the most honorable of names “the companions” of

belief and piety. This is the true meaning of piety.

The Quran is a “guide of those mindful of Allah.” Allah describes those
believers and says, “Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and donate from
what We have provided for them, and who believe in what has been revealed to
you "O Prophet™ and what was revealed before you, and have sure faith in the
Hereafter. It is they who are "truly” guided by their Lord, and it is they who will
be successful” (Al-Bagarah:3-5).

The Qur’an is special guidance from Allah #for His pious servants who
believe in Him and take protection from His punishment. Piety is one of the most
honorable names of the companions of belief; it is the true meaning of being a
servant to Allah . A true servant of Allah fears Him. Therefore, when the
Prophet illustrated his favor over the rest of his people, he said, “I am the most

Allah fearing, and know Allah better than all of you do”.

Then, Allah describes the pious and says, “who believe in the unseen”. The
first attribute of those pious people is that they believe in the unseen. Faith is
belief. It is not but the absolute belief for whoever believes in something unseen
and does what is required of that belief is a true believer. However, if a person
does not do what is required of belief, then he is blasphemous and disbelieving.
The unseen is everything that is not perceived by us. First, according to Allah #;
Allah does not have something that is known and unknown in regards to all of

His creatures for everything is known to Him. The angels, for instance, are



unknown to us since we do not see, hear, or feel them even if they were around
us. However, the angels, according to their world and themselves, are known

amongst themselves.

The unseen is two types; one that only Allah knows about and has informed
no one of His creatures about, be it a close Angle or a sent Prophet. For instance,
the time of the Hour. It is only known by Allah; neither Jibreel nor Mikael or any
of His angels or creatures know about it. When is it? What will happen tomorrow?
That is only known to Allah. Moreover, Allah # has informed none of His
creatures about what will be in the future. No one knows about this besides what
Allah allows them to know. No one knows where they will die. No one knows
what is in the womb but Allah until He wills the wombs to carry whatever He
wants. Even the Angel who blows in the soul does not know what this lump of
flesh will truly be, will it be a male? Will it be a female? What is its task? What’s
its wealth? When does it die? Will it be happy or sad? This is all decided by Allah

and He informs the angel when it’s time.

The point is, there is an unseen known only to Allah and an additional
unseen known by some creatures only. According to us, humans, we have an
additional unknown similar to the angels. What is beyond this world? Other
worlds? There are many things that we do not see. Who preceded us, the creation
of Adam, his time in Paradise, the dispute with Iblees when he did not prostrate
to Adam, Allah’s punishment of him and banishment from Paradise, and many
other things told by Allah. This is unseen to us. Allah tells us about this unseen
and we have no way of knowing it but through Allah. Humans can’t know this
unseen; whether it is the unseen which Allah has hidden from them and their

senses or the unseen which is known only to Allah %,

This unseen cannot be known unless through Allah. Every way that

discovers something or is aspired to know this unseen is not permitt ed. Allah %



says, “"He 1s the” Knower of the unseen, disclosing none of it to anyone, except
messengers of His choice. Then He appoints angel-guards before and behind
them to ensure that the messengers fully deliver the messages of their Lord...”
(Al-Jinn: 26-28). The first attribute of the believers is that they believe in the
unseen and in what Allah # inform them through the prophets. This unseen starts
with Allah. Allah is unseen to humans. They do not see Him nor hear Him. He is
not encompassed by any image of their senses. Allah # is unseen. The angels are
unseen. The Day of Resurrection is unseen; even though it is described as well as
what happens in it? What occurs in it step by step? This is the unseen that Allah

has told us about.

He also told us all of its attributes. Paradise, to us, is unseen; however, it
does exist. Hell, to us, is unseen; we do not see it. No matter how advanced our
sciences are, we will not see it, but it exists. This is the unseen that is told by
Allah .%He tells us that hell has been ambushed; as Allah % says, “Indeed, Hell
is lying in ambush” (An-Naba: 21). Heaven does exist. Whenever it's Ramadan,
the Prophet £ says, “The gates of the Garden are opened and the gates of the Fire
are locked™; which is a fact and not a metaphor. The Prophet said when he heard
the Companions, this is a stone that has been thrown from the cliff of Jahannam
and reached its bottom now. It exists at its bottom. The Prophet has seen it through
his eyes and Allah informed us about it in detail. This is the first attribute of the
pious servants of Allah; they believe and have faith in the unseen. They believe
in Allah, His angels, His Books, His prophets, and the Hereafter. They believe
that Allah decided everything for His creatures before they are created and that

everything that happens in this universe happens with His decision.

Moreover, their second attribute is that they pray. Prayer in Arabic means
supplication. Prayer, in the legislation of Allah to His servants, the legislation of
the Prophet Mohammad £, and the legislation of Islam, is special sayings and

rites done in a specific time with specific conditions. For instance, one has to pray



in the direction of Qibla, to cover his nudity, and to use water or to purify and
wash certain parts of the body. Believers also have to perform specific
movements in a specific condition; a described Rak’a, a specific position of

prostration, and specific sayings. This is prayer.

The attribute of these believers is that they perform prayers. “Performing
prayers” means that they are committed and straight in doing it; that is, they make
an appropriate straight prayer. Straight is the opposite of oblique. Arabs call
something oblique when it deviates from its straight line. These are tangible and
moral matters. Prayer is one of the moral matters. Prayer calls are conducted
according to the standards illustrated by Allah # and the Prophet # has illustrated
when he said, “Pray as you have seen me praying”. So, they make prayer in the
right way; with all its parts and descriptions which were ordained by Allah # for
the prayer to be made. Prayer is the most honorable of deeds of what Allah # has
ordained for His servant on Earth. The second attribute of the pious is what Allah

says, “...establish prayer...” (Al-Bagarah: 3).

Then, Allah #* illustrates the third attribute. He says, ““...and donate from
what We have provided for them” (Al-Baqgarah: 3). “From What”. This is a
reference to “some” of “what”. “Donate” is to expend; he donated is that he
expended it. This is the description of Allah of His believing servants; that they
expend from what the Qur’an describes as the excess. Allah % says, “...They
"also” ask you "O Prophet™ what they should donate. Say, “Whatever you can
spare...” (Al-Bagarah: 19). A “spare” is the excess. It came in Sunnah the amount
that a Muslim has to give out of his money for Zakat. The Prophet has specified
this in plants and fruits, in cattle, camels, cows and sheep, and in gold and silver.
He specified what comes out of everything. Allah % says, “And who give the
rightful share of their wealth to the beggar and the poor” (Al-Ma’arij: 24-25).
Allah also says, “Alms-tax is only for the poor and the needy, for those employed

to administer it, for those whose hearts are attracted "to the faith”, for "freeing’



slaves, for those in debt...” (At-Tawbah: 60). These are the places where it should
be paid; after this, the places of where they are paid have been determined; as
well as the money upon which it is obligatory. The explanation came afterward
in Qur’an. But, in Verse 3 of Al-Bagarah, it is said in general that they donate

from Allah #* has given them.

Wealth is everything beneficial to a human. Food is wealth, so are clothes,
house, drinks, and vehicles. Everything beneficial is wealth. This is used to refer
to wealth in general. “Donate from what We have provided for them”. This what
Allah # has given them, they expend some of it. Here, when Allah says, “from
what We have provided for them” is an indication from Him that what is
expended by the servant is not out of what he originally owns, but out of what he
Is provided. This is a grace and a favor from Allah that He gives us and ordains
us to donate some of it for Him %. Allah is rich, but to expand in the good has
great pearls of wisdom that originate from the existence of the rich and the poor.
To spend some of the money in the name of Allah is a purification of the money
and the donator; as Allah # says, “Take from their wealth "O Prophet™ charity to
purify and bless them...” (At-Tawbah: 103).

Then, Allah #says, “And who believe in what has been revealed to you "O

Prophet™ and what was revealed before you, and have sure faith in the Hereafter”

(Al-Bagarah: 4).

“Who believes in what has been revealed to you”. They believe in what Allah
% has revealed to the Prophet. Allah # sent two inspirations to the Prophet; one
of which is the written and readable inspiration of the Qur’an that is read in
prayer. The miracle of the Qur’an. Allah ¥ has sent another inspiration which he
learns from the angel and informs the believers of. It is for everything. Everything
that is ordered by the Prophet in regards to religion is an inspiration from Allah

%, The legislator and ruler is Allah %. The Prophet is a messenger of Allah. Those



who believe benefit from this Qur’an. They also believe that what Allah # has
given His Prophet is from Him. They believe in it and so work according to it.
“What was revealed before you”. They also believe in what Allah # has revealed
before the Prophet . Allah % sent, to His servants, messengers and prophets
before the Prophet Mohammad %5; and He has sent prophecies. The companions
of belief believe in all that because Allah told them about it. What has been
revealed to Adam of guidance, what has been revealed to Nuh of guidance and
Allah ¥ has told. Not to mention what Allah ¥ has revealed to Ibrahim, Ismail,
Ishaq, Yaqub, and his descendants, Musa and Isa. Everything Allah # has
revealed to these prophets, they believe in it. They believe in the religion of Allah
and His inspiration which He has sent to all previous prophets. Allah # says, “Say,
"O believers, " “We believe in Allah and what has been revealed to us; and what
was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and his descendants; and what
was given to Moses, Jesus, and other prophets from their Lord. We make no
distinction between any of them. And to Allah, we all submit” (Al-Bagarah: 136).
This is the saying of the companions of faith that Allah has determined. It is to
believe in everything that Allah ¥ has revealed to the previous prophets. As such,
people will inherit all religions and will be the heirs of the prophets; they believe
in them all and do not discriminate between them. This is, of course, a
contradiction to the Jews who believed in some messengers and disbelieved in
others. The same is for Christians who believed in some prophets and disbelieved
in the greatest Prophet sent by Allah # to the people; that is Mohammad £. Thus,
they believe in what Allah # has revealed to the Prophet and what was revealed
before the Prophet £.

Then, “And have sure faith in the Hereafter”. The Hereafter is the end of
everything. Facing it is this world. The Hereafter was named as such because it
is the end of the road. It is the place of settling; and the end of the journey. In it,

resides every human in his place. As for the companions of belief, they are within



the mercy of Allah % in the Heaven which they “...never desiring anywhere else”
(Al-Kahf: 108). In it, their reward is uninterrupted and they are not thrown out of
it for any reason. This is the Hereafter in which the destinies of servants are
determined. Everyone resides in the Hereafter which is the Place of Decision.
Heaven is the place of Adan — Adan: residence — a permanent residence without
leaving. As for this world, it is a phase of life’s phases. Out of nothing, Allah %
has created us. Allah % says, “Just as | created you before when you were
nothing!”” (Maryam: 9). He also says, “Do you disbelieve in the One Who created
you from dust, then "developed you™ from a sperm-drop, then formed you into a
man?” (Al-Kahf: 37). This is the beginning after which humans grow and live in
this world. Then he moves to another phase; the phase of the grave. Then, another
phase is the Day of Resurrection. After this comes the Hereafter in which destiny
Is determined; the end of the companions of belief is Paradise and the end of the

companions of blasphemy is Hell.

Those are the pious people who benefit from the Qur’an. They are the ones
who “have sure faith in the Hereafter”. “Sure faith” is an asserted nominal clause
since their belief in the Hereafter is unwavering. “Sure faith” is the purpose of
science since the phases of science start with questioning, doubting, science, then
having sure faith. “Sure faith” is the true faith. Faith means to stick in science and
believe in the unseen as the human believes what is seen. What is seen means that
perceivable matters are only questioned by those who don’t have minds. A human
does not deny his existence because he exists. If he says: no, ’'m not here, while
he’s here and alive, then that means that he’s in denial. Similar to a person who
denies the rising sun and says that it is not the sun. This is tangible denial. If a
human denies the tangible, then he’s out of his mind. However, believing in the
unseen is possible. When a human has something that he did not see but then
receives the sure faith or the undeniable proof, then he believes this thing. If a

human reaches the phase of believing the unseen which he didn’t seem akin to



the phase of believing the tangible perceivable thing, then he has faith and this is
the peak of believing and its highest degree.

“Have sure faith in the Hereafter” means that they believe in the Hereafter
without any doubt as if they can see it. Allah # informs that in the Hereafter
people are resurrected from their graves in the way He describes when He Allah
%says, “On that Day We will roll up the heavens like a scroll of writings. Just as
We produced the first creation, "so” shall We reproduce it. That is a promise
binding on Us. We truly uphold "Our promises’!” (Al-Anbya: 104). As well as
the words of the Prophet 2, ““You (people) will be gathered before Allah (on the
Day of Resurrection) bare-footed, naked and uncircumcised.” (The Prophet %
then recited): -- '"As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it”. As the first
creation started, people will be resurrected once again in the same way. This is
what Allah # has informed of the account and the end of people. As Allah ¥ says,
“Those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in "successive™ groups...” (Az-
Zumar: 71), and “And those who were mindful of their Lord will be led to

Paradise in "successive” groups...” (Az-Zumar: 73).

Whoever believes in these, sees it as if he sees the sun and his own
existence. Allah % has sworn on this; that this is true and if a Human doubts his
existence, then he doubts this. Allah % says, “Then by the Lord of heaven and
carth! "All" this is certainly as true as "the fact that® you can speak!” (Adh-
Dhariyat: 23). How do you speak and talk? | am a speaker then | am a human. |
exist. Those who believe in the Hereafter, except it's happening and believe it
exists as what they see and feel, are true believers. Allah # refers to them as those
who have this attribute. “Those” is a pronoun for persons who are far and this
glorifies them. Those who have these attributes are truly “guided by the Lord”,
Guided by: is a phrasal verb that indicates superiority and capacity. It entails that
they are capable of being guided as those who already are guided and stay on it.

Guided by their Lord; guidance here means the blessings of Allah #and their



commitment to this religion and favoring it. “Those who are truly guided” and
then Allah ¥ adds, “by their Lord”. He’s their Lord, Creator, and the One Who
gives them mercy ¥, He’s the one who is kind to them, guides them, offers them

this guidance, and makes them capable of it.

“It is they who are "truly” guided by their Lord”; they, once again, is a
reference of far persons. A note after the other, and it is they who will be
successful. The pronoun “they ... successful” occurred once again in a nominal
sentence. Success is from success — success is when the biggest reward. A
successful person is one who gets what he wishes. The biggest wish of a human
has to be to escape Allah’s punishment. There is no fear over this fear and no evil
above it. The greatest of evil is Hell. As for Paradise, it is the greatest good that
a human can have. Anything other than that is below it. Enjoying this life, staying
in it, and having money and health, are all below Paradise, no matter what a
human reaches and owns of graces in this world. Even if a human is given the
whole world to own and control, it is still worth nothing compared to Paradise.
Those ascribed to these attributes are the successful ones who gained their biggest
wish. They gained Allah’s blessing and got rid of the punishment of Allah %. As
Allah # says, “... Whoever is spared from the Fire and is admitted into Paradise
will "indeed” triumph, whereas the life of this world is no more than the delusion
of enjoyment” (Ali ‘Imran: 185). These are the attributes of the pious as Allah

has described them and they are successful.

Allah # says, “As for those who persist in disbelief, it is the same whether
you warn them or not—they will never believe” (Al-Bagarah: 6), “Allah has
sealed their hearts and their hearing, and their sight is covered. They will suffer a

tremendous punishment” (Al-Bagarah: 7).

This is a description from Allah # of the status of the second group of

people in regards to this Qur’an. This is the message that was sent with the



Prophet Mohammad &; However, this group of people disbelieved. Allah % says
in assertion, “As for those who persist in disbelief, it is the same whether you
warn them or not—they will never believe” (Al-Baqgarah: 6). “Kufr”, in the
language of Arabs, is derived from the meaning of covering; it means to cover
something. Arabs also dub planting “Kuffar”; as in the plant they sow and cover
with soil. As Allah # says, “This is like rain that causes plants to grow, to the
delight of the planters” (Al-Hadid: 20). Planters “Kuffar” here are the ones who
plant.

“Kufr” in the language of the Qur’an and the words of the Prophet & i.e.,
its legislative meaning is blasphemy and covering the proof of faith. Those
mentioned in the previous verses flaunt their denial of faith even though they

believe in their hearts.

“As for those who persist in disbelief”. This refers to those who show
disbelief and denial of religion after the truth has been revealed to them and is
evident in their hearts. Allah % says, “It is the same whether you warn them or
not—they will never believe”, “It is the same whether you warn them or not”. To
warn is to inform about the harm that will occur. Its opposite is to inform you of
happy news. The warning is a piece of information of what will go wrong. Allah
% informs us that the state of these disbelievers is the same; to warn them or not
Is the same. Whether you warn them and scare them with the punishment of Allah
% for their blasphemy and apostasy of religion, or whether you don’t scare them

and leave them, they still persist on disbelieve. Faith is unattainable to them.

Allah # then explains the reason for their disbelief. He says, “Allah has
sealed their hearts”. Sealing means putting a mark on something. This indicates
that the lock can only be opened by the one who sealed it. Allah has sealed their
hearts; that is, He locked them with a key. As a result, the heart can’t be opened
to accept faith.



“Allah has sealed their hearts”. The heart is the place of reason. As Allah
% says, “Have they not travelled throughout the land so their hearts may reason”,
“Indeed, it is not the eyes that are blind, but it is the hearts in the chests that grow
blind”. Allah % has informed us that this heart is sealed like a box. Thus, it can
only be unsealed by the One who sealed it. The seal of Allah # is also placed on
their hearing. Therefore, their ears do not hear anything. In other words, they do

not hear the truth.

Then, Allah ¥ says, “Their sight is covered”. Allah has put a cover over
their eyes which blinds them from seeing the truth. “They will suffer a
tremendous punishment”, their end will be a tremendous punishment that Allah
prepared for them. The question is, why did Allah * do this to them? Allah has
explained that it is because of their blasphemy. When they disbelieved after the
truth of religion and faith was made clear, after they knew that the Prophets were
honest, that this is the true religion of Allah, and after they knew that the Qur’an
Is true, they denied the existence of such proof. Therefore, Allah gave them this
punishment. Guidance is no longer an option to them; not through their sense of
sight and hearing which are the windows of reason and knowledge, nor the heart
which is the vessel of the mind. Every window of knowledge has been sealed; in
addition to the tool of understanding and reasoning. Allah * has done this to them
as a punishment for their blasphemy. “As for those who persist in disbelief, it is
the same whether you warn them or not—they will never believe” (Al-Bagarah:
6), “Allah has sealed their hearts and their hearing, and their sight is covered.
They will suffer a tremendous punishment” (Al-Bagarah: 7). Allah has turned the
page of these people explaining that He punished them because of their disbelief
and stubbornness.

Allah then continues by presenting the third group of people. This group is
akin to the second group; they are disbelievers but with multiple faces. They show



belief, but they hide disbelief within themselves. They agree that it is the Truth,
but they hide the denial of it within their hearts.

says ¥ Allah, “And there are some who say, “We believe in Allah and the
Last Day,” yet they are not "true” believers” (Al-Bagarah: 8). People in the Arabic
language is a collective term that does not have a single form. It is used to refer
to humans. Its origin is from “Al-Nos™? Or is it derived from “Ons”? meaning
that people entertain each other. Some of the people say we believe in Allah and

the Last Day; however, these are empty words that they do not believe in.

“We believe in Allah and the Last Day”; this is the Shahadah the servants
have to make with their hearts and tongues. However, this group of people
mentioned in the verse say it only with their tongues. The meaning of belief in
Allah is to believe in Him as He has told us about Himself and thus, we work in
accordance with this belief. However, they deny this and the Last Day. The Last
Day is Resurrection Day. It is called the Last Day because it is the end of the road.
It is the end of humans and the last phase of this life. In it, the destiny of people
Is determined; whether it is Heaven or Hell. Allah # says, “They are not "true’
believers”. Allah has denied them faith and exposed their truth as liars through

the allegations they made.

Allah # then explained the reasoning behind their disbelief. He says, “They
seek to deceive Allah and the believers, yet they only deceive themselves, but

they fail to perceive it” (Al-Bagarah: 9).

Their deception is based on showing what they don’t believe in thinking
that they are deceiving Allah. However, Allah # cannot be deceived since He
knows His servants. He is the Mighty, the Ever-Subduing and the Invincible. No
one defeats Him. However, those fool weaklings believe that they can deceive
Allah and that He is akin to the creatures and that He can be deceived like the rest

of them. Allah * says, “They seek to deceive Allah and the believers”,



They also deceive believers. They show belief in front of them to deceive
them and get what they want; that is to live among the believers safely, to be able
to marry from them, to expose their faults, to keep their money, and to not be
fought by believers, and to reach what they want. The truth is that they are not
believers and are apostates from religion. They could have a hand with the
enemies of Islam. Therefore, Allah explains the status of the hypocrites in regard
to the believers. Allah # says that they deceive no one but themselves. Therefore,
their deception of Allah and the believers will come back to hurt them. Allah *
says, “Yet they only deceive themselves”; however, “They fail to perceive it”.
They don’t realize what they are doing nor what their end will be. This is because

of their ignorance and the corruption of their hearts.

Allah says, “There is a sickness in their hearts”; this is the reason behind
their hypocrisy; they have a sickness in their hearts. This sickness is a weakness.
It is a state that weakens humans. Sickness has two kinds; physical sickness, and
psychological sickness. Physical sickness is known as fatigue and diseases which
humans can be afflicted with. As for the psychological sickness, it includes the
sickness of the heart which is prohibited desires. It could also be the attachment
to doubts and delusions. Those who are sick of hearts believe that they deceive
Allah and the believers and that Allah % and His believers believe their lies. They

are sick indeed.

Allah # says, “And Allah “only” lets their sickness increase”. Because of
their deviation, Allah # lets their sickness increase. They would imagine that they
are guided ... that they are the companions of truth, that the wind is theirs and the
good end is theirs. They also believe that they are alert, smart, and will be
rewarded. The truth is; however, failure will follow them. Allah % says, “And

Allah "only’ lets their sickness increase”.



Allah # says, “They will suffer a painful punishment for their lies”. Allah
prepared a painful punishment for them. He then explains that this is because of

their lies and because they pretend to be believers when they are not.

Allah % then describes them by saying, “When they are told, “Do not
spread corruption in the land,” they reply, “We are only peace-makers!”” (Al-
Bagarah: 11). Corruption is the opposite of peace. They spread corruption in the
land through telling lies, being hypocritical, and aligning themselves with
disbelievers. Despite that, they pretend to be on the believers’ side. They seek to
stop the wheel of religion and to deviate from Allah’s way with their deeds. They
say, “We are only peace-makers!”; they describe their deeds and the way by

which they lived as being peace-making.

Allah # then says, “Indeed, it is they who are the corruptors, but they fail

to perceive it” (Al-Bagarah: 12).

Allah delimits corruption to them. Indeed, it is they who are the corruptors
as if there is no corruptor in the earth but them and that they combined blasphemy
which is corruption in itself and lying to Allah’s believers. They combined all
types of corruption. There is no greater corruption than this. They gather all
reasons for corruption but they don’t feel it. They do not understand the truth of

the matter or of their actions.

Moreover, Allah % says, “And when they are told, “Believe as others
believe,” they reply, “Will we believe as the fools believe?” Indeed, it is they who
are fools, but they do not know” (Al-Bagarah: 13).

The people in this verse refers to those who deserve to be called true people
such as Abu Bakir, Omar, and the rest of the companions of sound mind and
reason. The first time hypocrisy appeared was in Al-Madina after the battle of

Badr. The majority of insightful, reasoning, mindful, and smart people had



believed in the Prophet #. They believed and adopted the path of the reason, truth

and the people who embraced this religion.

“Believe as others believe,” they reply, “Will we believe as the fools
believe?”. They thought they were wise and that they could not follow this path.
They described those who believed and followed the truth as fools. The origin of
foolishness is recklessness. It is as if they are too wise to follow the path of those
whom they described as fools and reckless; those who followed the Prophet £,
They said, do we believe as the fools believe? Allah % answers them and says that
they are the foolish ones without reason. However, they do not know their truth;
they do not know that whoever walks this path will fail in this world and the
Hereafter. Allah % has doomed the hypocrites to fail in this world and the
Hereafter. Whoever fails in this world and the Hereafter is without a doubt the

true fool. “Indeed, it is they who are fools, but they do not know”.

,then says ¥ AllahWhen they meet the believers they say, “We believe.”
But when alone with their evil associates they say, “We are definitely with you;
we were only mocking.” (Al-Bagarah: 14). “When they meet the believers they
say, “We believe”, whenever they encounter the believers in a path or gathering,
they say we believe. They declare their belief out cowardice. They are not
courageous enough to show the truth of their disbelief. So, instead, they say, we
believe. “But when alone with their evil associates™; alone as in away from the
believers and with their devils. Devils are the plural of the devil. “Shaytan”
(Satan) in the language of Arabs means rebellious. Arabs call anyone rebellious
of humans, Jinns, or animals a Shaytan. The rebellious Jinns are Shayatns. In
contrast, the believers among the Jinns are dubbed believer Jinns. The same could
be said about the rebellious humans who have the attributes of rebelling,

blasphemy, and stubbornness; they are called Shaytans.



Allah # says, “Devilish humans and jinn—whispering to one another with
elegant words of deception” (Al-An’am: 112). He also says, “Say, "O Prophet,
“I seek refuge in the Lord of humankind” (An-Nas: 1), “The Master of
humankind” (An-Nas: 2), “The God of humankind” (An-Nas: 3), “From the evil
of the lurking whisperer” (An-Nas: 4), “Who whispers into the hearts of

humankind” (An-Nas: 5), “From among jinn and humankind” (An-Nas: 6).

This whisperer refers to Shaytans from Jinns and humans as well. There
are humans who are devils. Arabs also describe the rebellious animal as Shaytans.
When Omar bin Al-Khattab rode on an animal and the animal started moving, he
said, you made me ride a Shaytan; meaning it is rebellious. This is since the
animal was taught how to dance while having someone on its back. It was also
illustrated by the Prophet’s 2 Hadith when he said, “the black dog is a devil™.
This refers to a type of dog that is rebellious whose color is black. It is more

rebellious than other dogs.

“But when alone with their evil associates”. This means they indulge in
blasphemy along with the whisperers of evil and those who call to this path of

hypocrisy.

“But when alone with the evil associates they say, “We are definitely with
you; we were only mocking”; They told their evil masters that they are on their
side. “We were only mocking”, they were reprimanded that they declared their
belief alongside believers, so they defended themselves by saying that they are
still on the evil masters’ side. The devils might be the heads of Jews or they could
even be the heads of hypocrites; such as Abdullah bin Obai. “But when alone
with the evil associates they say, “We are definitely with you; we were only

mocking”. Thiswas a mockery of the believers.

Allah # says, “Allah will throw their mockery back at them, leaving them

to continue wandering blindly in their defiance. (Al-Bagarah: 15).



“Allah will throw their mockery back at them”. “Allah” is a noun that refers
to God ¥, the Great Lord. He mocks them as a punishment in the world and the
Hereafter. One of the punishments in this world is to hope and wait. Then, Allah
% swears to reveal them; to expose them and their shameful acts. In the Hereafter,
there are great examples of the special punishments for the hypocrites. One of
which is that when they are invited to prostrate on the Resurrection Day with the
believers, the hypocrite will not be able to prostrate. “"Beware of™ the Day the
Shin "of Allah™ will be bared, and the wicked will be asked to prostrate, but they
will not be able to do so” (Al-Qalam: 42). “With eyes downcast, totally covered
with disgrace” (Al-Qalam: 68).

Those hypocrites are known. As the Prophet explained that this nation will
have its hypocrites. The same happens in the path to heaven. Allah % gives
believers a light. This is a Day during which their lights walk between their hands
and with their belief. The hypocrites come and see themselves as having no light.
They will say, from where do we get a light like yours? The angels tell them to
go back and search for light. There is a light in the back. They go back and the

hypocrites get separated from believers.

Then, a wall will be constructed between them. The believers will be on
one side and the hypocrites on the other side of this wall. As Allah % says, “Then
a "separating” wall with a gate will be erected between them. On the near side will
be grace and on the far side will be tormented” (Al-Hadid: 13). “The tormented
will cry out to those graced, “Were we not with you?” (Al-Hadid: 14). They will
cry out, weren’t we with you in the world and now with you in the path to heaven?
The believers will say yes, but you have deceived yourselves and were enticed by
wishes until the truth came; until the call of Allah came and you were deceived
by Allah. “So today no ransom will be accepted from you "hypocrites”, nor from
the disbelievers. Your home is the Fire—it is the "only fitting place for you. What
an evil destination!” (Al-Hadid: 15).



This is a new manner of Allah’s mockery of them on the Day of
Resurrection. They think that they will be just like they were unknown in the
world to the believers. They will believe that just like the believers were fooled
in the world, they will also be fooled in the Hereafter. The case is; however, these
are hypocrite disbelievers. In the Hereafter, Allah % shall do this to them; they
will walk in the path of heaven, but then they will be separated from it in this

manner of mockery.

Allah # says, “Allah will throw their mockery back at them, leaving them
to continue wandering blindly in their defiance” (Al-Bagarah: 15). He leaves
them to continue in hypocrisy until they see that there is no punishment in the
world, that they live with the believers even with their lies and pretences. But they
are, in fact, disbelievers. They live amongst the believers feeling safe for they are
not treated as disbelievers. Thus, they believe that they are hidden from them and

Allah # as well.

“Leaving them to continue wandering blindly in their defiance”. Defiance
is complete blindness. However; this is even more severe than blindness. It is
different from those who were born seeing then became blind later in life. When
the things they used to see are described to them, they will recognize the colors,
the sea, the sky, the sun, and the moon. As for the people who are born blind and
know nothing of this seeing world, they cannot picture anything of it. Thus, Allah
says that they wander blindly linking them to those who are born blind knowing

nothing of the truth of this world.

Allah # says, “Allah will throw their mockery back at them, leaving them
to continue wandering blindly in their defiance” (Al-Bagarah: 15). Allah # says
that the people who have these attributes are far. This is to undermine them. To
refer to someone as being far is either to glorify and commend or to undermine

and distance. In other words, those distanced people preferred deviation over



guidance after they had it in their hands and after the Prophet brought it to them.
They got rid of it.

Allah # says, “But this trade is profitless”. The one who sells guidance and
buys deviation, then his trade is profitless. They won’t profit in this way and they
won’t be guided.

All in all, these are the attributes of the hypocrites. Their description is
prolonged because they are with multiple faces, unlike the disbelievers whose

description is in two verses. After all, they are clear.

o RS sk A R AR L Caellal Ll TG S5 o) i zefia) co 0 Os

4 L) (i S i) [18:3 ] {0 a0 Y b b 86 &) [17:5 8] {01 e ¥ lalls

Los @y o3l s gelsiall Gp sl B mallal Oslde 83 w0 b

3151540 2l AUT 135 g T3 g0 el WK 2 gl calads 550 B&0Y [19:5 8] £ il
[20:3 5] { o 28 K Io 1 &) 2 Jiclly pgniiy AN A0 515

Allah syas, “Their example is that of one who kindled a fire, but when it
illuminated what was around him, Allah took away their light and left them in
darkness [so] they could not see” (Al Bagarah: 17), “Deaf, dumb and blind - so
they will not return [to the right path]” (Al Bagarah: 18), “Or [it is] like a
rainstorm from the sky within which is darkness, thunder, and lightning. They put
their fingers in their ears against the thunderclaps in dread of death. But Allah is
encompassing of the disbelievers” (Al Bagarah: 19), “Lightning almost snatches
away their sight. Every time it lights [the way] for them, they walk therein; but
when darkness comes over them, they stand [still]. And if Allah had willed, He
could have taken away their hearing and their sight. Indeed, Allah is over all

things competent™ (Al Bagarah: 20).

These are two examples that Allah # gave to the third party of people to

show their stance towards the Holy Quran; the righteous are the first party, then



the disbelievers, and the third are the hypocrites. As for the hypocrites, they are
disbelievers, but they pretend to be believers in front of people. Since these
hypocrites are capricious and do contradictory deeds to what they hide, their
reality is hidden from the people of faith. Therefore, here Allah % gave these two
parables to show their reality, and to clarify the meaning of hypocrisy and the

reasoning behind this description.

The first parable is about the hypocrites. Allah ¥ says, “Their example is
that of one who kindled a fire, but when it illuminated what was around him,
Allah took away their light and left them in darkness [so] they could not see”.
The parable is used to clarify a moral matter because intangible matters are more
difficult to perceive and understand than tangible matters. Moreover, what can be
categorized under the tangible is what people can see, hear and perceive easily
with their senses. As for what people perceive with their minds and cannot
perceive using their senses these are called the intangible moral dilemmas and are
difficult to comprehend. Therefore, that is why they are explained by parables.
For example, it is said that education is like light. Humans can perceive the light
but education cannot be perceived so education here is a moral matter, as if it
reveals the facts and shows human beings the truth from the falsehood with the

light that, if released, shows and clarifies things.

Arabs used proverbs and parables. Therefore, the Qur'an heavily depends
on them. Allah % also described His attributes in parables to enable His
Messenger % to understand them. He gives examples for monotheism,
polytheism. He also gives an example of the scientist that He taught and then did
not make use of that knowledge, like the Jews who were given the Torah and then
did not follow its teachings. Allah clarified that only a reasoning person can
understand these parables, for He says, “And these examples We present to the
people, but none will understand them except those of knowledge” (Al-Ankabut:
43).



Allah # declared that He is not ashamed to give an example of any of the
creatures in His honest speech and noble Book, and he does not deny any of the
creatures, even the little ones that people despise such as flies and spiders because
He has made His Book easy for remembrance. He says, “Indeed, Allah is not
timid to present an example - that of a mosquito or what is smaller than it. And
those who have believed know that it is the truth from their Lord. But as for those
who disbelieve, they say, ‘What did Allah intend by this as an example?’, He
misleads many thereby and guides many thereby. And He misleads not except the
defiantly disobedient” (Al Bagarah: 26).

These examples are a form of Allah’s kindness and celebration of His
servants through showing them the difference between truth vs. falsehood,
guidance vs. delusion, polytheism vs. monotheism, and rectitude vs. deviousness.
All of this is to show them the way. This way He can establish the indisputable
argument of the truth against the disbelievers as well as preach and guide His

faithful servants to the right path.

Those hypocrites mentioned in the previous verses resemble the one who
lit a fire that illuminated what was around him. He, then, sees a valley and a tree
beside him. It also shows him what path he should take clearly. “But When it
illuminated what was around him, Allah took away their light and left them in
darkness [so] they could not see” (Al-Bagarah: 17). If the darkness of the night
returns to this wilderness and if the fire and light are gone, he will not be able to

know the way.

This is the case of hypocrites; when they knew the revelation, the Qur'an,
and the guidance, they recognized the way shown to them and they recognized
the truth and the path of Allah %. They also Knew of the Day of Resurrection,
Paradise, and Hell. They knew the Prophet £ and the religion he came with.
However, they disbelieved because of the sickness of their hearts, and refused

this truth. As a consequence, Allah # obscured their insight and the hindered



sources of knowledge from reaching them, so they became like the one who lost
the light and returned to darkness again, “Their example is that of one who
kindled a fire, but when it illuminated what was around him Allah took away their
light and left them in darkness [so] they could not see.” (Al Bagrah: 17). Allah #
took the light after it had already shone in their hearts and through which they

knew the facts. This light refers to the truth of religion.

Allah # said, “Deaf, dumb and blind - so they will not return [to the right
path|” (Al Bagarah: 18).

Allah % states in this verse that He left them as the deaf, the dumb and the
blind, so “they will not return”, to the right path again because Allah #* had

blocked their sources of knowledge.

He covered their ears so that they did not really hear. He tied their tongues,
so they did not say the truth of faith that shone in the heart. And He made them
blind, so they did not see. They did not return to the right path. This is Allah’s
description of the hypocrites. He says, “And of the people are some who say, “We
believe in Allah and the Last Day,” but they are not believers”. Some Qur'an
interpreters said that the first parable is only about the disbelievers. This
interpretation is highly likely because disbelievers knew the truth and then
disbelieved all the same. As a consequence, Allah # punished them for that for
He says, “But they were not to believe in that which they had denied before Thus
\We seal over t/he hearts of the transgressors” (Yunus: 74). He also says, “But
they were not to believe in that which they had denied before. Thus does Allah
seal over the hearts of the disbelievers” (Al A’raf: 101). Allah sealed over their
hearts and eyes as a punishment for not believing in the Qur'an when it was first
presented to them; they recognized it was the truth, but they did not believe in it.

The hypocrites are also disbelievers in truth as they knew the truths of

religion but did not believe in it. Rather, they rejected them and did not submit to



them. Therefore, Allah # punished them and took the light from their hearts, and
left them in darkness again, He made them “Deaf, dumb and blind - so they will
not return [to the right path” (Al-Bagarah: 18).

Allah # says, “Or [it is] like a rainstorm from the sky within which is
darkness, thunder, and lightning. They put their fingers in their ears against the
thunderclaps in dread of death. But Allah is encompassing of the disbelievers”
(Al-Bagarah: 19), “The lightning almost snatches away their sight. Every time it
lights [the way] for them, they walk therein; but when darkness comes over them,
they stand [still]. And if Allah had willed, He could have taken away their hearing
and their sight. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent” (Al- Bagarah: 20).

This is the second parable Allah gives of them. He describes a rain cloud
that strikes the earth. The rain fell down from the sky mixed with darkness,
thunder, and lightning. This means that it was mingled with the darkness of the
night, or it was dark during the day from the condensation of the clouds that

caused the sky to become dark.

The rain fell in the darkness of night and thunder, which is the sound of
clouds friction, and lightning, which is caused by a spark that goes into the clouds
when they rub against each other. These hypocrites resembled the people who
were under the rain and this rain came accompanied by darkness, thunder, and
lightning, “They put their fingers in their ears against the thunderclaps in dread
of death™ because of the intensity of the lightning and the rumble of thunder. So,
they put their fingers in their ears to block out the sound of thunder that threatens
their existence if it becomes dark. Whenever lighting shines for them they walk

in it and when it darkens, they stop walking because of confusion.

Allah # says, “And if Allah had willed, He could have taken away their
hearing and their sight. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent” (Al Bagarah:

20). The similarity between the hypocrites and the people described in the verse



is that rain resembles the religion that Allah % sent down to His Messenger %,
Religion revives the hearts the same way the rain revives the earth; a blessing
descending from the sky. The description of religion as the rain came in the hadith
of the Prophet % for he said, “The similitude of guidance and knowledge with

which Allah has sent me is like a rain which has fallen on some ground™.

This religion, similar to the rain, is accompanied by darkness; the doubts
and suspicions that are in the hearts of the disbelievers. It also has lightning of
promises and warnings, and thunder of afflictions and threats. Then, the status of
the hypocrites in religion is that they are in the company of the believers, and if
their doubts show up, they remain confused and lose their way, and if threats,
afflictions, and distress come, then they fear the most. This is the case of the
disbelievers in every affliction and distress that affect the people of faith; their
hearts shake, as Allah # described them, “They think that every shout is against
them. They are the enemy, so beware of them”. Allah also says, “And when fear
comes, you see them looking at you, their eyes revolving like one being overcome
by death. But when fear departs, they lash you with sharp tongues, indisposed
toward [any] good. Those have not believed, so Allah has rendered their deeds
worthless, and ever is that, for Allah, easy” (Al Ahzab: 19), “They think the
companies have not [yet] withdrawn. And if the companies should come [again],
they would wish they were in the desert among the Bedouins, inquiring [from
afar] about your news. And if they should be among you, they would not fight
except for a little” (Al Ahzab: 20).

Because hypocrites were always in great terror and fear, before battles, they
would pretend to be courageous and strong, but when fear came, they cowardly
fled. Allah # described them by saying, “There are certainly among you men who
would tarry behind: If a misfortune befalls you, they say: ‘Allah did favour us in
that we were not present among them’” (Al Nisa’: 72), “But if good fortune comes

to you from Allah, they would be sure to say - as if there had never been Ties of



affection between you and them - ‘Oh! I wish I had been with them; a fine thing
should I then have made of'it!”” (Al Nisa’: 73).

This is the hypocrites’ stance of religion; they do not declare their disbelief
out in the open, and take sides and form a group independent of believers. Rather,
they declare their belief in Islam. That enables them to mingle with the believers.
They want peace and goodness for themselves by living with the believers and
they marry them. In this way, they ensure their safety from the Muslims' war
against them. They share their lives with them which is the epitome of their hope
and greed. But religion has costs that they do not want to bear. This is because
believers are ordered to fight for the cause of Allah, and are expected to endure
all strife that constantly comes their way as Allah % says, “Do they not see that
they are tried every year once or twice but then they do not repent nor do they
remember?”” Every year, they are put on trial in fighting with the disbelievers once

or twice. Either people invade believers, or vice versa.

As a result, the Prophet 2 was coming out from one trial into another. Islam
in Makkah witnessed severe afflictions and therefore, no one among the
disbelievers pretended to embrace Islam as a hypocrite. Hypocrisy appeared in
Medina only after Muslims became strong after the Badr Battle. After this battle,
in which Muslims achieved a miraculous victory, Abd Allah ibn Obai -the head
of the hypocrites- said, “I sce that this matter has been directed”. Then he
announced his embracement of Islam and many sects embraced Islam too. Since
that time hypocrisy began to spread. These hypocrites held peace with Muslims
for their own benefit, but they did not want to bear the burdens of Islam and strife
for Allah’s cause. Therefore, their state was, as Allah ¥ described to Muslims,
like the people the rain fell that was mixed with darkness, thunder, and lightning
fell on. They put their fingers in their ears fearing the thunderbolts and death.
Likewise, the hypocrites fear the afflictions that befall Muslims, “And God

surrounds the unbelievers”. The lightning almost steals their sight like the



lightning of religion and its heavy blows steal the hypocrites’ sight, whenever it
shines on them, they walk in it, and whenever they find a space with the Muslims
to find comfort, security, and peace, they walk in it, but if the light darkens, they
encounter doubts, and they stop and are confused as Allah % says, “And if Allah
had willed, He could have taken away their hearing and their sight. Indeed, Allah

is over all things competent” (Al-Bagarah: 20).

This is a brief introduction of this Surah, God -Blessed and Exalted be He-
says in this Qur'an that there is no doubt about it, and that it is guidance to the
people of the righteous who are described with these attributes. He also says that
there is no benefit in warning infidels because God -Blessed and Exalted be He-
has sealed their hearts and their hearing and put a veil on their sight. Thus, faith
cannot reach them because of their disbelief; they rejected the truth when it came
to them after they knew it, then God -Blessed and Almighty- described these
hypocrites and says, “And of the people are some who say, “We believe in Allah
and the Last Day,” but they are not believers” (Al Bagarah: 8).

Allah # gave these two examples that best describe and expose their truth.
These are the different stances people take from religion. Then, Allah % starts
with the real purpose of this surah, which is a call for all the people to believe in

Him and worship Him and follow His Prophet .

Allah ¥ addresses all people when He says, “O mankind, worship your
Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may become righteous” (Al
Bagarah: 21), “[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a
ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and brought forth thereby fruits as
provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah equals while you know [that there
is nothing similar to Him|” (Al Bagarah: 22). This is the purpose and mission of
all the messengers, which is to invite people to worship Allah alone without a
partner. Every messenger was sent to his people except for Mohammed % who

was sent to all mankind. And Allah called all people in His Book when he said



O’, people”. He invited all mankind to worship Him for this is a divine command

that they must obey.

Worship means humiliation, submission, obedience, peace, and surrender
to Allah %, Arabs say this is a paved road; easy to walk on, and that a servant
must submit to the command of his master and his defender. Therefore, worship
your Lord, submit to Him and surrender to Him. The worship that Allah % wants
from His servants is a great responsibility that combines many deeds and rites
that He loves. These begin with the works of the hearts, which include having
faith in Him, fearing Him, loving Him above everything else, obeying his
command, submitting to Him, and surrendering to Him. This is how worshiping
Allah should be like.

Allah % orders people here to worship Him, their Lord, Creator, the
Initiator, and the Evolver. A lord is an obeyed master of a kingdom. Thus, Allah
% is the Lord of mankind and its Creator. He owns them. His cosmic and fatalistic
command is compelling to them, they have no master but Him, for He is the
Master of this existence and there are no masters above Him. He is their teacher

and creator after they were nothing.

Then, He raised them step by step, “His companion said to him while he
was conversing with him, ‘Have you disbelieved in He who created you from
dust and then from a sperm-drop and then proportioned you [as] a man?’” (Al
Kahf: 37). This is the act of God -Blessed and Exalted- “Cursed is man; how
disbelieving is he”, “From what substance did He create him?”, “From a sperm-
drop He created him and destined for him”, “Then He eased the way for him”,

“Then He causes his death and provides a grave for him” (Abasa: 17-21).

Allah # is the Lord of the servants. Here, He calls mankind to worship Him

because He is their Lord, their Owner, their Creator, He is their Master.



Allah # says, “O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those
before you, that you may become righteous” (Al Bagarah: 21), “[He] who made
for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a ceiling and sent down from the
sky, rain and brought forth thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute
to Allah equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him]” (Al
Bagarah: 22).

This is the first divine order in the Book of Allah; the Qur’an, “O mankind,
worship your Lord”. This verse includes the call of the Prophet % and call of all
messengers. It’s the call to all people to worship Allah, the One and only God.
He says, “And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saying],
"Worship Allah and avoid Taghut” (Al Nahl: 36). This is the essence of the call

of all messengers,

Allah # also says, “And ask those We sent before you of Our messengers;
have We made besides the Most Merciful deities to be worshipped?”” (Al Zukhruf:
45). It means that every messenger sent by Allah ¥ invited people to worship

Allah Alone without any partner.

Allah # says, “Say, “It is only revealed to me that your god is but one God;
so, will you be Muslims [in submission to Him]?” (Al Anbiyaa’: 108). This is
what is revealed to me; that Allah is the one and only God. Allah # Himself
addresses all the people in the Qur’an and He sent the prophet 3 to deliver this
address. He says, “O mankind.” This is an address to all mankind to worship their
God, submit to Him, surrender to Him, and obey Him for worship is the epitome
of humiliation and obedience of Allah #. In addition to this, a servant is not called
a servant unless he’s owned by a master, humiliated to him, and completely
subdued by him. This is what servitude means to Arabs. Allah wants his servants

to submit to Him, to believe in Him matter, and to embrace His Faith.



Worship is an umbrella term that combines all what Allah #* likes and is
contented with of words and deeds. Moreover, the religion that was revealed to
Mohammed % is of good and righteous deeds, and they are around sixty-odd or
seventy odd branches as the Prophet % said “Iman has sixty odd or seventy odd
branches. The uppermost of all these is the Testimony of Faith: 'La ilaha illallah’
(there is no true god except Allah) while the least of them is the removal of

harmful objects from the road. And shyness is a branch of Iman.”

As for the forbidden, Allah ¥ forbids all injustices. He says, “Indeed, Allah
orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and forbids immorality
and bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be
reminded” (Al Nahl: 90). All this is included within the essence of worship. Then,
He describes this God and says, “who created you”. Creation in this context
means the ability to create and shape. It also means to create something from
nothingness and bring it into existence. This is the act of Allah % alone, since He
is the One and only Creator. “Allah is the Creator of all things”. There is no atom
that exists from nonentity unless Allah brings it out. Then, there is the act of the
creation, its depiction, and the molding of creatures as they are, all of these are
the acts of Allah ¥ who made everything He created good, and began the creation

of mankind from.

“It is He who forms you in the wombs however He wills” (Al Omran: 6).
“O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous, Who
created you, proportioned you, and balanced you? In whatever form He willed
has He assembled you” (Al Infitar: 6-8). As for what humans create, they are
made from cloth and tools and they use their own hands. Humans have the ability
to create. However, their creation is undoubtedly on par with their abilities and
work. It is also a part of Allah’s actions because even their abilities to do things
was given to them by Him. He said, “While Allah created you and that which you
do” (Al Safat: 96).



Allah #* is his Creator because He is the one who created mankind and gave
them these abilities and talents to create, to form, to work, to build, and to
engineer. Thus, the creations of man are also, in the end, attributed to Allah ¥ for

He is their Creator.

Allah is the one who created you, He says, “O mankind, worship your Lord,
who created you and those before you, that you may become righteous” (Al
Bagarah: 21). He is the Creator of all humans since the dawn of time. This is the
truth of the Lord who is worshiped. The One who created everything and brought
it from nonentity into existence deserves to be worshiped. However; if people
worship someone else, there is no doubt that they equate those who did not create
with the One who does. “Then is He who creates like one who does not create?
So will you not be reminded?” (Al Nahl: 17).

How is a creature besides Allah is worshipped? If people worship the sun,
the moon, the stars, the planets, other humans, and others, all of these are
creations, not creators. Therefore, the call from Allah # is a command to worship

their Creator and the Creator of their fathers and those who came before them.

Then, Allah # clarifies why they must worship Him. He says, “that you
may become righteous”. This means that worship aim of worship is achieving
piety and reverence. The origin of piety in Arabic (Tagwa) is the fear that prompts
people to place a source of protection between themselves and the source of their
fear. As if a person is walking on a thorny path and fights the thorns, then he
notices and raises his garment to look here and there and places his foot in a safe
place while saying (lttaqi) . Arabs also say, (itagitu al nara: | avoided the fire).
That means that this person placed a form of protection between them and the fire
or that they moved away from it.

In this context, “that you may become righteous,” piety here is for Allah %,

and it means to place a form of protection oneself and the punishment that awaits



them from Allah % if they didn’t worship Him. Thus, a person should be
righteous, and fearful of Allah. Moreover, piety is the highest rank of worship
for those who fear Allah # recognize His truth and believe in Him. This is because
Allah # is the One who counts the sins and punishes for them. His punishment is
not like any other’s. “And none will bind [as severely] as His binding [of the
evildoers]”. He is worthy to be feared for He is the Lord of righteousness and
forgiveness. Therefore, the purpose of worship is to achieve piety. Then this

worship will be a guardian for and protection from the punishment of Allah ,

Then, Allah ¥ clarifies the details of His created. He says to His
servants, “[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a
ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and brought forth thereby fruits as
provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah equals while you know [that there

is nothing similar to Him]” (Al bagarah: 22).

That is your Lord who calls people and commands them to worship Him
alone without other partners. He made the earth a bed and He flattened it. This

means that He leveled the earth in preparation for humans’ dwelling on it.

“And the sky a ceiling”. This is a reference to His established order for
Allah # established a formidable creation and commanded humans to look at it.

There is no doubt that humans still do not know the truth of this creation.

He says, “And the heaven We constructed with strength, and indeed, We
are [its] expander” (Al dharyat: 47). That means that Allah expanded it greatly
and this expansion can’t be recognized by the human mind as Allah said,
“Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all things competent
[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed -
and He is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving (2) And] who created seven

heavens in layers. You do not see in the creation of the Most Merciful any



inconsistency. So, return [your] vision [to the sky]; do you see any breaks?” (Al

Mulk: 1-3).

“In layers”, This means that the sky consists of a layer on the top of
another layer. “You do not see in the creation of the Most Merciful any
inconsistency”’; There isn’t any inconsistency in the creation of Allah ¥, “So,
return [your] vision [to the sky]; do you see any breaks?”” He challenges people

to find any cracks or faults in His sky.

“Then return [your] vision twice again. [Your] vision will return to you
humbled while it is fatigued” (Al Mulk: 4). This means when people try to make
their gaze penetrate the heavens, it returns to them humbled, servile and
fatigued for it is unable to reach the dimensions of Allah’s heaven. This is a
great matter that a human mind cannot grasp. When human sciences became
more advanced, they looked up to the heavens with their naked eyes, then they
were guided to invent the telescope. After that, they were able to develop this
telescope even more until they invented the satellites that revolve in space
around the earth. Then, they set these telescopes over other planets to take
pictures of them. Despite this continuous progress and access to other distant
dimensions, humans’ vision remains confined and unable to penetrate the final
dimension of this creation. This is because Allah made the heavens a formidable
creature, and its manner and its abundance are above humans’ recognition.
However, they are able to understand their limitations and see this great dome
that Allah # put over the earth.

He said, “Sent down from the sky, rain” (Al Bagarah: 22). One of the
meanings of Allah’s Lordship is that He levelled the earth to enable humans to
dwell on it. He also shadowed it with this great sky, and made rain fall from the
sky to revive the earth, for there is no life on earth without water. “And made

from water every living thing? Then will they not believe?” (Al Anbiya’: 30).



This is because the life of humans, animals, and plants depend on water to

survive.

“It 1s Allah Who created the heavens and the earth and sent down rain
from the sky and produced thereby some fruits as provision for you and
subjected for you the ships to sail through the sea by His command and
subjected for you the rivers” (lbrahim: 32). Fruits here include all the provisions
that Allah created. “Provision for you”. Provision means the sustenance that
Allah # provided for people. All that humans own is a provision. This means
that the whole creation is for people’s sake; levelling the land, raising the sky,

and making the rain fall. All of this is provision for people.

Allah # said, “[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the
sky a ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and brought forth thereby fruits
as provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah equals while you know [that

there is nothing similar to Him]” (Al Bagarah: 22).

In the Arabic language, the word “J=>” (ja’ala) had many folds of
meaning. For instance, in the previous verse it holds the meaning of attributing,
and therefore holds the message of warning people against attributing equals to
Allah. It also has the meaning of creating. Allah said, “[All] praise is [due] to
Allah, who created the heavens and the earth and made the darkness and the
light. Then those who disbelieve equate [others] with their Lord" (Al A’nam: 1).
Allah created darkness and light. Ja’ala also holds the meaning of assuming.
Allah said, “And they have made the angels, who are servants of the Most
Merciful, females. Did they witness their creation? Their testimony will be
recorded, and they will be questioned.” (Al Zukhruf: 19). This means that they
falsely thought the angels were females. Rather, they are their own species and
the attributes of masculinity or femininity do not apply to them. As for

attributing them as females, this is the false assumption of the disbelievers.



Allah # says, “And they have made the angels, who are servants of the Most

Merciful, females. Did they witness their creation?”.

Ja’ala also holds the meaning of “to start” as when someone says, “I came
to Zaid and he started to speak this and this...). Ja’ala here, only holds the
meaning of to attribute. “So do not attribute to Allah equals while you know”,
that is, do not think that Allah has equals peers. The word “peers” in this verse
holds the meaning of equivalence similarity. Allah # is unparalleled neither in
Himself nor in His attributes. Therefore, in rights, Allah’s Person is not like that
of His creatures. There is nothing like Him, for He's the All-hearing and The
All-seeing. The attributes of Allah # are not like the attributes of the creatures.
A creature may be described as hearing or seeing, but their hearing and sight are
not the same as the hearing and sight of Allah, for they are not measured using
this world’s standards. One of the meanings of the hearing of Allah ¥ is that the
voices do not mix to Him, for He is the Lord who sits on His Throne and who
hears the voice of the black ant walking on a smooth rock in a dark night. He
doesn’t miss any voice. He does not miss any sound of all the people who pray
to Him, even if they spoke in various tongues. All these voices do not mix to

Allah and He hears and knows what any person says.

He also knows what people whisper to themselves, “Have you not
considered that Allah knows what is in the heavens and what is on the earth?
There is in no private conversation three but that He is the fourth of them, nor
are there five but that He is the sixth of them - and no less than that and no more
except that He is with them [in knowledge] wherever they are. Then He will
inform them of what they did, on the Day of Resurrection. Indeed, Allah is, of
all things, Knowing” (Al Mujadilah: 7). Allah # has no equal. His Person are
not like those of His creation. He also has no equal in His attributes, His names,

or His deeds. Allah’s deeds are unlike those of His creatures. Thus, blessed is



Allah, “So blessed is Allah, the best of creators” (Al Mu'minun: 14), Allah who

creates humans in this manner.

What do humans create? When humans create, they create a jar, a car, a
chair, a piece of furniture, or with materials like stone, cloth and trees, but e
they cannot create a living thing As Allah # says, “O people, an example is
presented, so listen to it. Indeed, those you invoke besides Allah will never
create [as much as] a fly, even if they gathered together for that purpose. And if
the fly should steal away from them a [tiny] thing, they could not recover it
from him. Weak are the pursuer and pursued” (Al Haj: 73). Thus, if all the
people on earth collaborate to create a fly, they will definitely fail! Or to create
an atom from the nonentity, they will fail as well. Or if they wanted to create a
grain of wheat, there are destined for failure. They cannot create any of what is
in the heavens or the earth. This is because Allah is the only Creator of
everything. “So do not attribute to Allah equals” neither in Himself, in His
attributes, nor in His deeds. Nothing and no one deserve to be equal to Allah or

have the rights that are due to Him.

Therefore, worship is a right of Allah who created humans and created
this universe and put them on this earth to worship Him. He created people to
worship Him, so worship they must. If they give what is due to Allah to anyone
else, then they have attributed equals to Him. Therefore, people should worship
Him alone without a partner. If they prostrate to another, fear another as they
fear Allah, if they allow and forbid, then they have given the rights due to Allah
to someone else. “He has ordained for you of religion what He enjoined upon
Noah and that which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what We
enjoined upon Abraham and Moses and Jesus - to establish the religion and not
be divided therein. Difficult for those who associate others with Allah is that to
which you invite them. Allah chooses for Himself whom He wills and guides to
Himself whoever turns back [to Him]” (Al Shura: 13). Allah is the Legislator



who decrees whatever He wills for His servants. Hence, whoever permits or
forbids a servant other than Allah in any way, then he has attributed a peer to

Him.

One of the humorous interpretations of this verse is that Bin Abbas (may
Allah pleased them) claims that merely attributing the credit to a creature other
than Allah #; is to attribute an equal peer to Him. If one said. For example: “had
it not been for the ducks, thieves would have stolen our house yesterday”, then
they have attributed an equal to Allah. A person should say this instead, “had it
not been for Allah #; who sent the ducks to shout at night and make use aware
of the thief, then he would have robbed the house”

People should recognize that this merit is to Allah for He is the one who
gave ducks their abilities. Thus, when you attribute anything such as a virtue,
you should know that it should not be attributed to the reason from which it

came, but to Him who created it.

For instance, once when Muslims were in Al-Hudaybiyah, they prayed
the fajr prayer after a rainy night. When the Prophet # finished his prayer he
said to them, “do you know what Your Lord said last night?”” The companions
replied, “we don’t know what Allah % said. What has He revealed to you last
night?”” He said, “my servants are now divided as believers and disbelievers; as
for those who said our rain is the merit and bless of Allah ¥, they believe in me
and disbelieve in the universe, and as for those who said the rain descended with

the merit of this and that, they disbelieve in me and believe in the universe”.

Allah is the One who sent the rain, this is His blessing and these are His
deeds. However, some people said that X planet came across Y planet, so they
attributed the rainfall to one of the phenomena and forgot that Allah # is the

One who sends rain.



So do not make equal peers to Allah and attribute all His merits to others
for He has no equal, not in His Person nor in any of His names, His attributes,
or deeds, and consequently in His right. If one of His servants gave one of His
rights to someone else, they are making equals to Him, “So do not attribute to
Allah equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him]”. People
should know that Allah # has no equal. However, those who do this because of
ignorance, may be excused and forgiven. As for the first meaning “and you
know”. Those who know that Allah has no equal in His creation. All the
creatures of this world agree to the indisputable fact that Allah # is the only

Creator. Those who deny this fact are only stubborn.

As “Namrud” once said, “I give life and I cause death”, and the Pharaoh
said, “And Pharaoh said, "O eminent ones, I have not known you to have a god
other than me. Then ignite for me, O Haman, [a fire] upon the clay and make for
me a tower that | may look at the God of Moses. And indeed, | do think he is
among the liars” (Al Qasas: 38). He claimed to be a god, and then he claimed
that he creates, sustains, and causes death. Christians also claimed that Jesus is a
god and a son of God. They said that he creates, sustains, gives life, and causes
death; that he has all God’s attributes and is a god himself. May Allah % be far

praised above their claims.

To flaunt means to be arrogant. Those who do this are arrogant for they
know that Allah # has no equal because He, “[He] who made for you the earth a
bed [spread out] and the sky a ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and
brought forth thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah
equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him]” (Al Bagarah: 22).

This verse is the first Divine order and the sum of the message of the
prophet £. The order that he is sent to worship Allah alone with no partner, and
to neglect all is worshiped besides Allah and to recognize that He is the Creator

of earth and heavens.



“O humanity! Worship your Lord, Who created you and those before you,
so that you may become mindful “of Him™ (Al Bagarah: 21), “He is the One”
Who has made the earth a place of settlement for you and the sky a canopy; and
sends down rain from the sky, causing fruits to grow as a provision for you. So
do not knowingly set up equals to Allah "in worship™” (Al Bagarah: 22), “And if
you are in doubt about what We have revealed to Our servant,1 then produce a
surah like it and call your helpers other than Allah, if what you say is true” (Al
Bagarah: 23), “But if you are unable to do so—and you will never be able to do
so—then fear the Fire fueled with people and stones, which is prepared for the
disbelievers” (Al Bagarah: 24).

Allah # said, “And if you are in doubt about what We have revealed to Our
servant, then produce a surah like it”. This is a statement and a warning from the
Lord %, and a challenge to everyone who doubts that He has chosen His servant
and Messenger Mohammed £, whom He has chosen to fulfil His call to Islam, to

rival the Qur’an with another like it.

The Qur’an used to descend in parts upon Allah’s Servant and Messenger
Mohammed £ either as a complete surah, as a separate verses, or as a specific
verse sometimes. Allah % dubbed Mohammed £ as His Servant; this is one of the
most honorable ranks of the Book. Also, this is an honor given to the Prophet £
by Allah over the rest of His creation. The name Servant is the greatest name by
which a person can be called. The Prophet is a servant of Allah by way of creation,

so He made him a true Servant to Him by way of worship and devotion.

Allah #* described him as a Servant in the most honorable rank to show the
greatness of this name as He says, “All praise is for Allah Who has revealed the
Book to His servant” (Al Kahf: 1). Moreover, when Allah revealed the Book to
the Prophet, He addressed Him as His Servant for He says, “Yet when the servant



of Allah stood up calling upon Him "alone” (Al Jinn: 19). During the Isra’ Night
(The Night Journey), one of the greatest honors, He said, “{Glory be to the One
Who took His servant "Mohammad” by night”.

Allah % said, “And if you are in doubt about what We have revealed to Our
servant”, i.e. Mohammed % achieved servitude to Allah % as best as can be done
by a human being. He is the perfect human being and the perfect servant of Allah
%, Allah % dubbed the Prophet as His Servant to honor him. He says, “about What
we have revealed to Our servants”, that is, Mohammad £, “Then produce a sirah
like it”.

A surah is a chapter of the Qur’an that begins with mentioning the name of
Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and has a conclusion and an end.
The surahs of the Holy Qur’an are either long as Al-Bagarah (Chapter of the Cow)
or short like Al-Falag (the Chapter of the Break of Day), An-Nas (Chapter of
Mankind), and Al-lkhlas (Chapter of Sincerity). Al-lklas was called the surah of
foundation because every verse of it is combined with the other together to make
the building of the Quran whole. Thus, Allah challenges disbelievers to come up

with a surah like what He revealed to His prophet Mohammed .

Allah % decreased the challenge from bringing a whole Qur’an like the one
He revealed to His prophet to a piece that has the same meanings the Quran has..
He said, “or do they say, He made this Qur’an up? in fact, they have no faith” (Al
Tur: 33). “Let them then produce something like it, if what they say is true” (Al
Tur: 34). Then, He decreased the challenge to bringing ten surahs of the Qur’an
“Or do they say. He has fabricated this Qur’an! Say, O prophet produce ten
fabricated surahs like it”. Then, He decreased the challenge again into one surah

like the Qur’an’s “produce a surah like it”.

This is the fourth time where Allah challenges them to produce a surah like

those of the Qur’an or something similar to it. He said, “And if you are in



suspicion of what we have sent down to Our servants, then do something similar
and similar to what is similar”. And then call your eloquent witnesses, Al Jinn or
all who you can call to help you in fabricating a surah and support you in this
matter “and call your helpers other than Allah”. Other than Allah %, whom do
you think will help you in this matter? “If what you say is true”. If your claim that
the Prophet # is a liar, that he fabricated the Qur’an, that the Qur’an is not from
Allah, and that he is not the Servant of Allah to whom He revealed His Book, if

you are honest in your claim, then rise up to this challenge.

If they oppose his verses, then the Prophet was sent with words in the
language that you speak; Arabic, using the same style and elogquence that they
use. He did not come up with anything. The mastery of language was their trade
for they had eloquence of speech. Therefore, Allah challenged them to bring a
fabricated speech that contradicts what He had said. Then, He explained the
consequences of denying the message He sent to Mohammed 2. He said, “But if
you are unable to do and you will never be able to do” which means, that they did
not do what Allah # commanded them do, and they were unable to do it in the
past as well. They tried to contradict the Qur’an and failed. They also will not be
able to do it in the future either. (Will not) here denies the occurrence of the entire
action in the future time, while (did not) denies the occurrence of the act in the
past. Then, Allah warns them of Hell and orders them to put a barrier and

protection between them and it.

The Hellfire of Allah is unlike the fire that people are used to. Allah said
this about His Fire, “Then fear the Fire, whose fuel is men and stones” that burns
with the bodies of people and stones. Stones in general are not a fuel for fire.
Some scholars have said that these stones are Sulphur because they ignite when
heated, then melts and becomes fuel. “Then fear the Fire, whose fuel is men and
stones, prepared for the disbelievers”. It has been prepared and created in the

same condition that Allah % described for the disbelievers, for that it was created



for them. This is a warning from the Lord # for the deniers. The Message is made
clear to worship Allah # without a partner for He has no equal, and He is the
Creator of mankind and this universe around them. Moreover, Mohammad # is
His Messenger whom He sent him with this Message. Therefore, if you deny what
he was sent with, bring a surah similar to it. Allah ¥ ensures that they will not do
in the future, they will desperately try but will not be able to bring anything like
the Qur’an. This is an additional evidence of the Prophet’s ¥ honesty. This is also
evidence for the future generations who will also fail like their predecessors to
bring anything like the Quran. Thus, fear the fire, “And if you do not, and you
will not, then fear the fire Whose fuel is people and stones prepared for the
unbelievers”. Allah % also told His Prophet # that the fire in this life is not as the
Fire in the Hereafter. As described, this fire is part of seventy parts of the one in
the Hereafter. Our prophet # said, “This fire of yours is one part from seventy
parts of the fire of Hell, each part of it is like the heat of this one”, which means

that the Fire of the Hereafter is ninety-six times hotter than the fire in this life.

This is for the deniers. However, Allah addressed this to those who
believed in His words, “And give good tidings to those who believe and do
righteous deeds that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers
flow. Whenever they are provided with a provision of fruit therefrom, they will
say, “This is what we were provided with before.” And it is given to them in
likeness. And they will have therein purified spouses, and they will abide therein
eternally” (Al Bagarah: 25).

To give good tidings to believers is to tell them what pleases them.
However, it is totally different for the disbelievers, for they are on one the
opposite side of the equation. Those who believed got this name because they
believed in the message that Allah # revealed to His prophet Mohammed % and
acted according to this belief. They were commanded to fear Allah ¥, so they

feared Him. They were commanded to believe His news about the unseen, so they



believed in the unseen. They were commanded to do good deeds and obey, and
they said we heard and obeyed. This is the real essence of believing because the
truth of faith is the testimony by the tongue, the acknowledgment of Paradise, and
deeds of the senses, “And preach to those who believe and do righteous deeds”.
The term ‘righteous deeds’ refers to everything Allah commanded His servants
to do. Moreover, all of these deeds are righteous for Allah never commands
corruption nor does He love it. He says “Indeed, Allah orders justice and good
conduct and giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and

oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded” (Al Nabhl:
90).

All that Allah # has commanded be it His right, the right of a creature, or
any of Allah’s boundaries are all righteous deeds. Thus, prayer, fasting, Zakat,
and Hajj, are the beacons of Islam. All the great acts of worship of Allah ¥ are
righteous deeds. In addition, dutifulness to parents, truthfulness of speech, justice,
doing what is good, and trustworthiness are all righteous deeds, “And give good
tidings to those who believe and do righteous deeds that they will have gardens
[in Paradise] beneath which rivers flow”. Here, Allah % commanded His
Messenger £ to give good tidings to those who believed and did righteous deeds
that they will have, on the Day of Resurrection, gardens in Paradise (Jannat). The
word Jannat in Arabic refers to the intertwining branches of a garden that hides
whoever enters it, for if the branches are intertwined and a person enters the
garden, they will be hidden from people’s eyes. This is part of the perfection of
the garden for intertwined branches form a paradise. This paradise is described
by Allah #; first He described its capacity in a way that suits people’s minds. He
said, “And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wide as the

heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous” (A’l Omran: 133),

It also has levels as the Prophet % says, “The inmates of Paradise would

see the inmates of the apartment over them just as you see the shining planets



which remain in the eastern and the western horizon because of the superiority
some have over others”. Because of the long distance between each level in
Paradise, the dwellers see the above levels as if they are looking to a faraway star
in the horizon. Mohammed % says, “In Jannah there are a hundred grades” and
he said “So if you ask Allah for anything, ask Him for the Firdaus, for it is the
last part of Paradise and the highest part of Paradise, and at its top there is the

Throne of Beneficent, and from it gush forth the rivers of Paradise”.

Atop of Paradise is the Throne of the Most Gracious. It is a great orchard
that Allah has prepared and created, it is not non-existent. Rather it exists, ready
for them, “To have gardens under which rivers flow”. Rivers flow from
underneath these gardens and under its trees and palaces. Allah ¥ said that they
are rivers of water, and in another verse He said that they are rivers of different
shapes, as He says, “Is the description of Paradise, which the righteous are
promised, wherein are rivers of water unaltered, rivers of milk the taste of which
never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who drink, and rivers of purified
honey, in which they will have from all [kinds of] fruits and forgiveness from
their Lord, like [that of] those who abide eternally in the Fire and are given to
drink scalding water that will sever their intestines” (Mohammed: 15). This

means that the Companions of Paradise are not equal to those of Hell.

Then Allah # proceeds to describes Paradise. He says, “\Whenever they are
provided with a provision of fruit therefrom, they will say, ‘This is what we were
provided with before’”, this means that the Companions of Paradise live in luxury
and get honored and respected. They are bestowed with all kinds of provision
they want. Every time they are provided with a fruit from Paradise to eat, they
ask didn’t they have this before? Some tafsir scholars interpreted that “before”
refers to this world on earth or that it refers to their time in Paradise. The first
interpretation of the word before suggests that this provision is similar to what

Allah #* created for His servants on earth, like pomegranates that resemble



pomegranates, date palms, and other fruits that are similar to those in this world.
However, Ibn Abbas, the interpreter of the Quran, said there is nothing in Paradise
from what has been mentioned to people in the Quran similar to that on earth
except in name. Rather, the facts are varied, when Allah #: says that Paradise has
fruits, palm trees and pomegranates, that means there is fruit in it; it contains palm
trees, and it contains pomegranates. However, is the pomegranate of the Paradise
of the Hereafter similar to that in the orchards of the world? According to the first
interpretation, of course, there is no doubt they are different. According to the

first interpretation, the shape of these fruits is the same but the taste is different.

As for the second interpretation, they say this is the provision people have
eaten before in Paradise because the fruit they are given one day is like the ones
they had the day before, but the taste differs, so no fruit is similar to another and
no fruit has the same taste either. Each fruit has a different taste. This is
contradictory to the fruits of this world because if you eat a pomegranate this year,
and eat a pomegranate of the same species the year after, or after ten years it will

remain the same pomegranate with the same taste.

This also applies to dates and other fruits; oranges are oranges. If the same
species is the same after years, then it will have the same taste. In a single tree the
taste is one, but in Paradise every fruit given to the believer does not have the
same taste the next time they taste it. This is to renew their pleasures and surprise.
Consequently, their enjoyment is always renewed, so they do feel monotony or
boredom. This act of constant renewal is described this way in the Quran,
“Whenever they are provided with a provision of fruit therefrom, they will say,
“This is what we were provided with before’”. They were given similar fruits, so
according to the first interpretation, they are similar to what they had enjoyed in
this world, and according to the second interpretation, they are similar to what
they ate before in Paradise but with a new taste. This constant change and

diversity is attributed to their eternal stay in Paradise.



“And they will have therein purified spouses”, refers to the Companions of
Paradise who will have spouses therein. “Spouses” in Arabic is “Azwaj” and it is
used to refer to couples. The single form of the word is “Zaw;j”, and it is used to
refer both to the husband and the wife in the Qur’an, “And We said, ‘O Adam,
dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise’”. “Purified spouses” means purified of all
iliness and moral and physical foulness, for all the illness and filthiness is cured
in Paradise. In paradise, there is no foulness or illness of any type; the
Companions of Paradise do not urinate or defecate, and they do not blow their
noses, N0 mucus comes out of their noses, and they do not spit. They smell of
musk for their sweat does not smell like the usual sweat of this life. Their youth
does not perish and their clothes do not wear out. There is no filth of any forms
at all in Paradise, neither in the bodies of its companions, nor in its air, its soil, or
In its provisions. There is no immature or damaged fruit. There is no dirt and tuber
in any of the forms. Nothing disturbs its serenity, for even the wives are purified
from all physical impurities; a woman does not menstruate, urinate, churn, or
defecate. All the dirt and filth that was in the physical world is eradicated, as well
as all moral defilements. This means that it contains no envy and no hatred. There
IS no envy between anyone in Paradise. No distribution is allowed, “Wherein they
will hear no unsuitable speech” (Al Gashyah: 11). It has no vanity of any kind,
for the wives are satisfied and do not get angry, they do not envy, get jealous, or

disobey.

Allah # purified the Companions of Paradise from all the matters of the
worldly life, “And they will have therein purified spouses”. Then they will abide
therein eternally; this refers to all the believers who have done righteous deeds.
They will be eternally in Paradise. Eternal means immortal and perpetual with no
end. For that, Allah ¥ made people responsible for what He assigned them.
Therefore, He addressed them first to worship Him alone for He is the Lord who

created them and their fathers before them, and He is the One who created this



land for them, made this heaven that shadowed them, and sent down the rain with
which their lives were given. Therefore, they should not make an equal to Him,
should not believe in another faith, or give any of His rights to any besides Him.
And that this is His messenger Mohammed % to whom He revealed this miracle
that cannot be challenged; it is this Qur’an that is written in the Arabic language
and style. Then, if they doubt the Qur'an and doubt that the honesty of Prophet %,
let them bring a verse like the Holy Qur’an. Then, if they do not do so, and they
were unable to do so, let them know the consequences of their denial. This speech
Is not incitement or a call with no responsibility. Rather, it is a divine order that
people were created to fulfill. So, those who disbelieve or deny, Allah says, “Then
fear the Fire, whose fuel is men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers”. He
also says, “But whoever disbelieves in it from the [various] factions - the Fire is
his promised destination. So be not in doubt about it”. On the other hand, are
those who believe in that, He says, “And give good tidings to those who believe
and do righteous deeds that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which
rivers flow. Whenever they are provided with a provision of fruit therefrom, they
will say, ‘This is what we were provided with before™, this is a magnificent
image of what’s in paradise “And it is given to them in likeness. And they will
have therein purified spouses, and they will abide therein eternally”. The most
beautiful thing in paradise is that Allah % blessed believers with these purified
wives from all physical and moral impurity. Also, they will live eternally in
Paradise. The Surah has placed people’s responsibility to answer the call of Allah
in front of them and then determined the fate of people who answer the call and

those who don’t.

Allah # says, “Indeed, Allah is not timid to present an example - that of a
mosquito or what is smaller than it. And those who have believed know that it is
the truth from their Lord. But as for those who disbelieve, they say, "What did

Allah intend by this as an example?" He misleads many thereby and guides many



thereby. And He misleads not except the defiantly disobedient” (Al-Bagarah:26-
27).

,called all people to worship Him alone, without a partner ¥ After Allah
;He informed them that He is the Lord Who created them and those before them
He created the heavens and the earth for them. He sent down water; the base of
their lives, then He told them that if they were in doubt about what was revealed
the Qur’an, let them bring out chapter like the ;3 to His servant Muhammad
.Qur’an chaptersAnd if they did not do so, as Allah said that they would not be
able neither in the past nor in the future, then they should assess the consequences
of that, and they should know that Allah threatened the violators with the Fire
“But if you do not - and you will never be able to - then fear the Fire”. However,
Allah described the Fire and said, “Whose fuel is men and stones, prepared for
the disbelievers.” Then He % highlighted the destiny of the believers “And give
good tidings to those who believe and do righteous deeds that they will have
gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers flow. Whenever they are provided
with a provision of fruit therefrom, they will say, "This is what we were provided
with before." And it is given to them in likeness. And they will have therein
purified spouses, and they will abide therein eternally” purified from every
abomination and mental and physical strain, and they are (the believers) in

paradise eternally.

After Allah % made clear the fate of His creation according to their
response towards this Qur’an; those who believe in it, and those who disbelieve
in it, Allah indicated that He is not shy to present an example, “Indeed, Allah is
not timid to present an example - that of a mosquito or what is smaller than it”.
This is a statement from Allah; an explanation of the right, where He used any of
His creation even the despised creatures like a mosquito or what is smaller than
it like flies, “O people, an example is presented, so listen to it. Indeed, those you

invoke besides Allah will never create [as much as] a fly, even if they gathered



together for that purpose. And if the fly should steal away from them a [tiny]
thing, they could not recover it from him. Weak are the pursuer and pursued” (Al
Haj:73). Further, He illustrated another parable with the spider, a tiny insect that
some people may not notice “The example of those who take allies other than
Allah is like that of the spider who takes a home. And indeed, the weakest of
homes is the home of the spider if they only knew” (Al-'Ankabut:41). That is why
the disbelievers rejected the Holy Qur’an which (as they thought) could never be
a divine Book, “kings’ speech is glorified from mentioning despicable little
creatures such as flies and spiders”. Allah clarified that He sent down His Book
as guidance to all His creation and gave them parables as a sensual image that
approximates moral matters. That is, moral matters are more difficult to perceive

than the things that are categorized under the senses.

We will start to analyze the words of the verse, word by word, and then we
will outline the overall theme of this verse. Allah # says, “Indeed, Allah is not
timid to present an example”. First of all, decency for a creature is an attribute of
perfection, and the Prophet # made it a branch of faith, “Iman has over seventy
branches - or over sixty branches - the uppermost of which is the declaration:
‘None has the right to be worshipped but Allah'; and the least of which is the

removal of a harmful object from the road, and modesty is a branch of Iman”.

How can a creature define decency (Al Haya’)? It is said that (Al Haya’) is
derived from (Hayat: life) as if a living creature is alive in heart and soul, shy of
the despicable act. Decency is a kind of self-contraction and withdrawal from the
despicable act. This is in a creature as if the self-contraction and moving away
from a despicable act is part of his life. Yet, when the soul dies, the ambition dies
and the feeling dies and is dulled, then the person of this soul is not ashamed.
Therefore, it was said in the wisdom poetry: “Whoever humiliates, humiliation

becomes normal to him as the wound does not hurt the dead”.



So, no matter how a humiliated person has ugliness in himself, he is not
ashamed of that because the person with a dead heart and dull feelings are not
ashamed of the ugliness. On the other hand, the living whose soul and heart are
filled with life and vitality, he draws himself away from the ugliness. And this is
an attribute of praise for a creature, as we have mentioned that the Prophet £
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made decency a branch of faith and he said, “Haya™ “pious shyness from
committing religious indiscretions) does not bring anything except good”.

Accordingly, it is an attribute of praise.

No doubt that decency is also one of Allah’s attributes, as it is stated in the
saying of the Prophet, “Your Rabb (lord of the Universe) is Modest and
Generous” and “Your Rabb (lord of the Universe) is Modest and Generous when
a man raises his hands to Him, He feels too shy to return them to him empty and
rejected”. For Allah feels shy of His servant if he raises his hands to Him and
humbly asks Him; Allah # feels shy not to answer his supplication and to return
his hands empty to him. Allah is Modest and Generous. The Prophet # also said,

“Allah feels shy to torture an old man who gets older in Islam”.

That is, if a young servant became old in Islam, Allah feels shy to torment
him. This is a description of one attribute of Allah's perfection that is relevant to
Himself. And the Lord is not ashamed of the truth. In other words, the matters in
which there is truth, He is not ashamed of. It also came in Allah cultivation for
the believers not to enter the Prophet’s house at a time the Prophet hates or to sit
in his house at a time that embarrasses him, as Allah says, “O you who have
believed, do not enter the houses of the Prophet except when you are permitted
for a meal, without awaiting its readiness. But when you are invited, then enter;
and when you have eaten, disperse without seeking to remain for conversation.
Indeed, that [behaviour] was troubling the Prophet, and he is shy of [dismissing]
you. But Allah is not shy of the truth” (Al-Ahzab:53).



Allah is not shy of speaking the truth, so He commands you to do this. The
Prophet was embarrassed to say to his guests, “go out”. While they were in his
and his wife Zayneb’s room. On her wedding day, she sat facing the wall and her
back to them, and the guests sat and talked for a long time. Meanwhile, the
Prophet used to go out and enter, and he was shy to say to them, “get out”, or
“you embarrassed me”, or something similar due to his humility #. So, Allah

indicated that He is not tempted to say the truth and to set forth the truth.

Regarding “Allah is not tempted to strike a parable” that is, to use parables
of these weak creatures like a mosquito and what is smaller, a fly, a spider, and
donkey. Allah strikes the parable of a donkey and a dog. He says, “So his example
Is like that of the dog: if you chase him, he pants, or if you leave him, he [still]
pants” (Al-A'raf:173). And He says, “The example of those who were entrusted
with the Torah and then did not take it on is like that of a donkey who carries
volumes [of books]” (Al-Jumu'ah:5). He mentioned these creatures that are
despised as they are considered inferior creatures. Allah is not shy to mention it
in the parable because by that He shows the truth to people, guides them to it, and
makes them aware of moral matters. The same as sensory issues are perceived,
and this is part of His grace and benevolence to His servants and His creation to
show them this matter. He is not embarrassed from using such creatures in
parables, any parables “Indeed, Allah is not timid to present an example - that of

a mosquito or what is smaller than it” (Al-Bagarah:26).

It was previously mentioned that the parable is a sensory image that depicts
the perception of a moral image. The moral image is not easy to understand, so it
is made closer to the mind by giving it the close sensual parable. As for the
mosquito, everyone knows the mosquito; this tiny insect. This mosquito is a
miracle of creation as all mankind cannot create a mosquito even if they
collaborate because it is a creation of Allah. Allah strikes a parable using the

mosquito to clarify a matter. There is nothing wrong with that, as it came from



the Prophet saying, “Were this world worth a wing of a mosquito, He would not
have given a drink of water to an infidel”. So, he made it clear that if this world
was equal to this despicable matter, then Allah would deprive the unbeliever of it
for his unbelief. For he deserves to be deprived of every minimal good. Yet, as
this worldly life equals nothing to Allah, the unbeliever enjoys it and is blessed
as well, by existing with the people of faith. Otherwise, the creation of these
blessings would be only for the people of faith, as Allah says, “Say, "Who has
forbidden the adornment of Allah which He has produced for His servants and
the good [lawful] things of provision?" Say, "They are for those who believe
during the worldly life” (Al-A'raf:32). Allah % created it for them, but the
unbelievers associate them by force and take what is not permissible for them, for
Allah does not allow the unbeliever to enjoy His blessings and disbelieve in Him,
as He says, “O mankind, eat from whatever is on earth [that is] lawful and good
and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy” (Al-

Bagarah:168).

“Indeed, Allah is not timid to present an example - that of a mosquito or
what is smaller than it” (Al-Bagarah:27). Then Allah says, “And those who have
believed know that it is the truth from their Lord" (Al-Bagarah:26). As for the
people of faith who believe that this is the word of Allah and is sent down from
Him, they know that it is the truth from their Lord. Because these parables reveal
and clarify facts, are based on wisdom, and are of the kindnesses of Allah the
Exalted and the Compassionate, Who is Kind to servants, shows them the way,
and clarifies to them the argument in every way. So, they know that this Qur’an
revealed from Allah is the truth, the immutable truth, which falsehood stands
against. The truth from their Lord, their Creator, Former, and Master. “But as for
those who disbelieve, they say, "What did Allah intend by this as an example?”
(Al-Bagarah:27). As for those who disbelieve, if they hear the parables mentioned

in the Qur’an, they would say: what Allah meant with these examples? Because



of their ignorance, they are unaware of the meanings of Allah's words. As He
said, “And these examples We present to the people, but none will understand
them except those of knowledge” (Al-'Ankabut:43), “Those of knowledge”

referring to the people of knowledge.

And those disbelievers are obscured in their insights. Allah sealed their
hearts and their hearing, and their eyes were veiled. As a result, they hear and do
not understand, and that is why they do not realize the wisdom behind giving
these parables or examples, “What did Allah intend by this as an example?” They
say this ironically and sarcastically. What examples does Allah give with these
insects? With these despicable animals? And they say this ironically and
sarcastically, so they double their disbelief. Allah says, “He misleads many
thereby and guides many thereby. And He misleads not except the defiantly
disobedient”, the wisdom of Allah in striking this parable that misleads a lot of
people. It is a trial for those blind people who are deluded. Then, the Qur’an's
revelation will be a reason for increasing their disbelief and misguidance, as He
says, “say, it is" referring to the Holy Qur’an. “Say, “It is, for those who believe,
guidance and cure". And those who do not believe - in their ears is deafness, and
it is upon them blindness. Those are being called from a distant place”
(Fussilat:44). This was because they mocked it. Also, when the verses of Allah
were revealed about the tree of Zagqum. “And indeed, they will eat from it and
fill with it their bellies' ' (As-Saffat:66), the believer feels fear because he knows
that this is a truth, that this is the word of the Lord, that the tree of Zaqgqum is true,
and that this tree grows from Fire. As Allah says, it is nourished by Fire and its
fruits are Fire as well. The unbelievers eat from it as Allah says, “And indeed,
they will eat from it and fill with it their bellies” (As-Saffat:66), “Then indeed,
they will have after it a mixture of scalding water” (As-Saffat:67). But what did
the unbeliever say? The unbeliever said, "This is evidence of falsehood, trees are

burned with fire. How come they grow in the fire?!" He equalized the matter of



the Hereafter to the matter of this worldly life. So, he said. "In our life, we now
see that the fire burns the trees, so how come the trees grow in fire?" He said that
this is evidence that Muhammad is lying, this unbeliever was misled by this news
that Allah told. Allah says, “And We did not make the sight which We showed
you except as a trial for the people, as was the accursed tree [mentioned] in the
Qur'an. And We threaten them, but it increases them not except in great
transgression” (Al-Isra’:60). The trial is a test for people and a trial in that the
believer believes the words of Allah and the unbeliever rejects these words.
Accordingly, the unbeliever increases his disbelief. As Allah also said about the
Jews, “And that which has been revealed to you from your Lord will surely
increase many of them in transgression and disbelief” (Al-Ma'idah:64). Many
Jews will increase their tyranny and unbelief by the descent of the Qur’an, so do
not be sympathetic with the unbelievers. “And whenever a surah is revealed, there
are among the hypocrites those who say, "Which of you has this increased faith?"
As for those who believed, it has increased them in faith, while they are
rejoicing.” “But as for those in whose hearts is disease, it has [only] increased
them in evil [in addition] to their evil. And they will have died while they are
disbelievers" (At-Tawbah:124-125). The Qur’an is guidance for those whom
Allah has guided and likewise, it is a trial, delusion. and blindness against these
unbelievers, against the blinded ones. He misleads a lot with it and guides a lot
with it. Those who are going astray are the only ones misled. Allah does not
mislead the believers with the Qur’an, rather, He misleads the rebellious. The
rebellious (fasiq) is the origin of immorality in the language of the Arabs, it is the
departure from something. As they said, (fasagat al nuwat) or the core broke out
of its cover, which means that it went out of its cover. And the Arabs called the
mouse (al fowesega) because it goes out from its hole to spoil. Moreover,
immorality in the language of Islamic law is straying from the obedience of Allah.
As a result, every deviation from the obedience of Allah is considered to be

immoral. Yet, the act of disobedience and the act of disbelief have levels. So,



going astray from obedience to Allah through disbelief, denial, and mockery, is
considered to be disbelief and immorality that makes its doer deviate from the
religion and prayer altogether. Any disobedience is immorality, and any
disobedience, even if it is minor, is a kind of immorality, as the Prophet % said,
“Reviling a Muslim is Fusuq (disobedience of Allah)” And God Almighty says,
“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps
they may be better than them, nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps
they may be better than them. And do not insult one another and do not call each
other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched is the name of disobedience after

[one's] faith™

So, he stated all of these disobedience acts as a kind of sinning. It is the
disobedience of Allah, but it does not cause the departure of the religion
completely, it is an exit without leaving. And there is sinning without wickedness,
there is sinning that brings someone out of religion completely, and there is
sinning less than this. These rebellious are only the sinning of disbelief which
misleads the rebellious who completely disobeyed Allah and rejected His
commands, those who denied His revelation. Then Allah clarifies these rebellious
acts, “Who break the covenant of Allah after contracting it and sever that which
Allah has ordered to be joined and cause corruption on earth. It is those who are
the losers” (Al-Bagarah:27). Allah described them with three great reprehensible
qualities, which are among the meanings of their sinning, He says, “Who break
the covenant of Allah after contracting it” (Al-Bagarah:27), the breaking of the
covenant is the annulment of it, and if you untie the tight knot, you break it; they
broke the covenant of Allah. The covenant is the affirmative agreement, and every
covenant between two parties is an agreement. The (covenant) is a singular added
to a definite (Allah) and then it includes all covenants of Allah. What are the

covenants that Allah entrusted to His servants?



Many covenants, the first of which is to believe in Him, to thank Him, and
to fear Him. Allah first took the covenant on His servants to worship Him alone,
not associate Him with anything. And He informed them about Himself when He
created them in the world of the atom, in the realm of the Spirit. He said, “Am |
not your Lord?" They said, "Yes” (Al-A'raf:172).

The recognition of the creatures, children of Adam, that Allah is their Lord,
then Allah put this covenant as an innate, so every human is innately programmed
to know that he has a Creator, a Former Who created and found him. And the
necessity to resort to this, the necessity of the mind resorts him to this, and the
innate in his heart calls him, “every new-born child is born with his true nature,
but deviation comes to him from a deviant education, “There is none born but is
created to his true nature (Islam). It is his parents who make him a Jew or a
Christian or a Magian”. So, the covenant of Allah is to believe in Him follow His
path. As for those who broke the covenant of Allah, He would come to them,
whether it is the covenant of innate instinct or the covenant that is on the tongues
of the prophets who called them to believe in Allah, your Lord, He is your
Creator. Yet, they denied this, they denied their Creator and His Messenger, they
did not believe in His matter so they broke the covenant of Allah after they agreed
on it. Either they held the covenant while they were in the first world, or they held
it if they were of the people of faith. They embraced the faith, held the covenant,
and believed in Allah, after that they revoked it and returned to disbelief as is the
case of the hypocrite. The hypocrite might enter into religion and belief, then
revoke and return to disbelief, even with their hearts, showing that they are with

the people of faith.

“Who break the covenant of Allah after contracting it” (Al-Bagarah:27).
The covenant is the affirmative agreement, and it includes documentation in the
sense that they documented it. That they contracted it and tied it “And sever that
which Allah has ordered to be joined” (Al-Bagarah:27). Those who do this will



also be severely cut off. The cutting is known against the connection, what Allah
has commanded to communicate (to be joined). Allah has commanded many
things to be joined, firstly, the bond of the servant to Allah, keeping good
relationships with the relatives, the righteousness to parents. All these
connections are from the ones Allah commanded to be joined. He commanded
the servant to keep good relations with them, for those who sever them are the
people of evil and the people of the darkness who corrupt on earth. One of the
characteristics of those who are misled by Allah, and those who Allah does not
expand their chests to His words as they are wicked people who corrupt the earth.
Corruption is the opposite of righteousness, and every matter that goes according
to the nature of Allah and according to His creation and command is good.
However, every matter that deviates from the instinct that Allah has created
people on, and from the command of Allah is considered corruption. For Allah
only forbids corruption, and only commands good and righteousness. As Allah
says, “Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and
forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes you that

perhaps you will be reminded” (An-Nahl:90).

So, all that Allah has commanded is good, and all that Allah has forbidden
Is corruption. And those who live in corruption, polytheism, disbelief by showing
faith, and hiding disbelief, for they corrupt on earth with this. The greatest type
of polytheism is corruption as He says, “It is those who are the losers” (Az-
Zumar:63). “Those” demonstrates distant referring to the losers, the loss is your
loss of some benefit or the occurrence of some harm, all this is a loss. And every
loss is less than the greatest loss which is for a person to lose himself, and the
greatest loss for the soul is to be found in Fire. For He lost himself by keeping his
soul in eternal and uninterrupted torment, for the torment of Allah never ceases,
so he cannot get mercy, nor can he save his soul in any form of salvation, as Allah

says, “Say, "Indeed, the losers are the ones who will lose themselves and their



families on the Day of Resurrection. Unquestionably, that is the manifest loss”

(Az-Zumar:16).

Then Allah told that those rebellious who break the covenant of Allah after
they believe, reject what Allah has commanded, and corrupt on earth, are the
losers; the ones with the greatest loss. Their loss leads them not to know the
intentions of Allah and His purposes of speaking, they mock the way the Qur’an
Is written, and they look at the parables that Allah strikes with contempt, or with
ignorance. As a result, it is Allah’s punishment for them, that He made them deaf,

blind, and unable to understand His Book.

Allah # says, "How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless
and He brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He will bring you
[back] to life, and then to Him, you will be returned. It is He who created for you
all of that which is on the earth. Then He directed Himself to the heaven, [His
being above all creation], and made them seven heavens, and He is Knowing of
all things." (Al-Bagarah:28-29).

"How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought
you to life™ is a question from Allah to His creation and His servants, which is

intended to deny and marvel at the actions of people.

"How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought
you to life;" How can it be possible for a person to disbelieve in Allah? This
speech addresses all of those who disbelieve in Allah and you (the addressees)

were dead.

Either lifeless in the sense of nonentity; you were not present, and nonentity

Is death. Or dead in the sense of substance in which there is no life, as was the



case in Adam, the father of human beings . Allah created him from the soil of
this earth, from clay, and soil. Clay is a dormant substance in which there is no
life, then Allah blew into him of His spirit and he became a well-proportioned
human being. Then Allah created his wife Eve from one of his ribs, then dispersed

from both many men and women.

The beginning of creation is this sperm, and before the sperm; either he
was not present or he was food. This food was transformed in the female and the
male, and from it became the substance of creation; the sperm that comes from
the male, and the egg that comes from the female. Then Allah # created man from
that, so the dead are either the nothingness that preceded the human as Allah said
for Zachariah, " for | created you before, while you were nothing ". You were
nothing and | created you, so why do you wonder that Allah can create a child
from you and your old wife? We were nothing and Allah created us, and we were
dead substances with no life before Allah blew into us of His spirit. So, Allah
talks about us, and that our existence is not obligatory, but that we are a possible
existence, we were nothing and then we are as Allah says, "How can you

disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought you to life"

So, you were nothing, then Allah ¥ created you and there is no doubt that
the necessity makes every reasonable person believe that he had a Creator Who
created him and that he could not have created himself. Man is a creature who
never created himself, nor was he created without a creator, i.e., without anything,
without Originator. Intuitive minds can’t believe that this nothingness could have
created anything; especially if this thing is organized, arranged, coordinated,
well-constructed, without existing in the first place. This is rejected by reasonable
minds. Any reasonable person rejects the idea that anything could be created
without a creator. So, the creature cannot create himself nor can he exist without

a creator. Allah says, "Or were they created by nothing, or were they the creators



[of themselves]?" (At-Tur: 35). The truth is that we are not created without

anything and we never created ourselves, thus, we surely have a Lord and Creator.

"How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought
you to life" This is known to us, it is known to every man with a reason that he
was present before he was dead. So, Allah is the Granter of life and He revives
you. He then says, "then He will cause you to die" and this is true for everyone
because this is also a necessity that cannot be rejected. It is a stable and frequent

matter that every living creature's end is death.

"Then He will cause you to die, then He will bring you [back] to life" this
Is an assertion from Allah, and this should be likewise, intuitively recognized, for
this is proven by the truth from Allah, which is intuitively recognized that Allah
Is the only One Who can create and revive. He revives you with His power and

ability.

"And then to Him, you will be returned" you will be returned, all creatures
will resort to Allah for judgment where everyone will get his reward. This is an

assertion from Allah.

Allah # wonders how come a man reads and hears then disbelieves in Him.
Allah who created him out of nothing in this shape, Who created him, and Who
will cause him to die and bring him back to life. Disbelieving in Allah is a great
and terrible matter. It is due to ingratitude and arrogance, and it is a denial of the
necessity of reason that results in the great responsibility and the great torment
that awaits the deniers. Thus, who knows that ingratitude and disbelief lead to
great torment, how come he disbelieves in Allah? How do you disbelieve in
Allah? The truth is that Allah is the One Who created you, and He Who will
revive you and cause you to die, and your resort will be to Him, i.e. to meet Him.
This is an outrage and an exaggeration of the matter of this unbeliever disbelieves

in Allah when he knows the truth "How can you disbelieve in Allah when you



were lifeless and He brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He

will bring you [back] to life, and then to Him, you will be returned",

Then Allah # described Himself and proceeded "It is He who created for
you all of that which is on the earth”. He is your Lord Who created you in this
shape from nothingness and who caused you to die and He will restore you to
Him. Allah Created all these things that you see and do not see around you, and
this is also a word from Allah and a necessity that makes you believe in it. Further,
it prompts every reasonable person to resort to this, for that all around us is an

exquisite and originated creation.

And who claims that he created it? No one of the creatures claims to be the
creator of this unless a liar, as Pharaoh did, and Nimrud did. No one but Allah
created everything. No one claims to be the creator of anything from this
existence except a liar. Likewise, whoever claims that existence exists without a
creator and denies the reason of the mind is a liar. It is impossible to say that the
sun has been placed in its place by its own and that the stars have been placed in
their places without a Powerful, Strong, and Omniscient God who placed
everything in this way in its order and arranged this universe. Or that the land was
spread in this way and was distributed to dry land and water, and its conditions
were regulated in this coherent, innovative system without a doer. This is an

exotic matter that the reason denies.

He is Allah Who created all that is on the earth from a small grain of sand
to the greatest matter. The great mountain, the great oceans, all creatures that
Allah dispersed in this land, rain, trees, sustenance, land, and sea. Allah #is its
Creator; and that is with the certainty of this truth, as well as with the necessity
of reason that Allah, Who there is no other god but Him, is the Creator of all this.

"It is He Who created for you all of that which is on the earth" And the

earth is this planet on which we all live, "all" assertion of all creatures, and we



said that (khalga; create) comes in the sense of (Qadara; measured, and Sawa;
make even). It gives the sense of creating things from the nonentity. Thus,
bringing out of nonentity is for Allah and creation and destination are likewise.
Allah gave every creature his image, appearance and form, for Allah is the
Creator of everything. If “creation’ is attributed to man, it is only referred to the
things that he makes and practices, which is also called creation in the language.
As Allah says about Jesus, "that | design for you from clay [that which is] like
the form of a bird," (Ali-'Imran:49) this is what Jesus did "I design for you from
clay [that which is] like the form of a bird,” | make the image of a bird from clay,

and who makes an image of something he creates this image.

"l design for you from clay [that which is] like the form of a bird, then |
breathe into it and it becomes a bird by permission of Allah™ (Ali-'Imran:49) the
breath is from Jesus, and with permission of Allah, this image became a bird. A
creation because the creatures create what Allah enables him to create; create a
dress, create a car, create furniture. He creates all these manufactures and
inventions for him. Yet, creation, in the sense of revival, belongs to Allah only,
and creation in the sense of bringing something out of nonentity also belongs to
Allah only. No one can bring out an atom from a nonentity. As Allah says in the
Qudsi Hadith "The makers of these pictures will be punished on the Day of
Resurrection and it will be said to them, 'Make alive what you have created.'
Moreover, the angels do not enter a house where there are pictures." That is
reviving what you create, and Allah also says in the Hadith™” Let them create a
grain: let them create a gnat." Let them create an atom, an ant. Humans can't
create an ant in the sense that they can't revive it (can’t give it a life). They could
create an image of the ant but they couldn't give it life. As well as the grain of

wheat which is created from nonentity, no one can create it but Allah %,



"It is He who created for you all of that which is on the earth" that is the
bringing out from the nonentity as well as depicting and measuring it in this way

for everything He created and then guided.

"Then He directed Himself to the heaven, [His being above all creation],
and made them seven heavens, and He is Knowing of all things." (Istawa, being
above) in the Arabic language. It comes first without transgression, then it
transcends with a letter, then transcends with the sound "waw", transcends with
"ba", transcends with ("a'la"; on) and transcends with "e'la; to". Thus, " Istawa"
comes in the sense that matter is completed, as we say (Istawa al ta'am; the food
Is done), meaning it has reached its limit and well-made. In this sense, Allah's
says, "And when he attained his full strength and was [mentally] mature" "Istawa"
also gives the sense of reaching the limit of perfection in creation, as in the
description of the prophet Musa; the perfection of the body strength as well as the
mental construction. " istawa ella" in the sense of the intention to work. "Istawa
alla" means to raise and exalted as Allah *says, "and has made for you of ships
and animals those which you mount. That you may settle yourselves upon their
backs" (Az-Zukhruf: 12) that is your rise on the backs of the ark and cattle. "and
then remember the favor of your Lord when you have settled upon them"(Az-
Zukhruf:13). And the verb "Istawa" came to be attributed to Allah with the letter
"ella; to " and with a letter "Ala; on". So, here in this verse "Then He directed
Himself to the heaven™, and "Istawa" with the letter "ala; on™ is in this verse "The
Most Merciful [who is] above the Throne established” (Taha:5).

Al-Istiwa is undoubtedly one of the attributes of Allah. He attributed this
to Himself, for it suits Him as well as all other attributes and deeds of Allah that
do not resemble the deeds of created beings. And His attributes do not resemble
the characteristics of created beings. His words are attributed to Himself, the
words He speaks are not like our words, and His hearing and sight are not like

our hearing and sight, and His coming is not like our coming "And your Lord has



come and the angels, rank upon rank," (Al-Fajr:21) "Do they await but that Allah
should come to them in covers of clouds and the angels [as well] and the matter
Is [then] decided? And to Allah [all] matters are returned” (Al:Bagarah: 210). He
attributed the coming to Allah, for the coming of Allah is not like that of His

servants. When they asked imam Malek about "istawa", " istawa ala al A'rsh;
established the Throne" how is He established above the Throne, he replied: Al
istawa' is known, yet, how is unknown. The question about it is innovation. So,
when the essence of Allah is not known to us, we do not ask about Allah with
how, we do not say how He is "istawa", how He speaks, how He hears, how He
sees. Rather, we believe in His attributes as He told us about Himself and we

know that nothing is like Allah. And He is the All-Hearing and the All-Seeing.

"Then He directed Himself to the heaven™ and it came in Ibn Abbas saying
that "He raises and exalted-the Almighty- raised to the heavens", heavens mean

height, "and made them seven heavens" "swaahun; made them" means justified
them. "tasweiah" is the completion of creation to the image that Allah has
completed and created. Seven heavens, there is no doubt that the reality of these
heavens is unknown for us as we don't know its reality, nor the material that Allah
made them of. We know the material of the earth but what is the essence of the
heavens? What is its shape? This matter is undoubtedly beyond our perceptions,
for no matter how Allah told us, no matter how we look at the heavens, our sight
remains short-sighted. "so return [your] vision [to the sky]; do you see any
breaks? Then return [your] vision twice again. [Your] vision will return to you
humbled while it is fatigued" (Al Mulk:3-4), for the human sight still unable to
reach the high heavens, and to know the heavens that Allah # created, how He
created it and how He designed it? So, this is known from Allah that they are
seven heavens, and there is no doubt that considering them as planets is wrong,
for heaven is a preserved ceiling and layers above each other. And it's

undoubtedly beyond the perception of man, as Allah says, " Blessed is He in



whose hand is dominion, and He is over all things competent, He] who created
death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed - and He is the
Exalted in Might, the Forgiving, [And] who created seven heavens in layers. You
do not see in the creation of the Most Merciful any inconsistency. So, return
[your] vision [to the sky]; do you see any breaks? Then return [your] vision twice
again. [Your] vision will return to you humbled while it is fatigued” (Al Mulk:1-
4),

So, Allah says that there are seven heavens above us, and He said that they
are layers, the second above the first, and the third is above the second and so on.
And the Lord is the All-knowing.

With this wide, growing, and divergent creation that the minds do not
encompass, Allah is the All-knowing who knows everything. All-knowing is an
exaggerated attribute of knowledge, that is, there is nothing of His creation
matters that is hidden from Him. He says, "And with Him are the keys of the
unseen; none knows them except Him. And He knows what is on the land and in
the sea. Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there within the
darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but that it is [written] in a clear
record" (Al-An'am:59).

A fallen leaf, a matter that is repeated millions and millions of times in a
second, and people do not notice the falling of trees' leaves in the fall, the winter,
or in summer "Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there within
the darknesses of the earth™ hidden "and no moist™ thing "or dry [thing] but that
it is [written] in a clear record." For Allah is the All-knowing. There is nothing
He doesn't know from His creatures matters. This comes after this question in
which there are an exclamation and denial "How can you disbelieve in Allah
when you were lifeless and He brought you to life" you were nothing, and as the

poor owner of Paradise said to the un gratitude and transcendent owner of



Paradise "Have you disbelieved in He who created you from dust and then from
a sperm-drop and then proportioned you [as] a man?" (Al-Kahf:37). How do you
disbelieve in Him? Allah created you from the soil, the origin of this human is
Adam; from a sperm, every human being, then he made you a man, your origin
Is a sperm. Then Allah made you a man in this shape, how do you disbelieve in

Him? How do you disbelieve in the One Who created you?

Allah says, "How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and
He brought you to life", then He causes you to die, then He revives you, then to
Him you will return in the end. And you disbelieve in Him! While you will stand
before Him without a cover, with your face to Allah as in the hadith, "There will
be none among you but his Lord will speak to him, and there will be no interpreter
between them nor a screen to screen Him. He says to him: | sent you messengers,
gave you money, and favoured you and what did you do?" Allah addresses you.
The prophet said, "He will look to his right and will not see anything but that
which he sent forth. He will look to his left and will not see anything but that
which he sent forth. Then he will look in front of him and will be faced with the
Fire. So, whoever among you can protect himself from fire, even by means of
half a date, let him do so". Allah says, how could you disbelieve in Allah? How
can it come from a person who was created by Allah out of nothingness, to

disbelieve in his Lord, his Creator, and his Master?

Allah # says, "How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and
He brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He will bring you
[back] to life, and then to Him, you will be returned.” He is Allah Who created
for you all that is on the earth, so all that you have of what you are proud of, and
are enriched by it, Allah created it. Further, He created all that is on this earth.
Then He ascended to heaven and made them seven heavens. He created them and

justified them and made them a coherent building. He says, "And the heaven We



constructed with strength™ with strength, "and indeed, We are [its] expander"
(Adh-Dhariyat: 47). "And He is Knowing of all things."

Then Allah # cut off the excuse, everyone with an excuse and He revealed
the truth of disbelief in Allah and that the unbeliever is stubborn, ungrateful, and
arrogant. And that there is nothing on which he relies, there is no basis on which
he relies. And that his status is miserable; it is a marvelous matter for a human to
disbelieve in Allah Whom these are His attributes. That man disbelieves in His
creator, the One Who revives him, Who causes his death. and Whom he will

resort to.

And then Allah says, "And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said
to the angels, "Indeed, | will make upon the earth a successive authority.”" They
said, "Will You place upon it one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood,
while we declare Your praise and sanctify You?" Allah said, "Indeed, | know that

which you do not know" (Al-Bagarah:29)

This information from Allah is about the beginning of human beings, the
story of human existence. How did it start? The beginning was in the knowledge
of Allah, then Allah informed the angels of His will; to place on this earth the

successor of man to live there.

Allah # says, "Indeed, | will make upon the earth a successive authority."
The linguists said that "wa-ith" (meaning and when) is an accusative particle to a
deleted verb (remember) that is (remember! O Muhammad when, or you (people)
remember when Allah said to the Angels.) A statement by Allah Who speaks with
whatever He pleases, how He wills, and the statement is one of His attributes.
This statement addresses the Prophet %, and the Lord of the Prophet is Allah Who
IS his creator.



"For the angels" the angels are a world among the worlds created by Allah,
and Allah is the Lord of the worlds. A world that is bigger and greater than
humans in number, strength, and ability and it also differs in its genesis because
Allah created them from light as the prophet said " Angels were created from light,
jinns were created from a smokeless flame of fire, and 'Adam was created from
that which you have been told" That is as what Allah described to us, that man
was created out of clay. This world, the Angel world, is bigger, more sublime,

and greater than man's world.
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,says in the Holy Qur’an % Allah“And (mention, O Muhammad)., when
your Lord said to the angels, "Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive
authority."! They said, "Will You place upon it one who causes corruption therein
and sheds blood, while we exalt You with praise and declare Your perfection?"
He (Allah). said, "Indeed, I know that which you do not know" (Al-Bagarah:30)
“And He taught Adam the names - all of them. Then He showed them to the
angels and said, "Inform Me of the names of these, if you are truthful" (Al-
Bagarah:31) They said, "Exalted are You; we have no knowledge except what
You have taught us. Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing,! the Wise" (Al-
Bagarah:32) “He said, "O Adam, inform them of their names." And when he had
informed them of their names, He said, "Did I not tell you that I know the unseen
(aspects). of the heavens and the earth? And | know what you reveal and what

you have concealed" (Al-Bagarah:33).



In these verses, Allah explains that He has informed the angels and made
His will and volition clear in having a successive on earth. “And (mention, O
Muhammad)., when your Lord said” it is a saying from Allah, and He talks
whatever and however He wishes. He talks to His angels, talks to some of His
Messengers, as He talks to Musa, Muhammed, and Adam. Allah talks whatever
and however He pleases and wishes. Allah talks to His angels. The angels are
great creatures of Allah’s creation; they belong to a realm among other realms
which Allah created. He described them in His book and through His Messenger’s
tongue as creatures made of light, they are uncountable and unfathomable. It is
apparent in the description of Prophet Muhammed of Al-Bayt Al-Ma’mur (the
frequented House) “It is visited every day by seventy thousand angels who will
not come back to visit it again.” Each angel prays only once in Al-Bayt Al-
Ma’mur, and each prayer has a new batch of angels praying there. We could never
know how many angels visited Al-Bayt Al-Ma’mur or how many angels have
prayed in it since Allah created the heavens and Al-Bayt Al-Ma’mur, as we could

never know for how long they were created.

The power of the angels is unimaginable to us humans, as Allah says about
the angel Jibreel: “Taught to him by one intense in strength (i.e., Gabriel)” (An-
Najm:5). The extent of his strength is described in the Hadith: “He turned their
cities upside down with the tip of his wing”. He turned the city of the people of
Lot upside down over its people. This massive strength of flipping an entire city
upside down over its people with just the tip of his wing is indeed great. “And
(mention). when We raised the mountain above them as if it was a dark cloud”
(Al-A'raf:171). He plucked the mountain from the ground and placed it on top of
the heads of Bani Israel (Sons of Israel) as they were required to follow Allah’s
orders stated in the Torah. “And (mention). when We raised the mountain above
them as if it was a dark cloud and they were certain that it would fall upon them,

(and Allah said), "Take what We have given you with determination and



remember what is in it that you might fear Allah" (Al-A'raf:171). The one who
raised the mountains was Jibreel and he did so by order of Allah. He raised the
mountains and placed them above their heads, scaring them to take what they

were ordered to take seriously and abide by it, i.e., the Torah.

Thus, the power and strength of the angels are certainly great. It was
narrated that Allah created angel Jibreel with six hundred wings. Prophet
Muhammed saw angel Jibreel twice, the first time was at the beginning of the
revelation, and the second time was in the heavens when Jibreel took Prophet
Muhammad on Al-Isra (the night journey) to the heavens. The majesty of his
creation frightened Prophet Muhammed when he saw him for the first time at the
beginning of his revelation, as he was shaking from the intensity of seeing such a
creature and he kept on saying, “Wrap me! Wrap me!”. The sight of the angels is
indeed frightening, and for the unbelievers, “The day they see the angels - no
good tidings will there be that day for the criminals, and (the angels). will say,
"Prevented and inaccessible" (Al-Furgan:22). Jahannam which Allah created as
a prison and torture to the unbelievers that only Allah knows how many they are,
are guarded by nineteen angels only "Over it are nineteen (angels)” (Al-
Muddaththir:30). “And We have not made the keepers of the Fire except angels.
And We have not made their number except as a trial for those who disbelieve”
(Al-Muddaththir:31). In conclusion, the angels are great creatures of Allah, where
they were appointed by Allah to worship and obey Him, and they were assigned
to do certain jobs and actions. Jibreel was assigned to deliver the revelation to the
prophets and messengers, another angel is appointed to the clouds and rain, and
another is appointed to the souls who is the angel of death, "Say, "The angel of
death who has been entrusted with you will take you. Then to your Lord, you will
be returned" (As-Sajdah:11).

“And (mention, O Muhammad), when your Lord said to the angels,

“Indeed, | will make upon the earth a successive authority” (Al-Bagarah:30).



Allah said to all the angels that He would make and create a successive authority
on this earth on which we live. A successive authority means someone who would
be a representative of Allah on earth. As Allah says, “It is He who has made you
successors upon the earth” (Fatir:39). So, they will be successors upon the earth,
generation after generation. This successor is Adam; however, a successor is a
common noun that could be generalized for all of mankind, where they succeed
one another in that sense. Or it is Adam who is the successor upon the earth. It
was said that this could mean that he was a successor of some races that occupied
the earth priorly, but this has no evidence to prove it. Thus, the successor is
mankind, he is Adam, where his offspring would succeed one another, generation

after another.

“They said,” the angels said to Allah, "Will You place upon it one who
causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we exalt You with praise and
declare Your perfection?" (Al-Bagarah:30). He said as if they deprecated or
thought it was a great deal for Allah to create this successor or this human as if
they knew the type of corruption he would cause. What they meant to say was,
"will you place upon the earth who causes corruption by sinning and committing
all types of debauchery, and refraining from worshipping Allah?" “And sheds
blood” they would kill one another, and “Al-Safk” “shedding” is spilling and
wasting, which is indeed a massive sin. If the creatures whom Allah has blessed
with creating them, killing one another, it would be grave aggression on Allah’s
creatures. “While we” referring to the angels, “exalt You with praise and declare
Your perfection?", “tasbih” means extolling Allah. We extoll in praising You,
with every fiber of our being. Worshipping Allah consists of two factors; the first
factor is extolling Allah and praising Him. Thus, declaring that He is above any
fault, shortcoming, or deficiency, i.e. He is above all defects. The second factor
which is included in tashih is venerating Allah, which implies affirming

praiseworthy attributes for which He is praised.



Thus, when you utter the words, "Allah has no partner”, you have declared
Him to be above having a partner and an opponent. And when you utter the words,
"He is Allah whom there is no god but Him", you would have venerated Him by
affirming praiseworthy attributes to Him. As Allah says in Ayatul Kursi (Verse
of the Throne), which includes both factors of tasbih: “Allah - there is no deity
except Him, the Ever-Living, the Self-Sustaining. Neither drowsiness overtakes
Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the
earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission? He knows
what is (presently). before them and what will be after them and they encompass
not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His Kurst extends over
the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him not. And He is the
Most High, the Most Great” (Al-Bagarah:255).

Tasbih or praising Allah entails raising Him above drowsiness and sleeping
while affirming His praiseworthy attributes, “we exalt You with praise”. So, we
declare that You are above any fault or shortcoming, and we praise You and
commend You for Your glorified attributes and actions. “And declare Your
perfection” “nuqqgadis” is from the root word “qadas” which also means praising
Him and praising Him above all defects. “Al-Quddus”™ is far greater and far
removed from any imperfection or defect, as “Al-Quddus” is one of the names of
Allah %, Prophet Muhammed % praises Allah, saying, “All-Glorious, All-Holy,
Lord of the Angels and the Spirit” Allah is All-Glorious, He is above all defects.
He is All-Holly, above all imperfection. He is the Lord of the Angels and the
Spirit. “And declare Your perfection?" We either raise You above all defects and
imperfections, or we abandon our defects and imperfection for You, so we would

be worthy of worshipping You.

A great question that raises itself here is how did the angels know about

the nature of human beings when they were not created yet?



There could be two possible answers: either Allah has already told them
about the nature of mankind, or they could have concluded that from their own
understanding and thought that when Allah created a human being from clay, and
he would give him offspring, they would be in dispute over their own interests,
or they would be in dispute for having different interests. Hence, they would be
in dispute and could only possibly shed blood, thus, the angels deduced that from

their own knowledge.

Regarding the saying that the angels could predict that as there was before
them another race that shed blood and caused corruption on earth, it was called
the Hinn which inhabited the earth. It is a saying that has no evidence or proof.
They were neither man nor Jinn, but they were of another race. So, the angels
thought that humans would be like the previous races that inhabited the earth.
Anyhow, the angels came to know that this human would cause evils, thus, they
did not understand Allah’s wish in creating such a being. A being who would
disobey Him. They could not comprehend it and thought it was unacceptable for
a mere creature to disobey His Lord. However, Allah created the angels to
worship Him, and they could never disobey Him, therefore, they could not fathom

the existence of a creature who could disobey Allah.

Allah replied to them, "Indeed, I know that which you do not know” | know
about the human what you do not. Allah knew great things about man, as among
them would-be prophets, messengers, martyrs, and warriors. Some of them would
give up their lives and souls for Allah, fight for His cause, do good, and fight their
desire and restrain it for the sake of Allah. These acts of worship are indeed
magnificent, and they are acts of worship that even the angels are incapable of
doing.

"Indeed, I know that which you do not know”, then Allah wanted to show

the angels the worth of this creature that He had created, and that in some



instances, this creature had been superior to them. Allah said, “And He taught
Adam the names - all of them. Then He showed them to the angels and said,
"Inform Me of the names of these, if you are truthful”. So, Allah created Adam
from the clay of this earth, as mentioned in the hadith, “God created Adam from
a handful which he took from the whole of the earth". Allah created Adam with
His Own Hands as well “So when I have proportioned him” (Sad:72), and He

taught Adam the names of all things.

Allah said, “And He taught Adam the names-all of them”. Ibn Abbas said,
“the names of everything, He taught him the names of everything, everything in
existence and its name”. Ibn Abbas said as well: “He taught him the difference
between Al-Qas’aa from Al-Qasi’aa” ie. He taught him the difference in wording
between a large basin or bowl to a small basin or bowl. “Then He showed them
to the angels” Allah showed these named entities to the angels, “and said, "Inform
Me of the names of these, if you are truthful. They said, "Exalted are You; we
have no knowledge except what You have taught us.” Exalted are You, Lord, we
have no knowledge except for what You have taught us, so how would we know
the names of these things, while we have never had prior knowledge of them, nor
have You taught us about them? He then said, "O Adam, inform them of their
names” so Adam informed them of their names. “And when he had informed
them of their names”. Adam informed them of the names of everything, reflected
his worthiness and his knowledge of the things that even the angels were unaware
of. .% This knowledge was taught to him by Allah

“He said, "Did I not tell you that I know the unseen (aspects) of the heavens
and the earth?” ‘I know the unseen aspects of the heavens and the earth’, the
unseen aspects regarding the creation, so the creation of Adam and what is of
Adam, and his offspring. This is considered to be an unseen aspect to the angels,
as they weren’t taught it. Allah has no unseen aspects, as He is a witness t0

everything. Nothing surpasses His notice and knowledge. He is attentive to all of



His creatures, from the smallest atom to the largest galaxy. “I know the unseen
(aspects). of the heavens and the earth” as Allah knows everything of all matters
of the heavens and the earth, while the angels don’t, as Allah is the All-Witness
and All-Knowing. “And | know what you reveal and what you have concealed"
nothing of the creatures’ affairs are hidden from Allah, so whatever the angels
reveal or conceal, whatever the future holds, whatever the nature of man is, where
there will be corruptors, reformers, and those who are guided¢ only Allah has
detailed knowledge of this. While the creatures don’t know the knowledge that
Allah possesses except for the knowledge of which He has taught them and
allowed them to know. Allah said, “and they encompass not a thing of His
knowledge except for what He wills™ no creature, let be an angel or another being,
would encompass a thing of Allah’s knowledge except for what Allah wills for

this creature to know.

Then He says, “And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate
before Adam"; so they prostrated, except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant

and became of the disbelievers” (Al-Bagarah:34).

“And (mention). when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam" (Al-
Bagarah:34). Allah told the angels to prostrate to Adam, in the way and form of
which Allah created him, "Indeed, I am going to create a human being from clay”
(Saad:71). Allah proportioned, designed, and balanced him in the image that He
desires. “So when | have proportioned him and breathed into him of My (created).
soul, then fall down to him in prostration™ (Saad:72). Prostrate to him the moment
he is created, “then fall down to him in prostration. So the angels prostrated - all
of them entirely” (Saad:72-73). “And (mention). when We said to the angels,
"Prostrate before Adam" (Al-Bagarah:34). Thus, Allah after creating Adam
ordered the angels to prostrate before him. “So they prostrated, except for Iblees.
He refused and was arrogant and became of the disbelievers.” (Al-Bagarah:34).

The angels then prostrated, and Allah clarified that the entirety of all of the angels



prostrated in the following verse, “So the angels prostrated - all of them entirely”
(Al-Hijr:30). So, all of the angels prostrated except for Iblees, as he was the only
one who didn’t prostrate to Allah Almighty. It was told that Iblees is not an angel,
but a Jinn that existed with the angels. As Allah says: “He was of the jinn and
departed from (i.e., disobeyed). the command of his Lord” (Al-Kahf:50), thus, he
departed from the command of His Lord and disobeyed Him by not prostrating.
All of the angels prostrated but Iblees. Iblees was a worshipper of Allah that
resided in the heavens, "except for Iblees. He refused” (Al-Bagarah:34). “Aba” is
to refuse and refrain, so he refused to prostrate, became arrogant and prideful, as
he thought himself too great to prostrate. Prostrating is bending in a certain way,
a form of honoring Adam whom Iblees thought of as beneath him in creation.
Iblees thought he was created better than Adam, and he thought that Adam was
beneath him in history and experience, as Iblees worshipped Allah for a longer
time, while Adam hasn’t as he was just created. Hence, Iblees thought of himself
as superior to and better than Adam. “He refused and was arrogant and became
of the disbelievers” (Al-Bagarah:34). as disbelieving is an act of ungratefulness,

so Iblees became ungrateful, refused to abide by Allah's order, and disbelieved.

It is indeed Allah’s right that everybody worships Him and never disobeys
Him, and surrenders to Him for His wisdom. So, the prostration was an act of
honoring Adam, just as it was an act of compliance and obedience to Allah. The
angels were those who were asked to prostrate, and they were the ones who tried
to obey Allah with what He had ordered them to do and to honor this creature.
For it was Allah Who deemed this creature worthy of being honored, as he was
honored in the heavens, and was further honored greatly by later on receiving the
message i.e., the revelation. He was honored by the Prophethood, believing in
Allah, fighting for His cause, and fighting the desires of the inner-self and
subduing them for Allah, as well as abandoning whatever the soul pleases and
desires for the sake of Allah. The Prophet said,



and | will give the reward for it, as he (the one who observes the fast) leaves his
sexual desire, food and drink for My Sake." Then why does Allah reward fast
differently than any other act of worship? Why doesn’t it have a specific reward
like the rest of the acts of worship? As the slave: “leaves his sexual desire, food
and drink for My Sake." As the slave leaves his desires, craves, and likes for
Allah. Not only that, but he leaves his needs and necessities for Allah’s sake as
well. "Except for Iblees” who was arrogant and refused to prostrate. Iblees
honored refused and was arrogant over prostrating to Adam. Therefore, he was

of those who disbelieved, as he refused to obey Allah and comply with Him.

Allah says, “And We said, "O Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise
and eat therefrom in (ease and). abundance from wherever you will. But do not

approach this tree, lest you be among the wrongdoers" (Al-Bagarah:35).

So, following this instance, Allah told Adam: "O Adam, dwell, you and
your wife, in Paradise”. “Uskun” is from the root word “sakan” and “‘sakan” is
from “sakina” which is tranquility and peace. The place, in which a man lives, is
his home, garden, and his place is his tranquility and comfort. Thus, “Uskun ant”
“dwell, you” means live in heaven, in peace and tranquility. “Ant” “You” is
directed at Adam and his wife, as Allah talked to him here and made the personal
pronoun clear and apparent after the invisible pronoun, as the verb is in the
imperative form, where the subject is present in the sentence that is esteemed to

29 ¢¢

be “ant” “you”. The personal pronoun was visible after it to emphasize the
command. “Dwell, you” so the command and dwelling were for Adam originally,
and the wife followed accordingly. This verse is evidence that the woman follows
the man, as she followed him in creation, and followed him in the dwelling as
well. Thus, the one who is responsible in the first place, the one who these
commands were directed to first, and the one who is in charge first and foremost

IS the man.



“Dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise”, Paradise is the everlasting home,
a magnificent garden that no human mind could ever fathom nor imagine. Allah
says in the Holy Qur’an, “And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden
(i.e., Paradise). as wide as the heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous” (Ali-
‘Imran:133). He also says: “Race (i.e., compete). toward forgiveness from your
Lord and a Garden whose width is like the width of the heavens and earth” (Al-
Hadid:21). We could never know how massive and spacious the heavens are,
consequently, we could never know how vast paradise is, for paradise is indeed
magnificent and vast. “Dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise” paradise lies in the
heavens, and it is not a heaven on earth according to the Jews and their distorted
Torah. The Jews believe that paradise is in Aden, and it was created for Allah to
plant crops in its gardens and live there. But the true paradise lies in the
tranquillity it will be a home for those who are righteous from the Sons of Adam.
“Dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise and eat therefrom in (ease and).
abundance” thus, what paradise holds is infinite, it has all the goodness there is
in abundance that would cause happiness to whoever abides there. So, it would
certainly be a wholesome, delightful, and easeful life. “And eat therefrom in (ease
and). abundance from wherever you will” Allah has made the entire paradise
accessible to Adam and his wife, all of its valleys and mansions. However, “but
do not approach this tree lest you be among the wrongdoers” only one tree was
made inaccessible to them, it was the exception. Allah referred to a specific tree
in the heavens and prohibited them from approaching it. They were prohibited
from getting near to it, which was more profound and inclusive than just
prohibiting them from eating from it. They were curious to know what was so
special about this specific tree. Yet, since Allah did not make the reason clear, it
was then unlawful to ponder upon this tree’s nature, whether it was a plant of
wheat or figs. It was unlawful to ponder upon its specialty. Thus, it is a tree of the
trees of paradise which Allah prohibited Adam and his wife to approach, as a test

and a trial for them.



It is important to note that this tree is not the Tree of Knowledge as the
Jews have lied about it in their distorted Torah. They said that it was the tree of
knowledge that Allah prohibited Adam and his wife to eat from, so they would
never know what is wrong and right. This is certainly incorrect and it is a blatant
lie. For this tree is a tree from the trees of paradise, and we must believe in it
accordingly. Allah permitted Adam and his wife to eat from all the trees in
paradise, but made this tree an exception, or else he would be among the
wrongdoers. Wrongdoing is when an action is done falsely, and in this

.%& occurrence, wrongdoing would be disobeying Allah

,says ¥ Allah“And (mention) when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before
Adam"; so they prostrated, except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant and
became of the disbelievers. And We said, "O Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in
Paradise and eat therefrom in (ease and) abundance from wherever you will. But
do not approach this tree, lest you be among the wrongdoers. But Satan caused
them to slip out of it and removed them from that (condition) in which they had
been. And We said, "Go down, (all of you), as enemies to one another, and you
will have upon the earth a place of settlement and provision for a time" (Al-
Baqgarah:34-36).

Allah ordered the angels to prostrate to Adam whom He has created from
clay. Allah says, “(So mention) when your Lord said to the angels, "Indeed, | am
going to create a human being from clay. So when | have proportioned him and
breathed into him of My (created) soul, then fall down to him in prostration.
“(Sad:71-73). Allah tells us that all of the angels abided by and complied with
His order, except for Iblees. “And (mention) when We said to the angels,
"Prostrate before Adam" it’s a prostration of honoring, glorifying, and complying
to Allah’s order. “So they prostrated” all of the angels prostrated, except for

“Iblees”.



Iblees refused to abide by Allah’s order and he became arrogant, as he
thought that he was greater and far better than the creature that he was ordered to
prostrate to. Allah says, "(Iblees) said, "Do You see this one whom You have
honored above me? | am better than him because you create me from fire and you

create him from clay and he was a disbeliever”.

as he rejected Allah’s orders by not complying with it which is in itself an
act of disbelief. He disbelieved when he rejected Allah’s order and believed that

he was too superior to abide by it.

Allah calls Adam, “And We said, "O Adam dwell, you and your wife, in
Paradise” thus Allah permitted Adam to dwell in Paradise, Paradise which Allah
has created for His pious slaves. Paradise is not a garden on earth like the Jews
claimed it to be in their Book. “And cat” referring to Adam and his wife to eat
from Paradise, “in (ease and) abundance from wherever you will”” they would be
eating delightful food, and they would be permitted to roam anywhere they

wished in Paradise and to eat from its fruits.

“But do not approach this tree, lest you be among the wrongdoers”, they
were not permitted to approach this tree or else they would be among the
wrongdoers, as they would be disobeying Allah’s order. This was a divine
ordinance directed to them, and if they were to disobey it, they would be wrong.
As wrongdoing is misplacing something, and here they sinned and did wrong
instead of obeying Allah and doing righteous acts. “Lest you be among the
wrongdoers” they would be among the wrongdoers who wronged themselves by
disobeying Allah.

Allah says, “But Satan caused them to slip out of it” the word “al-zalal” is
to slip, fault, and be distanced. “Zalat Al-Qadam™ means the slip of a foot, as it
was not firmly standing, but it slipped and moved to another place. So, Satan

caused them to slip out of Paradise. He caused them to be distanced from Paradise



which is the home of safety, comfort, and tranquility. As Allah described Paradise
saying, "Indeed, it is (promised) for you not to be hungry therein or be unclothed.
And indeed, you will not be thirsty therein or be hot from the sun" (Taha:118-
119). Allah warned Adam from Iblees who refrained from prostrating to him as
he held envy for him and intended evil for him, Allah says, "(Iblees) said, "Do
You see this one whom You have honored above me? If You delay me (i.e., my
death) until the Day of Resurrection, | will surely destroy? his descendants, except
forafew." (Al-Isra:62). Thisiswhy Allah has made it clear to Adam that Iblees
Is indeed an enemy and he would attempt to remove him from Paradise, “So We
said, "O Adam, indeed this is an enemy to you and to your wife. Then let him not
remove you from Paradise so you would suffer”” (Taha:117). In Paradise, "Indeed,
it is (promised) for you not to be hungry therein or be unclothed. And indeed, you
will not be thirsty therein or be hot from the sun." (Taha:118-119) which is why
Iblees is attempting to remove Adam of Paradise and cause him to slip out of it.
“Then Satan whispered to him; he said, "O Adam, shall I direct you to the tree of
eternity and possession that will not deteriorate?" And they (i.e., Adam and his
wife) ate of it, and their private parts became apparent to them” (Taha:120-121)
Satan did indeed cause them to be removed from heaven through sinning. When
Adam sinned, Allah banished him out of Paradise to the earth. On earth, he is
forced to work in order to eat from his own hands, consequently, he suffers and
Is tired because he has to pay and earn to live. All sorts of evil inhabit the earth,
so he has to protect himself from animals, monsters, pests, and diseases. He is
required to work to find nourishment and food and to bring what is good and push
away what is evil. All of this and more was secured and guaranteed for him in

Paradise, however, on earth, it is not.

“But Satan caused them to slip out of it” in other verses, Allah has
mentioned how Satan has caused Adam to slip out of Paradise. Satan fooled them

arrogantly, as he made eating from the prohibited tree sound like a great idea. He



deceived him into thinking that the prohibited tree is the tree of eternity and by
eating from it, Adam would gain possession that will not deteriorate “he said, "O
Adam, shall | direct you to the tree of eternity and possession that will not
deteriorate?" (Taha:120). In another verse, He said: “And he swore (by Allah) to
them, "Indeed, | am to you from among the sincere advisors." (Al-A'raf:21). He
also said: “He said, "Your Lord did not forbid you this tree except that you
become angels or become of the immortal." (Al-A'raf:20). “So he made them fall,
through deception” (Al-A'raf:22) he caused them to be shaken from their firmness
and righteousness into sinning. Allah says, “And he swore (by Allah) to them,
"Indeed, | am to you from among the sincere advisors™ Satan swore to them by
Allah that he is a sincere advisor. “So he made them fall, through deception. And
when they tasted of the tree, their private parts became apparent to them, and they
began to fasten together over themselves from the leaves of Paradise. And their
Lord called to them” (Al-A'raf:22).

29 ¢

Allah says, “But Satan caused them to slip out of it”, ‘it refers to Paradise,
“and removed them from that (condition) in which they had been” so Satan
caused them to be removed from the lasting bliss, comfort, and tranquility. He
caused them to be removed from a life where all of their needs were met, secured
and guaranteed, the life in Paradise. “And We said” Allah said using the pronoun
We, glorifying Himself. "Go down” from the heavens to the earth. “As enemies
to one another” where Iblees and his offspring will remain forever enemies to
Adam and his offspring, and Iblees will do everything in his power to lead and
allure the offspring of Adam astray. Similarly, the believers will be enemies to
Satan and his offspring, and they will curse them in the name of Allah. “As
enemies to one another, and you will have upon the earth a place of settlement
and provision for a time" so mankind and Satan and his offspring will settle on
earth as enemies and will remain so until they have their very last breath. Allah

will determine how each one of them will live until they die, then they will be



judged, and finally they will all return to their original home. The people of
Jannah will enter Jannah whether they were humans or Jinn, and the people of
Hellfire will enter Hellfire whether they were humans or Jinn. Allah says, “So
they will be overturned into it (i.e., Hellfire), they and the deviators. And the
soldiers of Iblees, all together” (Ash-Shu'ara:94-95).

That is until Allah # puts an end to the existence of this earth, “(All) praise
Is (due) to Allah, who created the heavens and the earth and made the darkness
and the light. Then those who disbelieve equate (others) with their Lord. It is He
who created you from clay and then decreed a term and a specified time (known)

to Him; then (still) you are in dispute” (Al-An‘am:1-2).

The earth will be a place of settlement and provision to everyone until the
Day of Resurrection, where Allah will put an end to it, “and you will have upon

the earth a place of settlement and provision for a time".

Allah says, “Then Adam received from his Lord (some) words, and He
accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is He who is the Accepting of Repentance, the
Merciful” (Al-Bagarah:37). When Adam sinned, Allah made it easy for him and
assisted him into repenting through the words that Adam received from His Lord.
These words became an apology, a form of repentance, and a means of returning
back to Allah. Allah mentioned in Surah Al-A'raf the way they repented, “They
said, "Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and
have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers" (Al-A'raf:23). “And
their Lord called to them” (Al-A'raf:22) as in Allah called Adam and Hawwa
(Eve). "Did I not forbid you from that tree and tell you that Satan is to you a clear
enemy? They said, "Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not
forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers" (Al-

A'raf:22-23). So, these words are words of apology and a way of seeking



forgiveness from Allah. Adam and Hawwa were inspired to repent by Allah,

which is indeed an extremely generous and a huge bestowment from Him.

Hence, Adam and Hawwa sought Allah and repented, "Our Lord, we have
wronged ourselves” as they have wronged themselves by disobeying Him and not
complying with His order, “and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon
us” and if you don’t forgive us and have mercy upon us for this sin that we
committed, “we will surely be among the losers™. The huge loss is exemplified in
the following verse, “We said, "Go down from it” (Al-Bagarah:38). “Then Adam
received from his Lord (some) words” (Al-Bagarah:37), Adam received the
words of repentance, and Allah accepted his repentance and forgave him as Allah
Is the Oft-Returning (The Acceptor of Repentance) and He is the Most Merciful.
Allah forgave Adam when he returned back to Him. Yet, Adam’s sin was
different from the sin of Iblees, as Iblees was stubborn and arrogant, “(Allah)
said, "What prevented you from prostrating when | commanded you?" (Satan)
said, "I am better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay
(i.e., earth)" (Al-A'raf:12). So, Iblees was not inspired to repent and return back
to Allah, rather, he remained stubborn and arrogant, thus, he lost everything by

disobeying Allah. Consequently, he was cast away from Allah’s mercy.

Allah says in the Holy Qur’an, “(Allah) said, "Descend from it (i.e.,
Paradise), for it is not for you to be arrogant therein. So get out; indeed, you are
of the debased" (Al-A'raf:13). He also says, “(Allah) said, "Then depart from it,
for indeed, you are expelled. And indeed, upon you is the curse until the Day of
Recompense" (Al-Hijr:34-35). Iblees sinned before Adam, he was also persistent
on sinning, thus Allah deprived him of ever returning or repenting and he shall
remain in this state of delict and sin till the end of time. “(Allah) said, "Then
depart from it, for indeed, you are expelled. And indeed, upon you is the curse
until the Day of Recompense" (Al-Hijr:34-35).



On the other hand, when Adam sinned, he returned back to Allah, admitted
his sin, and was remorseful. He says, “They said, "Our Lord, we have wronged
ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely
be among the losers” (Al-A'raf:23). Therefore, Allah forgave him, “and He
accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is He who is the Accepting of Repentance”
(Al-Bagarah:37). “Al-Tawaab” is a hyperbolic form of the word “Al-Ta’ib”,
which is an adjective that describes the slave as well as the Lord. “Abd Al-
Tawaab” i.e., “the slave of the Acceptor of Repentance”, so, we can say “Abd Al-
Tawaab” repents and returns back to Allah frequently. Allah is “Al-Tawaab” Who
accepts the repentance of His slave, and He even loves when His slave returns
back to Him and repents. “The Accepting of Repentance, the Merciful” so if the
slave sinned, and he asked for forgiveness and was remorseful, Allah would

forgive and show him mercy.

,says ¥ Then, Allah“We said, "Go down from it, all of you. And when
guidance comes to you from Me, whoever follows My guidance - there will be

no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve” (Al-Bagarah:38).

“We said” is a saying from Allah, and the repercussion of this saying is,
"Go down from it, all of you”, this is evidence that Paradise is high up in the
heavens, since going down is the action of descending from a higher place to a
lower one. Allah is ordering all of them, i.e., Adam, his wife, and Iblees to
descend from heaven. “And when guidance comes to you from Me, whoever
follows My guidance - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve” (Al-Bagarah:38) here Allah makes it clear that they will be receiving
guidance from Him, and guidance is the message that will entail a description of
the straight path, Who Allah is, His attributes, and His right on His slaves. It will

also include His divine law and what He has ordained i.e., His Sharia.



This is the guidance of Allah, “And when guidance comes to you from
Me”, and when you receive My guidance, “whoever follows My guidance - there
will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve”. “Whoever follows My
guidance” ‘mann’ which means whoever is a general participle that includes
everyone that would follow Allah’s guidance. “Taba’hum" means whoever
follows this guidance and abides by it. This also signifies that it is certainly easy
to follow Allah’s guidance. Allah says, “Follow, (O mankind), what has been
revealed to you from your Lord” (Al-A'raf:3) follow what has been revealed to
you, walk in it, and go forth with it as you were ordered to by your Lord. “There
will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve" fear is predicting an evil
that will take place in the future. So, the human fears it and feels constricted by
it, while grief is the feeling of sadness and pain because of a past occurrence.
Thus, Allah will protect His slaves who follow His guidance from whatever they
fear in the future and from grief. So, they shall feel no fear for their future nor
grieve from their past. “There will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve" it is a complete reassurance from Allah to them and to whoever follows

His guidance.

Concerning those who disbelieve and deny Allah’s signs, Allah
says, “And those who disbelieve and deny Our signs - those will be companions

of the Fire; they will abide therein eternally” (Al-Bagarah:39).

We have come to know about “Al-Kufr” 1.e., disbelief, which means to
cover and to conceal something. While its terminological or its conventional
meaning according to Allah’s and Prophet Muhammad’s speech —peace and
blessing be upon him-, is denying the truth after it was made apparent. Thus, Al-
Kufr or disbelief is denying the truth, concealing the evidence of monotheism and
truth, and denying the signs of Allah. The signs of Allah are indeed true but those
who disbelieve deny that clear truth. “And deny Our signs™ Our signs, is referring

to the signs of Allah #, and it refers to the told signs that were delivered by His



Messenger, and it also refers to the signs which are apparent and obvious to the
eye, as all of Allah’s creation is a sign in itself. “Deny Our signs” refers to the
told signs. “Those” is a reference to the disbelievers, and they are referred to as

‘those’ to demean them. “Those will be companions of the Fire”.

The fire is the fire of the hereafter, and they are called its companions, as
they are permanently rooted in it, as companions are associated together and
remain by each other. Thus, “those will be companions of the Fire”” means that
they will be rooted in it, are associated with it, and they will exist in it
everlastingly. Allah tells us that the people of Hellfire who disbelieved and denied
His signs will be the companions of this hellfire, as they will stay and exist in it
indefinitely. He says, "As for those who were (destined to be) wretched, they will
be in the Fire. For them therein is (violent) exhaling and inhaling. (They will be)
abiding therein as long as the heavens and the earth endure, except what your
Lord should will. Indeed, your Lord is an effecter of what He intends.” (Hud:106-
107). So, they will abide by Hellfire as long as the heavens and the earth endure
except for what Allah should will. The exception portrays that all things are under
Allah’s will, and this shows that it is Allah’s will that they shall remain in Hellfire
eternally, and never will they exit it. Allah says, “nor from it will they (ever) be
removed” (Al-Hijr:48), they will never be removed from Hellfire. Hellfire shall
never perish nor disintegrate, as Allah says, "every time it subsides, We increase
(for) them blazing fire" (Al-1sra:97).

"Every time it subsides” every time Hellfire is subdued, “\We increase (for)
them blazing fire" the blazing would increase, blaze after the other, we seek
refuge from Allah from it. “Those will be companions of the Fire”, those who
will remain in it are its “ashaab” companions. “Ashaab” could also mean owners.
We can say, I own this car, or I own this house. So “Ashaab al-Naar” is as if they
now became owners of Hellfire, or they have inherited it. Thus, the people of

Hellfire could never escape it. “They will abide therein eternally” “they” or the



pronoun “humm” is to show that the nominal sentence is continuing in its action.
So, they are the ones who will abide in Hellfire eternally, and they aren’t just
visitors who can come and leave, for if they enter it, it will close on them and will
never be opened again. As Allah says, “Over them will be fire closed in” (Al-
Balad:20) they will be trapped in there for eternity. “In extended columns” (Al-
Humazah:9) they will be locked in, for long years that will never come to an end
“in which they will remain for ages (unending) They will not taste therein (any)
coolness or drink.” (An-Naba:23-24) they will remain in Hellfire and will not

taste any coolness nor drink.

This was the story of the beginning of creation, where Allah told us the
beginning of the creation, which began by Allah’s desire in creating Adam.
Further, when He informed the angels about it, they said, “Will You place upon
it one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood”. Allah informs them that
He knows what they don’t. Soon after, Allah ordered the angels to prostrate to
this human, so all of them fell into prostration except for Iblees, as he was envious
of Adam, and he mistakenly thought that he was better than Adam. Thus, Iblees
was expelled from Allah’s mercy and was banished from Paradise. Ever since
then, Iblees became determined to deceive mankind and do his utmost power to

cause the offspring of Adam to enter Hellfire.

“(Iblees) said, "Do You see this one whom You have honored above me?
If You delay me (i.e., my death) until the Day of Resurrection, | will surely
destroy® his descendants, except for a few." (Allah) said, "Go, for whoever of
them follows you, indeed Hell will be the recompense of (all of) you - an ample
recompense. And incite (to senselessness) whoever you can among them with
your voice and assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a
partner in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does not

promise them except delusion” (Al-1sra:62-64).



In Paradise, Allah warned Adam of Satan, however, Adam for a moment
failed to remember Allah’s order and believed the lying Iblees who swore to him
that he was a sincere advisor, “And he swore (by Allah) to them, "Indeed, I am to
you from among the sincere advisors” (Al-A'raf:21). Adam could not fathom nor
comprehend that there is a creature who could swear falsely by Allah. “So he
made them fall, through deception. And when they tasted of the tree, their private
parts became apparent to them, and they began to fasten together over themselves
from the leaves of Paradise. And their Lord called to them, "Did | not forbid you
from that tree and tell you that Satan is to you a clear enemy?" They said, "Our
Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy
upon us, we will surely be among the losers” (Al-A'raf:22-23). Afterwards, Allah
informed them that they will descend to earth, and they shall receive guidance
from Him, then they will be divided into two groups: those who shall follow His
guidance, “there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve” (Al-
Bagarah:38). This group is secured completely from any type of fear and grieve
whether it’s from the past or the future. The second group is of those who will
deny the signs of Allah, and they will be of the companions of hellfire who will

abide in it eternally.

This chapter of this great surah, surah Al-Bagarah, has come to an end. A
new chapter will begin, where Allah # will call for and invite in His Holy Qur’an,
as well as through the last Messenger who was sent to Bani Israel (the Children

of Israel).

Allah says, “O Children of Israel, remember My favor which I have
bestowed upon you and fulfill My covenant (upon you) that | will fulfill your
covenant (from Me), and be afraid of (only) Me.” (Al-Bagarah:40). This is the
fortieth verse in surah Al-Bagarah, and the speech directed to the Children of
Israel continues till the hundred and forty-first verse of this surah; hence, that

more than one-third of the surah is directed at them.



At the beginning of the surah, it was stated that this long speech from Allah
Is directed to the children of Israel, so they would believe in this prophet for
various reasons. The first reason is that they were the ones who were allegedly
supposed to inherit this religion, as all of the previous prophets since Isaac (Ishaq)
and Israel, who is Jacob (Yaqub) came to the Children of Israel. The Children of
Israel belonged to Jacob, as he is their father and grandfather. All of the previous
prophets were from the Children of Israel. And the last prophet from them was
prophet Jesus (Isa), as he was the last prophet from the Children of Israel who

inherited the religion.

The religion then shifted from the branch of Isaac to another branch.
Prophet Muhammad is from the offspring of Ishmael (Ismail), and this shift in
the lineage of prophethood leads to a shift to another divine law and another sharia
than the sharia that was revealed to Moses (Musa). All the prophets that came
after prophet Moses until prophet Jesus had the same divine law and the same

sharia.

A new prophet came with a new divine law and a new sharia. He had to
talk to those people who were used to inheriting the prophethood and calling them
to enter this new religion. The will of Allah was to shift this religion to a new
lineage from the lineage of the people of the earth, then to preach a new religion.
However, this new religion is not independent and vastly different from the
previous religion, as they both have the same origin. Nonetheless, it is a new
divine law, and a new messenger sent from Allah # to all creation. Thus, the old
lineage would be the biggest enemy that will stand in the way of this religion, as
they believe that this prophet robbed them of their possession, chiefdom, and
sovereignty, and took away the greatest order, which is the order of prophethood
and message, from them and to the Arabs, to whom prophet Muhammad
belonged. They were the greatest enemy to this religion, hence why Allah directed

the speech to them, “O Children of Israel”. We will follow the context of the



verses to see how Allah spoke to them, how He called them to this religion, and
how He made the argument against them, while showing them that this was the
path that Moses and the rest of the prophets walked in and took. He will remind
them that they were informed previously that the last and final messenger would
be from the Arabs and how they should believe in him and follow him when he

appears.
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says in the Holy Qur’an, “O Children of Israel, remember My % Allah
favor which I have bestowed upon you and fulfill My covenant (upon you) that
I will fulfill your covenant (from Me), and be afraid of (only) Me. And believe
in what I have sent down confirming that which is (already) with you, and be not
.the first to disbelieve in itAnd do not exchange My signs for a small price, and
be mindful of Me alone. And do not mix the truth with falsehood or conceal the
truth while you know (it). And establish prayer and give zakah and bow with those
who bow (in worship and obedience)” (Al-Bagarah: 40-43).

Allah calls the Children of Israel and invites them to comply and to accept
this religion. We have previously mentioned that in the context of Surah Al-
Bagarah, Allah calls the general masses to accept Islam at the beginning of the
surah, “O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you,
that you may become righteous™ (Al-Bagarah: 21). He then specifies the speech
to the Children of Israel in particular, “O Children of Israel, remember My favor
which | have bestowed upon you and fulfill My covenant (upon you) that I will
fulfill your covenant (from Me), and be afraid of (only) Me” (Al-Bagarah: 40).



The Children of Israel are the offspring of Yaqub (Jacob); thus, Israel is
Yaqub #. He is the grandchild of prophet Ibrahim % the father of all prophets.
So, Yaqub is the son of Ishaaq (Isaac), the son of Ibrahim. Their history and origin
began with the immigration of Ibrahim to Bilad Al-Sham (the Levant), “And
(then) he said, "Indeed, | will go to (where | am ordered by) my Lord; He will
guide me” (As-Saffat: 99). Allah narrates the story of Ibrahim with his people,
how they attempted to burn him with fire, and how Allah saved them as a result
of his preaching. Further, only one man; Prophet Lut (Lot) %, believed in him
"And Lot believed him. (Abraham) said, "Indeed, | will emigrate to (the service
of) my Lord. Indeed, He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise" (Al-'Ankabut: 26). He
lived in the Levant and stayed in Egypt for some time as well, then headed back
to the Levant with Hagar the Egyptian. Hagar was a slave girl, and her mistress
was Sarah, the wife of Ibrahim. Sarah gifted Ibrahim Hagar so she would get his
children. Ibrahim’s marriage with Hagar resulted in the prophet Ismail (Ishmael).
Allah then orders Ismail and his mother Hagar to stay in the mountains of Paran,
in Mecca, and so they did, "Our Lord, | have settled some of my descendants in
an uncultivated valley near Your sacred House, our Lord, that they may establish
prayer. So make hearts among the people incline toward them and provide for

them from the fruits that they might be grateful” (Ibrahim:37).

Although Ibrahim was old, when he returned to the Levant, Allah gave him
the good tidings that his first wife Sarah is having a child. He gave him the good
tidings that he will have a son named Ishaaq and after Ishaag they will have
Yacub, "Then We gave her good tidings of Isaac and after Isaac, Jacob" (Hud:
71). Yacub is Israel. He had twelve sons, and Yusuf (Joseph) was one of them.
The story of Yusuf is one of the stories that has its own chapter that tells his story
in the Holy Qur’an. The story included Yacub and his sons moving to live in
Egypt, where they lived for almost five hundred years. Allah gave them a way

out of the humiliation and oppression they experienced in the last period by



sending one of the determined messengers, prophet Musa (Moses) %, whom

Allah has sent the Torah and His divine law to.

They then headed to the land of Sinai, arriving in the Holy Land of
Palestine. The Children of Israel disobeyed Musa and rebelled against him as they
refused to fight and stand with prophet Musa. Their disobedience led him to pray
against them and Allah fulfilled his prayer. Allah made the Holy Land forbidden
to them, and their punishment was that they shall wander in the land for forty
years. However, prophet Musa # died during this period of wandering. Musa says
apologetically to Allah, “(Moses) said, "My Lord, indeed I do not possess (i.e.,
control) except myself and my brother, so part us! from the defiantly disobedient
people” (Al-Ma'idah: 25).

The Children of Israel are the descendants of lIsrael with the twelve
descendant tribes of the children of Yacub . Allah granted them great favors, as
He made them the best nation of their time, ““...and that I preferred you over the
worlds (i.e., peoples)” (Al-Bagarah: 47). After prophet Ibrahim, the majority of
the prophets were from the Children of Israel, until the prophethood was
transferred to the last of their prophets which is prophet Isa (Jesus) £, as he is a
prophet from the progeny of Dawud (David) and David is from the progeny of

Israel.

The prophethood was then transferred to the second branch, to Ismail and
then to Muhammad #. The Jews were more entitled and more deserving to
believe in Prophet Muhammad % for various reasons. They were the inheritors of
the prophets, they were also the recipients of the Torah, and they had consecutive
prophets; one prophet was followed by another. They were also aware of the last
and final prophet, not only that, but they were anticipating him and awaiting him,
so he would take them out of their state of humiliation, division, and deviation.

Allah gave them good tidings for that, and He took a covenant from Musa % that



He shall send the final messenger. This final messenger would be the savior,
rescuer, and salvager to the Children of Israel, and the rest of the world, as he

would save them from disbelief, polytheism, and deviation.

The Children of Israel were supposed to be the first believers of
Muhammad % as they were anticipating him, and they knew his description as he
was described in their scriptures. They knew his description and his qualities
more than they knew their children, “those to whom We gave the Scripture know
him (i.e., Prophet Muhammad) as they know their own sons” (Al-Bagarah: 146).
The Children of Israel are generally stiff-necked people, always opposing their
prophets. They murdered many of their prophets, and the last prophet they
attempted to murder was Isa, the son of Maryam (Mary) . They set up a greatly
laid out plan to murder him, Allah says, “and they (i.e., the disbelievers) planned,
but Allah planned. And Allah is the best of planners. (Mention) when Allah said,
"O Jesus, indeed | will take you and raise you to Myself and purify (i.e., free) you
from those who disbelieve and make those who follow you (in submission to
Allah alone) superior to those who disbelieve until the Day of Resurrection. Then
to Me is your return, and | will judge between you concerning that in which you
used to differ.” (Ali-'Imran: 54-55). So, naturally they stood against the call of

Prophet Muhammad #, disbelieved, and were stubborn.

In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah calls them to believe in Him in around one
hundred verses. He calls them to believe in Him, reminding them of the blessings
and favors which He granted to their fathers, and reminding them of the promise
and covenant they took. He urges them to believe in prophet Muhammad %,
warns them from disbelief, and reminds them that He is ever watchful and
observant of them. He prompts them to remember their predecessors and how the
more they disbelieved the more they were punished, and the more they were
greatly reminded of their disgraceful acts and scandals, even when they feared for

them to be spread and known. Allah made an argument against them in every



possible way, while displaying gentility in His calling and invitation to them to

believe in Him.

Allah # begins this long chapter of surah Al-Bagarah with the Children of
Israel. “O Children of Israel” this call is a call of endearment, inspiring affection
and excitement, as they are the children of the nobles. He is saying, O you, the
children of Yacub, as we have already mentioned that Israel is another name for
Yacub. It is as if He is saying, O you children of the noble and honorable man,

do such and such.

“O Children of Israel remember My favor which I have bestowed upon you
and fulfill My covenant (upon you) that I will fulfill your covenant (from Me),
and be afraid of (only) Me” (Al-Baqgarah: 40). Remember... remembering is
recalling the matter which is meant to be discussed while looking into it and
glorifying it. “Remember My favor” my favor is in the singular form and it is a
genitive of Allah the Mighty, thus, it is the favors of Allah. So, the favors they
received from Allah are indeed great. We have previously mentioned some of
Allah’s favors on them, as they were the people whom prophethood and the
message were from, they were also favored over all of the other creatures. They
were even met with leniency during their years of wandering, and Allah saved
them from Pharaoh. The next verses would represent some of the favors of Allah
upon them, “And (recall) when We saved you (i.e., your forefathers) from the
people of Pharaoh, who afflicted you with the worst torment, slaughtering your
(newborn) sons and keeping your females alive. And in that was a great trial from
your Lord” (Al-Bagarah: 49).

“Remember My favor” remember the favors that | have blessed you with,
and favor is every good there is. Hence, Allah did well to them by favoring them.
“And fulfill My covenant (upon you)” “Al-wafaa” or fulfillment is to completely
fulfill something and to accomplish it. While “Al-'Ahd” or the covenant is the



assured promise which is a clause and a condition in its own right. Therefore,
fulfill My covenant upon you just like | have fulfilled my covenant to you. Allah
clarified the type of covenant and oath He took on them, “And Allah had already
taken a covenant from the Children of Israel, and We delegated from among them
twelve leaders. And Allah said, "I am with you. If you establish prayer and give
zakah and believe in My messengers and support them and loan Allah a goodly
loan,! I will surely remove from you your misdeeds and admit you to gardens
beneath which rivers flow. But whoever of you disbelieves after that has certainly

strayed from the soundness of the way" (Al-Ma'ida: 12).

This is a declaration of the covenant Allah took from the Children of Israel,
which is to believe in Him and His Messengers. “And believe in My messengers
and support them and loan Allah a goodly loan, I will surely remove from you
your misdeeds” this is the reward of Allah and this is what He has promised to
them in return for them taking the covenant. “I will surely remove from you your
misdeeds and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow. But whoever of
you disbelieves after that” so, whoever breaks the covenant, turns his back to it,

and rejects it, “has certainly strayed from the soundness of the way”.

Allah # then says, “So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed them
and made their hearts hardened. They distort words from their (proper) places
(i.e., usages) and have forgotten a portion of that of which they were reminded.!
And you will still observe deceit among them, except a few of them. But pardon
them and overlook (their misdeeds). Indeed, Allah loves the doers of good” (Al-
Ma'idah: 13). Allah tells in Surah Al-Ma'idah that they broke their covenant, and
here Allah is calling them to keep their covenant. To keep their covenant, they
will have to believe in the last and final Prophet and Messenger, Muhammad .
They took the covenant to believe in Prophet Muhammad since the time of
Prophet Musa . Allah says, “And Moses chose from his people seventy men for
Our appointment. And when the earthquake seized them, he said, "My Lord, if



You had willed, You could have destroyed them before and me (as well). Would
You destroy us for what the foolish among us have done? This is not but Your
trial by which You send astray whom You will and guide whom You will. You
are our Protector, so forgive us and have mercy upon us, and You are the best of
forgivers. And decree for us in this world (that which is) good and (also) in the
Hereafter; indeed, we have turned back to You...” (Al-A'raf 7:155-156).

What was Allah's response to them then? He says, “(Allah) said, "My
punishment - | afflict with it whom I will, but My mercy encompasses all things”.
So, I will decree it (especially) for those who fear Me and give zakah and those
who believe in Our verses- Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered
prophet, whom they find written (i.e., described) in what they have of the Torah
and the Gospel, who enjoins upon them what is right and prohibits them from
what is wrong and makes lawful for them what is good and forbids them from
what is evil and relieves them of their burden® and the shackles which were upon
them.?2 So they who have believed in him, honored him, supported him and
followed the light which was sent down with him - it is those who will be the
successful” (Al-A'raf: 156-157).

This is the promise and oath of Allah that He made to Musa, which entails
that He shall send the prophet with specific qualities, and the ones who believe
and follow this prophet will be successful. Repeatedly, Allah reminds the
Children of Israel of the covenant He took upon them, “O Children of Israel,
remember My favor which | have bestowed upon you and fulfill My covenant
(upon you) that | will fulfill your covenant (from Me), and be afraid of (only)
Me.” (Al-Baqarah: 40). At the end of the verse, Allah frightens them, “and be
afraid of (only) Me” so only fear Me and don’t fear anyone but Me. Be afraid of
Me alone, so the fear is restricted to fearing Allah alone. Allah alone is worthy of



being feared, as the sins are accounted for and He punishes for them. He orders
so He would be obeyed, and if He was disobeyed, He would punish, and His
punishment and penalty are severe. None punishes as He punishes, and none

binds his enemies as He does.

Allah’s punishment and penalty are unlike any other, “So on that Day, none
will punish (as severely) as His punishment, And none will bind (as severely) as
His binding (of the evildoers)®. (Al-Fajr: 25-26). “And be afraid of (only) Me” so
fear Me alone and fear the punishment that will take place if you break your
covenant and disobey My order. “And believe in what | have sent down
confirming that which is (already) with you™ (Al-Bagarah: 41), this is the order
of Allah to them, believe! O Children of Israel “in what I have sent down”.
“Confirming that which is (already) with you” which is the Qur’an that was sent
to Muhammad #. “Confirming that which is (already) with you™ the Qur’an
confirms that what the Torah included before it was distorted is indeed truthful.
Thus, the Qur’an was sent to clarify and make apparent which facts in the Torah
are true. It would then accordingly confirm the similarities between the Torah and
the Qur’an. So, when the Children of Israel see the similarities they will believe
and confirm, as the Torah, as well as the Qur’an, call them to believe in Allah and
His Messengers. “Confirming that which is (already) with you™ confirming that
which is already with you from the scriptures which Allah sent down and revealed
to you¢ the Torah which was revealed to Musa, the Zaboor (the Psalms) that was
revealed to Dawud (David) who is a prophet of the prophets of the Children of
Israel, as well as the Bible which was revealed to Isa and he is also one of the

Children of Israel's prophets.

“And be not the first to disbelieve in it” this is a warning from Allah to the
Jews, warning them against being the first to disbelieve in it, the Qur’an, as they
are supposed to be the first to believe in it. Thus, if they disbelieve in it, it will

seem as if they were the first to disbelieve in it, whereas they were supposed to



be the first to believe in it. “And be not the first to disbelieve in it. And do not
exchange My signs for a small price’” exchanging is when you receive something
in return for something else. They exchanged the signs of Allah, as the letter “Al-
baa” in “b-ayaat” indicates that it was the signs of Allah that were left behind.
While the small price is what they have charged as an exchange for the signs of
Allah. Even if they would have received the entire universe in exchange for the
signs of Allah, it would still be a small and cheap price. Therefore, if a slave was
given the entire universe in exchange for leaving the religion it would also be a
small price, as the worldly life is only more enjoyment when it is compared to the
hereafter, “And what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion” (Ali-
'Imran: 185). Its enjoyment is little, and no matter how much you enjoy it, it will
still be filled with embitterment and spoilers. Not only that but no matter how you
enjoy it, it will ultimately come to an end and you will be forced to leave it and
part away from it. This worldly life when compared to the hereafter is little and

its enjoyment cannot be compared to the reward of the hereafter.

Allah # tells that if they choose worldly life over the hereafter, they would
have exchanged this great religion, the massive paradise, for the cheapest and
smallest prices. “And do not exchange My signs for a small price” the signs of
Allah are revealed to His prophet #. He called them “ayaati” i.e., “My signs” as
it is the revealed speech of Allah, and they are clear proof that they are from
Allah. The signs of Allah which He orders you to obey, refrain from, so you
would be qualified and worthy to take the greatest merit and the biggest reward,
so how despicable and disgraceful of you to leave such a great reward for
something so cheap? “And do not exchange My signs for a small price”. Then

“and be mindful of Me alone”.

This verse is concluded in the same manner as the previous one, which is
urging the Children of Israel to fear Allah. “And be mindful of Me alone”, “Al-
Taqwa” is fearing Allah and being mindful of Him. This fear would distance the



slave from Allah’s punishment as it would protect Him from it. “And be mindful
of Me alone” fear me, safeguard yourself from My punishment. “And do not mix
the truth with falsehood or conceal the truth while you know (it)” (Al-Bagarah:
42), so they mixed the truth with falsehood and concealed the truth. “Talbiso” is
from “Al-libaas”, which is to wear. Thus, they dressed up the falsehood to make
it appear as if it is the truth, and they mixed them up. The Jews mastered the art
of mixing the truth with falsehood, to mingle it and mix it even more. As they
believed in parts of the scripture and disbelieved in others. The Jews believe in
the prophethood of Muhammad %, yet, they claim that he is not their prophet, as
they say, he was sent to the Arabs alone, and the illiterates, which indicates how
they mix the truth with the falsehood. They bear witness that he is indeed a
prophet, then they bear witness that he was not sent to them nor is he their
messenger. However, if they sincerely believed that he is a prophet, then they

must have believed that he is truthful as well.

Prophet Muhammad £ was told that he was sent to all creatures i.e.,
mankind, jinn and all that exists. The verses also reflect that he is indeed a
messenger to all that exists and not only to the Arabs but to everyone, including
the Children of Israel. This is how they mixed the truth with the falsehood. This
is how they believed in parts of their scriptures and disbelieved in other parts.
Similarly, they believed in the prophethood of Muhammad % but they believed

that he was sent to the illiterates only.

“And do not mix the truth with falsehood or conceal the truth while you
know (it)” (Al-Bagarah: 42) concealing the truth is covering and hiding it. They
have concealed various truths, and the greatest truth which they have concealed
is the qualities of our prophet Muhammad . His qualities and attributes are
mentioned in their Torah, yet they concealed them and denied that it was
his. They denied that it was him whom they were informed of and were ordered
to believe in, as they think that this prophet is yet to come, and prophet



Muhammad isn’t him. Here, they have concealed the truth, and the truest truth
which they have concealed is the truth of the attributes of Prophet Muhammad
“...or conceal the truth while you know (it)”. The truth is that the Children of
Israel committed such a thing while knowing that they were indeed concealing
the truth.

“And establish prayer and give zakah and bow with those who bow (in
worship and obedience)” (Al-Bagarah:143), this is an instruction and a
declaration from Allah which has a good significance. “And establish prayer”
establishing praying means performing prayer in the best manner possible so that
it would be established firmly without any form of distortion, crookedness, or
deviousness. Prayer is the most honorable of the acts of worship. Prayer is light,
and if the slave establishes it, Allah would fill his heart and insight with light.

Prayer also prohibits immorality and wrongdoing.

“And establish prayer and give zakah” “Atu al Zakah” means give zakah.
Al-Zakah is to give out a sum of money for the sake of Allah. Zakah means to
purify or to cleanse, and it purifies and cleanses the soul of the one who gives it
out. The Arabs say “Zaka al zar’a” meaning the crops grew. They also say “ra’iha
zakiya” meaning a beautiful smell. So, this form of alms or charity of a certain
amount of money to specified forms that Allah has ordered for is called zakah.
By giving out the zakah which is the right of Allah, the money would be purified,
cleansed, and halal (lawful and permitted). However, if Allah’s right in the money
wasn’t given out, the money would be impure; it would be as if the owner of the
money unlawfully seized the amount of Zakah that was supposed to be given out,
and it would be as if he took Allah’s right in the money. Thus, it dirties all of the
money. On the other hand, giving out the amount of money that Allah has ordered
for it to be given out as alms and charity, increases the money and purifies it. It
also increases and purifies the states of the owner of the money, as he complied

with Allah’s order, in showing kindness to the poor and the needy. It is also called



Zakah as it would teach the one who is giving out the money to refrain from
greediness, selfishness, and miserliness. Hence, its name zakah, preaching its

great purposes and goals for such charity.

“And bow with those who bow (in worship and obedience)” bowing is a
description, an image, and an action of the actions of prayer. The prayer that we
were obliged to establish includes standing, bowing, and prostrating, they are all
images from prayer. They are an act of worship to Allah “and bow with those
who bow (in worship and obedience)”. “And bow with those who bow (in
worship and obedience)”” Allah is ordering them to be among the majority of those
who pray from the believers. This suggests that the Children of Israel thought
they were the ones who are more worthy of the religion, and this religion cannot
be transferred to anyone other than them. In exaggeration, they believed that only
the Children of Israel were worthy of guidance, accordingly, others do not deserve
to be guided. Not only that, but they thought that the rest of mankind was created
for them to make use of as they wished, as people who are not from the Children
of Israel are closer to animals and animalism than to humanism and humanity.
They thought a variety of false things, among which was that the religion was
only revealed to the Children of Israel. They also thought that they were the
Chosen people whom Allah solely chose to guide, while those who aren’t from

the Children of Israel aren’t to be guided.

Thus, Allah ordering them to “bow with those who bow (in worship and
obedience)” is Him telling them to be among the believers, as Allah’s favor and
mercy encompasses all creatures, and His call of guidance is to all creatures. “And
bow with those who bow (in worship and obedience)” the verse could be
generally understood as is an order for them to bow down in a prayer of the
congregation, but in this context, it urges them to be among the believers who

bow down to Allah and whom the honorable prophet was sent to, therefore, bow



down with them so you would receive the honor of this religion, the honor of

faith, and the honor of guidance.

Allah % says in the Holy Qur’an, “Do you order righteousness of the people
and forget yourselves while you recite the Scripture? Then will you not reason?
And seek help through patience and prayer; and indeed, it is difficult except for
the humbly submissive (to Allah), Who are certain that they will meet their Lord
and that they will return to Him. O Children of Israel, remember My favor that |
have bestowed upon you and that | preferred you over the worlds (i.e., peoples).
And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul at all, nor will
intercession be accepted from it, nor will compensation be taken from it, nor will
they be aided” (Al-Bagarah: 44-48).

In these verses, Allah is calling and urging the Children of Israel to believe
in Him and to go forth with the covenant they made with Allah so Allah would
go forth with the covenant He made with them. Allah condemns them saying,
“Do you order righteousness of the people and forget yourselves while you recite
the Scripture? Then will you not reason?” (Al-Baqarah: 44). “Ata’muroun” the
“hamza” is used for questioning, “Do you order righteousness of the people...?”
So, do you order other people while you forget about yourselves? It was said that
the reason for which this verse was revealed was that the Children of Israel used
to wonder and ask about the Prophet Muhammad. Then they claimed that he was
indeed a prophet, but only to the illiterates and not to them. They called people to
believe in their speech, calling them to believe in prophet Muhammad, calling
them to righteousness, while forgetting about themselves, despite they knew that
he was indeed a prophet to all of mankind. How could they call others to believe
in Prophet Muhammad confirming his prophethood, yet they reject to believe in
him themselves? “Do you order righteousness of the people and forget
yourselves?” This was the case with their distinguished personals, rabbis, and

dignitaries who were not among the guided, as they ordered people to believe



when they never did. Certainly, this was the worst of actions ever, as they averted
people from the way of Allah by ordering others to do good, while they averted

from it and rejected it.
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“Do you order righteousness”™ “al-birr” encompasses all good virtues, as
Allah says, “Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the
west, but(true) righteousness is(in) one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the
angels, the Book, and the prophets and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to
relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler, those who ask(for help), and for freeing
slaves;(and who) establishes prayer and gives zakah;(those who) fulfill their
promise when they promise; and(those who) are patient in poverty and hardship
and during battle. Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those who are
the righteous” (Al-Baqarah: 177). “Al-birr” is a comprehensive term that
encompasses all virtues, whether it is related to belief and the actions of the heart,
or whether it is related to the physical actions. All actions which Allah has called
for are encompassed under the meaning of “al-birr”. The doer of “al-birr” is
referred to as “al-baar”, and “Al-Barr” is a name of the names of Allah ¥%. Allah

is Al-Barr, the Generous and Most Courteous, and He is Al-Raheem, the Most

Merciful, as all of His actions and attributes are virtuous and good.

“Do you order righteousness of the people and forget yourselves” how
hypocritical of you to order others to righteousness while you reject it and avert
from it? “while you recite the Scripture?” it is a sentence set in the present tense,
indicating that they are reciting the Scripture of Allah, the Torah, which contains
the description of Prophet Muhammad confirming that he is sent to you, O
Children of Israel and to all mankind, and not only to the Arabs. “Then will you
not reason?” this is a question of condemnation, so will you not reason? A man
who has reason and sense would certainly believe that he is more deserving of
righteousness than others. If there were righteousness and goodness, the

reasonable person should go for them and seek them first. Then how unreasonable



and insensible of him to call others to this righteousness, while prohibiting
himself from it? “Then will you not reason?” they were unreasonable and
insensible, as they led others to righteousness and did not commit themselves to
it, nor did they believe in it, which is a clear indication of how unreasonable they

were.

“And seek help through patience and prayer; and indeed, it is difficult
except for the humbly submissive (to Allah)” (Al-Bagarah: 45) here, Allah calls
for them to how they will be guided through. The means which will make them
hold onto the religion and that will cause them to be among the virtuous. “And
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seek help” “al-isti’ana” is seeking help through patience and prayer. “Al-sabr” or
patience is to endure what is disliked to the soul without displeasure or pain. The
deen (religion) is built on patience. The first type of patience is patience in
worshipping Allah and adhering to His commands. Worshipping Allah and
committing to righteous actions requires patience and persistence. Establishing
prayer and being consistent with it requires patience. Fasting requires patience.
Performing hajj is a struggle that requires patience. Fighting for the sake of Allah
requires patience. Spending on Zakah for the sake of Allah requires patience.
Having the person perform an action that is disliked by him is a form of patience.
Thus, worshipping Allah and performing righteous actions requires patience. The
second type of patience is avoiding sins and disobedience. Avoiding sins and
holding back from the unpermitted and untamed desires certainly requires
patience. The third type of patience is patience with the decree of Allah and
calamities. Allah tests the slave with goodness and evil. He tests them with evil
to see their patience, their faith, and their piety. Patience has to be a trait of the
believer, as he could never remain firm upon his faith without patience. “And
seek help through patience” seek help through patience in worshipping Allah, in

believing in Him, in walking upon His path, and in refraining from sins.



“And prayer” patience is structurally followed by prayer. This could be a
form of conjunction that specifies after generalizing, as prayer is included in
seeking help through patience, as prayer cannot be regularly performed without
patience. It could also entail another meaning, which is that prayer is another form
from which help can be sought. It is a great form indeed, as our prophet
Muhammad rushed to prayer when he was bothered, troubled, or irked by
something. A prayer is a place of refuge, as you seek refuge in Allah, rely upon
Him, seek comfort and peace from Him, as well as pray to Him. Therefore, prayer

Is the greatest way to seek help.

“And seek help through patience and prayer” when Allah mentioned
prayer, He says, “and indeed, it is difficult except for the humbly submissive (to
Allah)”. “And indeed, it is”, “wa inaha” "it" referring to prayer is “difficult”
which means that establishing, seeking help, and refuge through prayer every
time is indeed difficult and intense. “Except for the humbly submissive(to
Allah)”, so it is difficult and intense except for those who are humbly submissive
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to Allah. Those who submit to Him, are those who experience “khushu’” and
“khushu’” is comfort and submission. It is said “Al-ard khashi’a” meaning the
land is servile, as it is barren and has no plants growing in it, “and you see the
earth barren, but when We send down upon it rain, it quivers and swells and
grows(something) of every beautiful kind” (Al-Hajj:5). Thus, “Al-khashi” is the
one who stands between the hands of Allah in submission, servility, and
calmness. Accordingly, it will be easy to stand in prayer for those who submit to
Allah. It will be a rest and bounty to them. It will be their comfort, happiness, and
safety. As prophet Muhammad said, “my comfort has been provided in prayer”,
the term “qurata ‘ayn” is the most beloved thing. He said, "Women and perfume
have been made dear to me, but my comfort has been provided in prayer." So,
the thing that prophet Muhammad loved the most is prayer. It was prayer that he

loved, desired, and was dear to him.



Therefore, prayer is rest and bounty to those who submit to Allah. “And
indeed, it is difficult except for the humbly submissive (to Allah)”, so it is not
difficult to them, instead, it is comforting their souls. Prayer is light, as prophet
Muhammad said, “and the salah (prayer) is a light”. Hence, if you seek help in
patience and prayer, Allah will light up your hearts, expand it with reassurance
so they would accept Islam, have faith in the Prophet Muhammad, and take the
path of Allah. In the hadith of Prophet Muhammad, he says, “and the salah
(prayer) is a light... and patience is illumination”. The prayer is light, and
patience is illumination, so Allah combines both lights of patience and prayer

altogether.

Patience and prayer are light to the believing slave, whom Allah will guide
to the ways of peace, “And indeed, it is difficult except for the humbly submissive
(to Allah)”. Then Allah describes the state of those who submit to Him humbly,
“who are certain that they will meet their Lord and that they will return to Him”.
They submit to Allah as they are certain that they, one day, will meet their Lord.
“Al-thann” in this context is a certainty, thus, they are certain and believe that
they will meet their Lord. They will meet Him on the Day of Resurrection, where
they will be questioned, and their doings will be weighed. Then they will either
be admitted to Paradise or Hellfire. So, those who believe and are certain that they
will indeed stand in front of Allah with no barrier, and will not be able to hide nor
conceal anything from Him. “So how (will it be) when We bring from every
nation a witness and We bring you, (O Muhammad), against these(people) as a
witness? That Day, those who disbelieved and disobeyed the Messenger will wish
they could be covered by the earth. And they will not conceal from Allah a(single)
statement” (An-Nisa:42). “And they will not conceal from Allah a(single)
statement”. NO one can conceal anything from Allah, as He is the All-Knowing
of that within the hearts. "The Day when secrets will be put on trial”(At-Tarig:9)

“tubla” means that all the secrets will be disclosed. “Al-sara’ir” is the plural of



“sarira”, which is what the man hides and keeps in secret. “Then he (i.e., man)
will have no power or any helper” (At-Tarig:10), the man will have no power to
divert the punishment away from himself, nor will he have any helper to save him
from the punishment of Allah. Accordingly, those who will be able to establish
prayer easily and will have no trouble with it, are those who submit humbly to
Allah, as they are certain that they will meet Him, and stand in front of Him with

no helper nor barrier.

Allah # says, “And warn by it(i.e., the Qur’an) those who fear that they
will be gathered before their Lord - for them besides Him will be no protector and
no intercessor - that they might become righteous” (Al-An'am:51). “And warn by
it” O Muhammad, warn by this Qur’an, “those who fear that they will be gathered
before their Lord - for them besides Him will be no protector and no intercessor”
these are the ones who will be affected by the warning, the ones who believe that
they will stand alone in front of Allah, and they will have no protector, mediator,
or helper. They believe that they will be gathered before their Lord and that they
will return to Him to be judged. These are the ones who live in submission,
servility, and calmness, as they are mindful of the Day which they will run in
terror seeking refuge from Allah. Allah says, “Is one who is devoutly obedient
during periods of the night, prostrating and standing (in prayer), fearing the
Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord, (like one who does not)? Say,
"Are those who know equal to those who do not know?" Only they will remember
(who are) people of understanding” (Az-Zumar:9). “And seek help through
patience and prayer; and indeed, it is difficult except for the humbly submissive
(to Allah), Who are certain that they will meet their Lord and that they will return
to Him” (Al-Bagarah:45-46).

Allah ¥ calls them repeatedly, “O Children of Israel”. “O Children of
I[srael” O sons of Yacub, “remember My favor that | have bestowed upon

you”. Once again, Allah is reminding them of His favors upon them. One of the



major blessings and favors of Allah upon them is, “and that | preferred you over
the worlds(i.e., peoples)”, meaning that Allah preferred them over all nations and
tribes. We have previously explained and elaborated this point, as Allah gave the
message and prophethood to the progeny of Ibrahim, then Ishaaq, then to Yacub.
So, all of the messages and prophethoods from the time of Israel till Issa were
limited to the Children of Israel alone, the offspring of Yacub. Therefore, Allah
favored them by making the prophethood and the message restricted to them, and
among them were great messengers, such as prophet Musa and Issa. Thus, they
were favored over all the peoples. The believers were favored over all the peoples
with this.

Undoubtedly, their nation is in no way better than the nation to which
Muhammad was sent. Allah has favored the Children of Israel over all mankind
during that time only. However, Allah has favored the nation of Muhammad over
all nations and all creatures. Allah says, “You are the best nation produced (as an
example) for mankind” (Ali-'Imran:110). “You™ referring to the believers, “are
the best nation produced (as an example) for mankind” the nation of Muhammad

is better than the Children of Israel for many reasons.

Initially, the messenger that was sent to this nation is the best messenger
among all the messengers, as Allah favored him over all other prophets and
messengers. He was the leader of the sons of Adam without boastfulness. He was
favored and given superiority over the other prophets in six aspects. Another
aspect is, if we were to compare the companions of Prophet Musa and the
companions of prophet Issa to the companions of Prophet Muhammad, it would
be clear that the companions of Prophet Muhammad are indeed better and
superior to the rest of the companions. The companions of Prophet Muhammad
responded to him during the hardest times and toughest situations. When they
were ordered to fight, they complied, while the companions of prophet Musa

refused and were too cowardly to fight when they received the divine ordinance



to fight their enemy, “they said, "O Moses, indeed within it is a people of
tyrannical strength, and indeed, we will never enter it until they leave it; but if
they leave it, then we will enter.”(Al-Mai'dah:22). Then they said, “they said, "O
Moses, indeed we will not enter it, ever, as long as they are within it; so go, you

and your Lord, and fight. Indeed, we are remaining right here."(Al-Mai'dah:24).

The companions of Prophet Muhammad were tested, similarly, with fear,
and when they met their enemy for the first time, it was indeed the toughest trial.
The Prophet said, “Quraysh are advancing towards us, give me your opinion”. A
lot of them stood up and gave their sermons, the Muhajirin (migrators), the
Ansaar, and among those who spoke was Sa’d bin ‘Ubada who said, “Messenger
of Allah, you want us (to speak). By God in Whose control is my life, if you order
us to plunge our horses into the sea, we would do so. If you order us to goad our
horses to the most distant place like Bark al-Ghimad, we would do so.” Then Al-
Migdad bin Al-Aswad spoke and said, “We will not say to you as the people of
Moosaa said to him: “So go, you and your Lord, and fight. Indeed, we are
remaining right here”. Rather we say: Go, for we are with you, in front of you, on
vour right and on your left, fighting alongside you”. This situation is enough to
showcase the difference between the companions of Prophet Muhammad and the
companions of other prophets. The difference between how the companions of
Prophet Muhammad acted when they were frightened, and how the companions

of Musa acted when they were frightened.

We can also compare how the companions of Prophet Muhammad acted
when they were in a situation that evoked their greed, and how the companions
of prophet Musa did. Allah prohibited the Jews from fishing on the Sabbath day
(Saturday) and tested them to see whether they would comply or disobey Him.
Allah says, “And ask them about the town that was by the sea - when they
transgressed in(the matter of) the sabbath - when their fish came to them openly

on their sabbath day, and the day they had no sabbath they did not come to them.



Thus did We give them trial because they were defiantly disobedient” (Al-A'raf
7:163). Later on, Allah said that the majority of the people of Sabbath did not

comply and commit to the order, to what was unlawful to them!

Allah # tested the Muslims with greed as well. In Ghazwa Al-Hudaybiyyah
(the expedition of Al-Hudaybiyyah), prophet Muhammad had one thousand and
four hundred companions with him. Allah told them, “O you who have believed,
Allah will surely test you through something of the game that your hands and
spears(can) reach, that Allah may make evident those who fear Him unseen. And
whoever transgresses after that - for him is a painful punishment” (Al-
Ma'idah:94). Allah tested them by sending them animals to hunt on the land, and
the Arabs were known for their love of hunting, and the measures they took to
practice such a hobby. So, Allah sent them all sorts of animals that were to be
hunted on land, to the extent that the deer used to knock on their tents, and the
birds used to stay in front of them calmly. Nonetheless, no companion fell into
that temptation, and none of them laid their hands on what Allah sent as a trial to
them. Allah tested them with fear and they proved themselves to be worthy, He
tested them with greed, and they proved that they were indeed firm and steadfast
on the path of righteousness. They were certainly and undoubtedly the best
companions. This nation will continue to fight for the sake of Allah until the last
one of them fights Ad-Dajjal (the Antichrist).

The ways Prophet Muhammad and his nation are favored over the rest of
the nations are numerous, as the ways they are favored are indeed great. Thus,
what is meant here “and that [ preferred you over the worlds(i.e., peoples)” is that
Allah favored the Children of Israel in their time only and not in all times. The
nation of Prophet Muhammad is superior to them, as they are the nation of
guidance, as Allah says, “You are the best nation produced(as an example) for
mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah.

If only the People of the Scripture had believed, it would have been better for



them. Among them are believers, but most of them are defiantly disobedient”
(Ali-'Imran:110). Therefore, the nation of Muhammad is undoubtedly superior to
the Children of Israel. However, here Allah is reminding them of His favors upon
them, as He sent to them the prophethood, the message, the guidance, and the

great signs that were made clear to them through His prophets.

Allah then says, “And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul
at all, nor will intercession be accepted from it, nor will compensation be taken
from it, nor will they be aided” (Al-Bagarah:48). This is a comprehensive verse
where Allah warns the Children of Israel. “And fear a Day when no soul will
suffice for another soul at all” fear Allah and protect yourself from the
punishment that will take place on that day. Allah described the Day of
Resurrection as, “no soul will suffice for another soul at all” “nafs” meaning any
soul. Thus, no soul will suffice for another soul at all, even if it was the soul of a
prophet, a messenger, or an angel. No soul will suffice for another soul even if
that soul was his son, brother, or wife. All that will ever matter to that person is
his deeds alone. With this verse, Allah cuts all of their hopes and dreams, as they
believe that they will be rescued because they are from the progeny of the
prophets. They say, “we are the sons of Ibrahim, we are the sons of Israel, and
since Allah blessed our forefathers, and we are their progeny and their offspring,

thus, we are naturally blessed as well”.

Accordingly, Allah tells them that each person will be judged alone for
their actions as no soul will suffice for another, “and fear a Day when no soul will
suffice for another soul at all”. “At all” the word used in the Qur’an is “shay’an”
which is “at all”” thus, no soul would suffice for another at all, whether it is to take
them out of the hellfire or to admit them to heaven, by taking away from their
punishment. “Nor will intercession be accepted from it”” there is no chance for
intercession to be accepted. “Yugbal” or “be accepted” the one who accepts the

intercessions is Allah. Intercession is when someone mediates for someone else



to gain some benefit or ward off some harm from them. Therefore, when someone

asks for something from someone, it is considered to be a form of intermediation.

Allah has told us that He does not accept any type of intermediation to a
disbeliever who died unbelieving, even if it was by a prophet or someone of high
status in the sight of Allah. Furthermore, “nor will compensation be taken from
it, nor will they be aided.” Through this verse, Allah has cut all forms to which a
person could get attached and hope that someone’s intermediation might save him
from his doom. While the other forms on how someone can be saved and rescued

requires more elaboration.

Allah # also reminds them of another favor, and what was their state after
each of these blessings, “And [recall] when We made an appointment with Moses
for forty nights. Then you took [for worship] the calf after him [i.e., his
departure], while you were wrongdoers.” (Al-Bagarah: 51). Allah % made an
appointment with Musa for forty days in the mountain so He could teach him the
revealed Torah, as well as an opportunity to educate the leader, who will lead and
teach the nation. Initially, they were thirty nights, but then Allah added ten more
nights, making them forty nights in total, “And We made an appointment with
Moses for thirty nights and perfected them by [the addition of] ten; so the term of
his Lord was completed as forty nights. And Moses said to his brother Aaron,
"Take my place among my people, do right [by them], and do not follow the way
of the corrupters.” (Al-Qasas: 142).

Because of this, Allah % ordered him to leave the Children of Israel and to
put in his place Harun (Aaron) as their temporary leader. Harun is Musa’s older
brother, he was made a prophet under the request of Musa, and it was when Allah
% revealed the message to Musa and made him a prophet, and told him that he
was to be sent to the Pharaoh. Prophet Musa asked Allah # to excuse him from

this task, as the Pharaoh was a tyrant, “He said, "My Lord, indeed | killed from



among them someone, and | fear they will kill me. And my brother Aaron is more
fluent than me in tongue, so send him with me as support, verifying me. Indeed,
| fear that they will deny me." [Allah] said, "We will strengthen your arm through
your brother and grant you both supremacy so they will not reach you.” (Al-
Qasas: 35). Allah # accepted the request of Musa for his brother Harun to be sent
with him as a prophet as well. Thus, Allah # informed Harun of his prophethood

and sent him with Musa to the Pharaoh.

“Then you took [for worship] the calf after him [i.e., his departure], while
you were wrongdoers” a man of the Children of Israel, known as the Samaritan,
had saw a trace of Jibreel from when he previously came to lead them on their
journey from Egypt to Sinai across the sea, so the Samaritan took a handful of
dust from the trace and used it along with the gold to create a statue. The gold the
Samaritan used was the gold the Children of Israel stole from the Egyptians when
they knew they were leaving Egypt. It was usual for the Egyptian women to lend
gold to the Jewish women, so they asked for the gold from the Egyptians to steal
it as a matter of plunder and teasing. When Musa knew about this after they left,
he told them that they are not allowed to have it and they have to throw it, that's
when the Samaritan saw it and collected it. Allah % says, “They said, "We did not
break our promise to you by our will, but we were made to carry burdens from
the ornaments of the people [of Pharaoh], so we threw them [into the fire], and
thus did the SamirT throw." (Taha: 87), “And he extracted for them [the statue of]
a calf which had a lowing sound...” (Taha: 88). He took the handful of dust taken
from Jibreel's trace, and he was tempted by his evil self to throw the handful of
dust in the casted gold pot and made a statue from it. By the will of Allah * this
golden statue turned into a real calf, with a lowing sound, a body as described in
the Qur’an, which is only said to the living flesh. When the Children of Israel saw
it, “...they said, "This is your god and the god of Moses, but he forgot.” (Taha:
88), they made the calf into a god and said that Musa forgot that his god is here



and went to seek him on the mountain, and this is of their great ignorance and

their excessive disbelief in Allah ¥,

“Then you took [for worship] the calf after him [i.e., his departure]” the
second object, which describes the calf to be a god was deleted here to emphasize
the ugliness and evilness of their deed. Also, because it is well known that they
took the calf as a god and worshiped it instead of Allah. .. .while you were
wrongdoers” The adverbial clause is used in while you were wrongdoers because
this is the greatest injustice; to worship other than Allah, for worship is the noblest
deed and must be directed only to Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the earth,
instead they worshiped a calf! This is from their excessive ignorance, their
excessive stupidity, and their disbelief and stubbornness. And that is why Musa
told them, “Could they not see that it could not return them a word (for answer)
and that it had no power either to harm them or to do them good?” (Taha: 89).
Musa also said to the Samaritan, look at what you have done! And said ... And
look at your 'god'’ to which you remained devoted. We will surely burn it and blow
it [1.e., its ashes] into the sea with a blast.” .(Taha: 97)

,says ¥ Allah“Then We forgave you after that so perhaps you would be
grateful” (Al-Bagarah: 52)

After this great crime, the greatest crime of polytheism, and their thought
that Allah who rescued them with a powerful hand from the land of Egypt, and
made these miracles for them, was this calf that they created with their own hands.
This is a very strange paradox indicating a decline in mind and understanding; a
great decline. Yet, Allah forgave them and asked them to repent through killing
themselves, as mentioned in the next verses, “And [recall] when Moses said to
his people, "O my people, indeed you have wronged yourselves by your taking
of the calf [for worship]. So repent to your Creator and kill yourselves [i.e., the

guilty among you]. That is best for [all of] you in the sight of your Creator." Then



He accepted your repentance; indeed, He is the Accepting of Repentance, the
Merciful.” (Al-Bagarah: 55). Allah # has shown them mercy, He pardoned them
even when they committed the worst crime ever, even if He pardoned them with
this severe punishment, but it is a pardon and they will not be tortured in Hell.
“Then We forgave you after that so perhaps you would be grateful.” (Al-Bagarah:
52), perhaps you would thank Allah # for this blessing from Him # that He had
forgiven you after committing this grave sin, because of which you deserved
eternity in Hellfire, for this is a crime that could not be committed by those whom
Allah * had honored with these miracles. How come that they cannot differentiate
between Allah the Creator of the heavens and the earth and the calf that they made

with their own hands.

,says ¥ Allah“And [recall] when We gave Moses the Scripture and
criterion that perhaps you would be guided.” (Al-Bagarah: 53). This is from
among the graces of Allah # upon them, that He gave Musa the Book; that is the
Torah. It is called the Book because it is written, and it is also called a Criterion
which is a descended book that differentiates between right and wrong, truth and
falsehood, and guidance and delusion, as He says, “Indeed, We sent down the
Torah, in which was guidance and light. The prophets who submitted [to Allah]
judged by it for the Jews, as did the rabbis and scholars by that with which they
were entrusted of the Scripture of Allah...” (Al-Ma'idah: 44). “...that perhaps
you would be guided.” (Al-Bagarah: 53). The style used in this verse shows
expectation, and it refers to the feeling of other people towards this situation, in
hope for the Children of Israel may be guided after this. Because expectation is
not an attribute of Allah who knows everything. What this verse means is that if
you have followed the Book which was descended to you, its instructions, and
felt the presence of the Criterion amongst you, you would have truly been guided

and would have never gone astray.



Then another blessing from the grace of Allah %, “And [recall] when
Moses said to his people, "O my people, indeed you have wronged yourselves by
your taking of the calf [for worship]. So repent to your Creator and kill yourselves
[i.e., the guilty among you]. That is best for [all of] you in the sight of your
Creator." Then He accepted your repentance; indeed, He is the Accepting of
Repentance, the Merciful.” (Al-Bagarah: 54). This verse describes the situation
after the prophet Musa said to the Children of Israel, "O my people, indeed you
have wronged yourselves by your taking of the calf [for worship]”. He told them
they have wronged themselves, because he who commits a sin does not wrong
anyone but himself, his soul is to perish, and in the end the injustice that does not
fall on Allah #, but on the same doer, because the penalty and punishment are for
the perpetrator. And Allah ¥ is above harm, no one can harm Him and everyone

who disbelieves in Allah harms only himself.

After this, he asked them to repent, as he said “So repent to your Creator”,
repent with the meaning of returning to Allah's path, returning to your Creator #*.
Allah is mentioned here with His name, the Creator, to show that He is the One
who creates and not the calf they made. “And kill yourselves [i.e., the guilty
among you]”, this is directed to others who did not worship the calf, Allah is
demanding them to Kill the sinners, their brothers; their brothers are described as
"yourselves" as they are in the same status as the self in terms of relationship.
This expression was used multiple time in the Qur’an, for example, “Nor defame
nor be sarcastic to yourselves (each other)”, yourselves here as well refers to your
brothers, because if a person mocks his brother, it is as if he mocks himself, for
the brother is the brother of the soul. So, kill yourselves means kill your brothers.
“That is best for [all of] you”. This act, which is to kill the worshiper of the calf,
Is better for the worshiper of the calf, because dying will erase his sin, grant him
forgiveness, and shall stand between Allah's hands in the Day of Judgment

without this sin. Adding to that, whoever does not die by the sword will die



another way, death will come eventually, and so it would do him good to submit
to Allah's order. As for the one who will perform the killing, this is meant for him
as a trial, for it's extremely hard to endure such a thing, to kill someone who is
close to you such as a father a son or a friend, and thus he is to be rewarded for
his patience while carrying out Allah's will, lifted to a higher place in heaven, and
it will be also considered as a penance for his sins as well. Moreover, the
enforcement of this Hadd has its great benefits, such as cutting off the roots of
evil and sedition, as well as a warning for mankind to fall into such a thing, for
Hadd is meant to deter others. Thus, killing here is killing as a Hadd as a

repentance and purification from Allah # not because of their disbelief.

“That is best for [all of] you in the sight of your Creator.” Allah informs
you that this is the best way of repentance, and He is All-Knowing, and of course
knows what is best for you. “Then He accepted your repentance”, this means that
when you did so Allah forgave you for “indeed, He is the Accepting of
Repentance, the Merciful.” It was mentioned that they killed thirty thousand of
those who worshiped the calf in one day, and to ease the situation for them, since
from among the sinners there were sons, fathers, or friends, yet the rest who didn't
get swayed had to kill them and endure the pain of loss, thus Allah ordered those
who worshiped the calf to line up alone, and those who did not worship the calf
to take out their swords. Then, darkness was cast on them, so they wouldn't
recognize whom they had killed and they began to slay them at once, thirty
thousand people were killed at once. This is a mercy from Allah * for them to
implement this punishment in this way. “Indeed, He is the Accepting of
Repentance, the Merciful.” for He guided them after they have committed this
reprehensible crime that deserves immortality in Hellfire, He showed them how
to repent to Him, even if it's them to this matter, even if the way was hard, but
comparing what would await them if they remained in disbelief and polytheism,

which is eternity in Hell, it is much easier.



Then Allah # says, “And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we will never
believe you until we see Allah outright”; so the thunderbolt took you while you

were looking on.” (Al-Bagarah: 55).

The children of Israel would call their prophet Musa, by his bare name, and
this indicates they were stubborn and disrespectful of their prophet. They did not
say to him, O prophet, nor O messenger, not even by his nickname Oh So-and-
So's father. “O Moses, we will never believe you until we see Allah outright”,
they used the negative particle [lan] which means “will never”, and it’s used to
deny the verb in the future time. They suspended their faith in Allah % on the
condition that they see Allah with their eyes, without an intermediary, and without

a barrier that prevents us from Him.

Allah # says, “So the thunderbolt took you while you were looking on.”
Allah # has punished them for this demand, which bears arrogance within. Not
only that, they also used to ask for miracles whenever they desire, and
underestimate Allah's ability. And even so Allah does not need to show His ability
and greatness, yet He granted them many miracles and signs, starting from
creating them, sending Musa, revealing the Book to Musa to carry out Allah's
Message. Allah also granted their prophet Musa with nine clear signs; the stick,
his dark hand which he put in his pocket and it came out white, and what Allah #
sent upon their enemies from the flood, locusts, lice, frogs and blood. These were
detailed miracles which the Children of Israel saw with their eyes. For example,
one of these miracles was for the water to turn to blood when the Egyptians want
to use it but it will turn back to water for the Jews, the Jewish woman used to go
to the river and put the water as it is in her jar and take it. But, if the Paranoiac
woman came to take water from the river, as soon as she put it in her jar, it turned
into brittle blood. Then, when the Paranoiac woman asks the Israeli woman to
pour her water from the jar, the poured water will turn to blood in the Paranoiac

woman’s jar. These are miracles that they saw with their eyes and experienced



which all indicate the greatness of Allah, so how can someone who experiences
these miracles and who sees them be very disgraceful and say, “we will never
believe you until we see Allah outright”. This is a request indicating their
arrogance, corrupted heart, and evilness. Of course Allah * punished them, as He
says, “So the thunderbolt took you while you were looking on.”” This was a sign
from Allah too, He killed them while they were looking and witnessing His

greatness.

Allah then says, “Then We revived you after your death that perhaps you
would be grateful.” (Al-Bagarah: 56).

Even though you deserved death and to dwell for eternity in Hell, because
you linked your faith on the signs you desired, and you declared that the
revelations of Allah did not suffice for you to believe. However, because Allah is
Merciful He revived you, after your death, after He stroked you with thunder, so
you should be thankful for this. The thunder had killed them, it was not as
fainting, so they did experience death, and thus they should be thankful for Allah
to revive them, and perhaps they learned a lesson with that and follow the right
path, the path of faith.

Then, Allah ¥ says, “And We shaded you with clouds and sent down to
you manna and quails, [saying], "Eat from the good things with which We have
provided you." And they wronged Us not - but they were [only] wronging
themselves.” (Al-Bagarah: 57).

“We shaded you with clouds” This is also from among the blessings of
Allah # on the Children of Israel, when they were in the wilderness in the land of
Sinai, to which they moved after their departure from Egypt, a hot, arid desert. It
was from the mercy of Allah that He made thin light clouds, described in the verse
as an umbrella or a barrier, always shade them in this desert, so that they won’t

feel the heat. “And sent down to you Manna and quails”, Manna is a kind of honey



or yogurt Allah # used to send at night on stones and trees. They used to collect
it and ate it like honey, or they would dissolve it in water and drank it. “And the
quail” 1is said to be quail birds, it’s said that these birds would come to them in
flocks or separated, and would not flee away so they could hunt them down with
zero effort, neither with arrows nor with nets or anything else. Allah granted this
for them because they had moved to a deserted land with no plants and no people
to trade, for they were locked in this land because of their cowardness. This was
after they cowardly refused to fight for the land as Allah #* commanded, and when
Musa informed them of Allah’s order this was their response, “O my people, enter
the blessed land [i.e., Palestine] which Allah has assigned to you and do not turn
back [from fighting in Allah's cause] and [thus] become losers.” (Al-Ma'idah:21),
“They said, "O Moses, indeed within it is a people of tyrannical strength, and
indeed, we will never enter it until they leave it; but if they leave it, then we will
enter." (Al-Ma'idah:22), “Said two men from those who feared [to disobey] upon
whom Allah had bestowed favor, "Enter upon them through the gate, for when
you have entered it, you will be predominant.1 And upon Allah rely, if you should
be believers." (Al-Ma'idah:23), “They said, "O Moses, indeed we will not enter
it, ever, as long as they are within it; so go, you and your Lord, and fight. Indeed,
we are remaining right here.” (Al-Ma'idah: 24), “[Moses] said, "My Lord, indeed
| do not possess [i.e., control] except myself and my brother, so part usl from the
defiantly disobedient people.”" (Al-Ma'idah: 25), “[Allah] said, "Then indeed, it is
forbidden to them for forty years [in which] they will wander throughout the land.
So do not grieve over the defiantly disobedient people.” (Al-Ma'idah:26).
Because of this, they were left in the land of Sinai lost for forty years, walking all
day, and when they slept then woke up, they would find that they were in the
place where they started walking yesterday. They remained in this place, an
isolated desert. They could not contact anyone outside the place they were in, and
no one could see them, even so, it was a trade road for many people, but they met

no one for forty years.



"Eat from the good things with which We have provided you.” Allah
permits them to eat from these blessings He bestowed upon them, Allah made
this food as an alternative for them because they were not living in a fertile land
where there are plants and fruits. Then Allah % says, “And they wronged Us not
- but they were [only] wronging themselves.” They did not wrong Allah by their
dissatisfaction with this life, as it will be mentioned in the next verses when they
said to Musa, “O Moses, we can never endure one [kind of] food. So call upon
your Lord to bring forth for us from the earth” they were dissatisfied, ignorant,
and ungrateful for these blessings, their disdain for the grace of Allah # which
He has given to them. It was good food that came to them without cost, without
effort, and without hard work in agriculture or in other areas or in trade. Thus,
Allah # was not wronged by the ingratitude, they only wronged themselves with
their ingratitude, because the consequences of this ingratitude and this disbelief

were only against them, and it was not against Allah #,

After that, Allah # says to remind the Children of Israel with His blessings;
how He treated them with favor and kindness, but they met this treatment with

ingratitude.

Allah # says, “And [recall] when We said, "Enter this city [i.e., Jerusalem]
and eat from it wherever you will in [ease and] abundance, and enter the gate
bowing humbly and say, 'Relieve us of our burdens [i.e., sins]." We will [then]
forgive your sins for you, and We will increase the doers of good [in goodness
and reward].” (Al-Bagarah: 58).

Allah # ordered the Children of Israel and their prophet to enter a certain
village; it is said that this village is Jerusalem, and they were ordered to enter it
as conquerors. This happened after Musa (peace be upon him) died in the desert
during the Exodus. Then, his lad, Yusha™ bin Noon, became the leader for the

Children of Israel, and he led their armies after that to conquer Jerusalem. Thus,



this verse emphasizes that their next prophet was Yusha™ and Allah's order was
revealed to him, that they shall enter this town as conquerors. Allah % also
commanded them after they conquer the village, first to “enter this city [i.c.,
Jerusalem] and eat from it wherever you will in [ease and] abundance”. Allah has
permitted them to eat plenty from this city, whatever they want. Plenty means
ease and abundance, Allah ¥ has permitted its goodness, blessings, and thus its

residence.

“And enter the gate bowing”, the door is the gate of the city they would be
entering as conquerors. Allah ordered them to enter it humbly, prostrating to
Allah # to show how thankful they are for His grace and virtues that He enabled
them to conquer this place and be victorious. “And say, 'Relieve us of our burdens
[i.e., sins].””, Allah also ordered them to say [Hatta] which means, "O Lord,
forgive our sins". He commanded them to repent to Him and to ask forgiveness
for their sins. “We will [then] forgive your sins for you”. This means if the
Children of Israel followed these orders Allah will forgive them and erase their
past sins. The sin here refers to a vice, a deliberate mistake and not an
unintentional. “And We will increase the doers of good [in goodness and
reward].” will increase them in benevolence, elevation, and status in % Allah

.Heaven

,presents how they repaid the grace of Allah, He says % Then Allah“But
those who wronged changed [those words] to a statement other than that which
had been said to them, so We sent down upon those who wronged a punishment
[i.e., plague] from the sky because they were defiantly disobeying.” (Al-Bagarah:
59).

Instead of saying [Hatta] "O Allah, forgive our sins", they played with the
word and said [Hinta] which means wheat, lock of hair, or small grain. This word

was uttered in mockery, intending to make fun of what Allah ¥ said to them.



When they did that, Allah % punished them, He said, “so We sent down upon
those who wronged a punishment [i.e., plague] from the sky because they were
defiantly disobeying.” Scholars said; Allah % struck them with the plague causing
the death of thousands of them in one day as a punishment for meeting Allah's
grace and goodness; how He granted them victory, empowerment, and this land,
Jerusalem, the capital of the Holy Land, but they've repaid this by uttering a

different word in mockery.

On the other hand, the action of the prophet % when he entered Mecca
victorious was totally different; his head % was almost reaching the back of his
camel while bowing humbly for Allah # on that day. The believers also entered
with him cheering, glorifying the name of Allah, and showing gratitude to Allah
% for enabling them and granting them victory. This is the difference between the

Children of Israel and the people of Islam when Allah empowered them.

“Because they were defiantly disobeying”. Disobeying means deviating
from Allah's path and orders. When they acted in this way, refused to follow
Allah's orders, and uttered this sinful and immoral word instead of asking Allah’s
forgiveness, they received this worldly punishment from Allah # for their
debauchery. Of course, this was not said by all of them, as Allah says, “But those

who wronged changed [those words]...”

Another image of the graces of Allah % upon the Children of Israel, He #
says, “And [recall] when Moses prayed for water for his people, so We said,
"Strike with your staff the stone." And there gushed forth from it twelve springs,
and every people [i.e., tribe] knew its watering place. "Eat and drink from the
provision of Allah, and do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.”

(Al-Bagarah: 60).

Allah reminds the Children of Israel how Musa prayed for water and asked

Allah to provide his people with water. This happened Musa went out with his



people the Children of Israel from the land of Egypt to the wilderness of Sinai,
and after that, they were doomed to be lost for their cowardice and for not fighting
for the sake of Allah. So, while being in the wilderness they felt thirsty as there
were no running rivers there. Thus, they asked Musa for water, and hence he
asked his Allah for water. In response to Musa’s prayers, Allah # ordered Musa
"Strike with your staff the stone”. The stick of Musa is undoubtedly a stick that
resembles any other stick. It is first mentioned when Musa returned from the land
of Midian to Egypt, and in his way back Allah ¥ assigned him to be a messenger,
during that incident, Allah asked him, “And what is that in your right hand, O
Moses?"?” (Ta-ha: 17), “He said, "It is my staff; I lean upon it, and I bring down
leaves for my sheep and I have therein other uses.” (Ta-ha: 18). Musa’s words
were simple yet lengthy, for he was delighted with Allah speaking to him. Musa
explained it was a shepherd's stick same as the others that the shepherds carry in
their hands, it was not a special stick that came down from Paradise, and it didn't
have any special characteristics. Rather, it is a stick made of wood from this earth.
It’s also the same stick that Musa throw on the ground in front of Pharaoh and
turned into a great serpent which seized all that the sorcerers lied on the day of
the festival during the enormous competition between Musa and the Pharaoh
magicians, as it’s described in the Qur’an, “And We inspired to Moses, "Throw
your staff," and at once it devoured what they were falsifying. (Al-A'raf: 117),
“So the truth was established, and abolished was what they were doing.” (Al-
A'raf: 118). In conclusion, it is the same stick through all these incidents including
the split sea too, as in what Allah % says, “Then We inspired to Moses, "Strike
with your staff the sea," and it parted, and each portion was like a great towering

mountain.” (Ash-Shu'ara: 63).

The same thing applies to the stone, it’s a normal stone and not a special as
some scholars said in the interpretation of the Qur’an that it was a special stone

Musa carried with him whenever they moved in the wilderness, then, he would



put it up and hit it with his stick, but this is not right the stone was a normal stone

too.

“And there gushed forth from it twelve springs” the water exploded from
the stone, it gushed from the belly of this stone causing a force and a sound, from
which twelve springs of water burst. Allah ¥ made the number of springs twelve
springs is proportional to the number of the tribes of the Children of Israel, in
order to facilitate the drinking for them. Also, this is to allow each of their tribes
to gather around one of these springs, and then they will not dispute over water.
This is out of Allah kindness and mercy upon them, as Allah ¥ says, “And every

people [i.e., tribe] knew its watering place.”

Then, Allah # continues, “Eat and drink from the provision of Allah” Allah
is allowing them to eat blissfully, and to drink from His provision and it is a
blessing that does not need an intermediary, it is an apparent miracle for them.
“And do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.” Do not wickedly
spread corruption. Allah # forbade from causing corruption in the land after He
commanded them to eat and drink from what He has given to them. Causing and
spreading corruption happens when someone refuses to follow Allah’s orders and

acts sinful and harms others including harming himself.

,says ¥ Then Allah“And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we can never
endure one [kind of] food. So call upon your Lord to bring forth for us from the
earth its green herbs and its cucumbers and its garlic and its lentils and its onions."
[Moses] said, "Would you exchange what is better for what is less? Go into [any]
settlement and indeed, you will have what you have asked.” And they were
covered with humiliation and poverty and returned with anger from Allah [upon
them]. That was because they [repeatedly] disbelieved in the signs of Allah and
killed the prophets without right. That was because they disobeyed and were

[habitually| transgressing.” (Al-Bagarah: 61). This is another image of the



stubbornness of the Children of Israel, Allah reminds them when they addressed
Musa during the Exodus complaining about the food, and that they can never
endure one kind of food anymore. First of all, they addressed Musa with his bare
name and this is disrespectful. Secondly, this incident happened during their
wandering in the desert after they refused to fight, and because of that they had
no land nor could plant anything, but Allah # provided them with manna and
quail, an easy food without them working to get it, He also provided them with
running water, as when Musa hit the stone, and the water exploded from all sides.
Despite all of this, they complained and said it was one kind of food because it
was repeated daily so they considered it one, this is out of their ungratefulness.
The Children of Israel were also longing for their first life when they used to
cultivate and had a wide variety of food and drink after they were sentenced to

wander for forty years in the desert.

They demanded, “So call upon your Lord to bring forth for us from the
earth its green herbs and its cucumbers and its garlic and its lentils and its onions.”
They suggested that Musa asks Allah #* to turn this desert into a valley in which
they plant, they believed they should be granted a fertile land just as Allah granted
them running water, they demanded from Allah to grow garlic, lentils, and onions,
these kinds of planets that are eaten raw green for them. In this verse, [thum]
which means garlic is written as [fum] and this is because Arabs used to replace
"th" with "f". When they suggested this, Musa said to them, “Would you
exchange what is better for what is less?”” How could they exchange good food,
manna and quail, for this food that is inferior to the food that Allah * provided
for you? “Go into [any] settlement and indeed, you will have what you have
asked.” Go back to humiliation and slavery-like life when the Pharaohs ruled
you, where this food was provided and available to you. It came in the Qur’an
and the Torah that they used to say to Musa, “you took us out of Egypt, we had

boiling pots of meat there and we had these legumes.” Thus, Musa rebuked them



and condemned their saying that they accept humiliation and slavery to eat such
food instead of having the freedom with this food that Allah % provided to them.
Then their prophet said to them, “Go into [any] settlement”, in the Arabic verse
settlement has the same pronunciation as Egypt, but because the word has
nunnation, it does not refer to the land of Egypt. If nunnation follows the word
[Misr] Egypt becomes a word derived from towns. Some scholars said that here
it means that any town or any place you enter you will find such food that you
desired and asked for. “you will have what you have asked.” Musa (peace be upon
him) rebuked them, and this is a statement meaning that the life of humiliation is

what they deserve and the honored life that Allah # granted them.

99 ¢¢

“And they were covered with humiliation and poverty” “covered” comes
in the sense of casting as said coinage, as in the phrase ‘this coin is struck’, and it
bears the meaning of setting up as in ‘I set up the tent. So the word ‘covered’
carries these two meanings. Thus, wherever they are or whoever they are, they
will always be people of humiliation and people of misfortune. Even if one of
them was rich and of greater wealth or of greater pride. Humiliation here means
they are satisfied with everything that is down in this life. Misery comes in the
sense of humiliation as well, because the word miserable is derived from the noun
stillness in Arabic, meaning that the one who is miserable is standing still instead

of trying to change his humiliated and miserable state.

“And returned with anger from Allah [upon them]” After committing these
sins, and after these stubborn actions against the miracles of Allah they returned
with anger from Allah and they deserved the wrath of Allah. “Returned” came in
the sense that they deserved as in Al-Muhalhel saying “with this, you deserved
the anger for killing Kulayb”. “With anger from Allah [upon them]” the feeling
of anger is known for the creature, it’s a feeling that creates the need of avenge.
It can be a praised attribute, for example when someone gets angry if his sanctity

Is violated then there is no doubt that his anger should be praised since if he did



not get angry, he will be described as someone who is used to getting humiliated.
However, anger that makes the person lose his control over himself and go
beyond the limit is reprehensible, just as In the Hadith: “A man said, “O
Messenger of Allah, advise me.” The Messenger of Allah % said: “Do not get
angry.” The man repeated that several times and he replied, “Do not get angry.”
The prophet of Allah also said, “The strong man is not one who is good at
wrestling, but the strong man is one who controls himself in a fit of rage." The
strong man is the one who can control himself when he is angry. This is with
regard to the anger of the creature. Allah #* Who is described with the qualities of
perfection is mentioned here with the attribute of being angry, and it with no
doubt befit Allah, for His attributes are perfect. Of course, Allah’s wrath and
anger cannot be described or compared to the anger of a creature. Allah is also
the Most Merciful, Oft-forgiving, Exalted in Might and Owner of Retribution. As
He % says, “Tell My servants that | am indeed the Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful”
(Al-Hijr: 49), “And that My Penalty will be indeed the most grievous Penalty”
(Al-Hijr: 50). Thus, anger is an attribute of Allah. An attribute of perfection that
is fit for Himself #. The Children of Israel deserved that Allah # is angry with
them. The effect of Allah’s anger is punishment, punishing them in this worldly
life with any kind of punishment. Also, Hell is one of the effects of His anger,
and He * had created it to be a settlement for those who received Allah’s anger,
as He % said, “And [mention, O Muhammad], the Day when the enemies of Allah
will be gathered to the Fire while they are [driven], assembled in rows” (Fussilat:

19). Allah torments His enemies with this fire.

Allah % mentions why He punished them with these punishments in this
verse, why He struck them with humiliation and misery in this world, and why
they deserved His wrath in the end. He says “That was because they [repeatedly]

disbelieved in the signs of Allah.” They disbelieved in the revelations of Allah,



and there are many forms of disbelief, such as infidelity, denial, and hiding and

covering the truth.

“And killed the prophets without right.”” Also, among their crimes is the
Killing of the prophets without a just cause; their prophets whom Allah ¥ sent to
them. There is no doubt that no prophet can be justly killed, but this is a
confirmation that they are aggressors who assaulted their prophets and killed
them without just cause. “That was” is mentioned here once again, which refers
to this punishment was cast upon them because of, “That was because they
disobeyed and were [habitually] transgressing.” the reason is their disobedience

to Allah ¥ and the reason is their aggression against the command of Allah #,

This is a collection of the images of Allah’s blessings and His favors over
the fathers of the Children of Israel, and how they repaid the graces of Allah #

and His benevolence with unbelief and obstinacy.

Allah # says, “Indeed, those who believed and those who were Jews or
Christians or Sabeans [before Prophet Muhammad ()] - those [among them]
who believed in Allah and the Last Day and did righteousness - will have their
reward with their Lord, and no fear will there be concerning them, nor will they
grieve.” (Al-Bagarah: 62).

After Allah % gave a group of samples and images of His graces on the
Children of Israel, and how they met all the graces of Allah with offense. Here,
Allah % shows a general habit of His judgment, and that there is no escape for

him % except by believing in Him and do righteous deeds.

He ¥ says, “Indeed, those who believed”, the description of those who
believed is given to the Muslims who believed in Muhammad £, this is their
description. Allah % always addresses them by this description in the Qur'an.

They became known with it just as the description of the Jews and the description



of the Christians. So if it was mentioned “who believed”, this applies to the

followers of the Prophet Muhammad .

“And those who were Jews”, the Jews and in Arabic here is pronounced
[hadu], which means the ones who returned. It’s as when they said as mentioned
in the Qur’an, "indeed, we have turned back to You" it means they returned to
Allah's path. It is an honorable feature of worship, because they are the ones who

repented or returned to Allah %,

“And those who were Jews or Christians’ the Christians is attributed to the
followers of Isa (peace be upon him). It was said that they were called Christians
[An-Nasara] in reference to the town they came from, which is Nazareth. The
other reason is because they supported Isa, thus their name is derived from the
Arabic words [nusra] which means victory, and it is as they said as mentioned in
the Qur’an, "We are supporters for Allah. We have believed in Allah and testify
that we are Muslims [submitting to Him]." This naming process, which is to name
some groups by their best worship deed, is used in many places in the Qur’an and

Sunnah, such as using [mujahedeen] to describe who strive and fight for Allah.

Then He % says, “Or Sabeans [before Prophet Muhammad ()], Sabeans
are a nation in the past, and it is said that Ibrahim was their messenger. The origin
of this word in Arabic is [saba’] which means went back, this word describes their
state, for they have returned from Allah's path and religion. They were the ones
who worshiped the stars and planets until the time of the Prophet %, they were
polytheists. Their invented religion contained some of the teachings of Judaism,
Christianity, and some philosophy, they fabricated them to create a new religion

for themselves.

He #* says, all of these “- those [among them] who believed in Allah and
the Last Day and did righteousness - will have their reward with their Lord, and

no fear will there be concerning them, nor will they grieve.” The names they are



given here are for identifying these nations and not to describe each individual of
them. For example, Muslims describes the people of the nation of Islam, while
some people are not truly Muslims among them, and that applies to the other
nations mentioned above. Allah says, those among these nations, who believed in
Allah and the Last Day, and did righteous, they “will have their reward with their
Lord, and no fear will there be concerning them, nor will they grieve.” For Allah
% judges everyone equally, and that salvation is guaranteed for whoever believes
in Allah and the Last Day and do righteous, and it is guaranteed for the Jews who
believed in Musa, those who were on the true religion and believed in Allah and
the Last Day and did righteousness. It’s also guaranteed for those who believed
in Isa and followed true Christianity before it was altered. But as for the Jews
who did not follow Isa and disbelieved in him; these are infidels and they will not
be in Allah's mercy on the Last Day. This applies to the Jews and Christians after
the missionary of the Prophet Muhammad %, no one among them can be
described as a believer of Allah, as they have disbelieved in the prophet
Muhammad % and hence disbelieved in Allah #. When the Jews disbelieved in
Isa, they became disbelievers, and their belief in the prophets before Isa did not
benefit them. This is because disbelieving in one prophet means disbelieving in

all the prophets and hence disbelieving in Allah %,

Believing in the Last Day is also a condition that must be fulfilled for
salvation to be guaranteed. It is called the Last Day because it is the last day in
this worldly life, it is the day in which Allah # will hold His servants accountable
for their deeds, and there is no day after it, what comes after it is an eternity in
Heaven or Hell. The last condition was to be righteous, faith is not sufficient in
the sense of affirmation of the heart and the testimony of the tongue, rather the
believer must do good deeds if he follows this religion. And doing righteous

includes the heart deeds, i.e. fearing Allah ¥, praying to him, and loving Him. It



also includes the deeds of the senses, such as prayer or fasting that Allah ¥ has

imposed.

He # says, “will have their reward with their Lord,” whoever they are,
whatever their past is, for example, if the Jew believed in Allah and the Last Day
and did righteousness; believed in Allah and the Last Day as revealed by Allah %
in His Book that He sent to the last Prophet, then even if he was a Jew in the past,
it will not affect him nor what his fathers and grandparents commit will affect
him. This applies to the Christian too, the deviation of his fathers and grandfathers
will not affect him, as long as he entered into the religion of Allah and beloved in
the Last Day.

“Will have their reward with their Lord,” the reward is in return for their
faith and obedience. Allah informed that it is a reward in this world and the
Hereafter. He #: told that every believer will live a good life, as He says, “...\We
will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward
[in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they used to do.” (An-Nahl: 97).
He also says about Ibrahim, who is the intimate friend of the Most Merciful, “And
We gave to him Isaac and Jacob and placed in his descendants prophethood and
scripture. And We gave him his reward in this world, and indeed, he is in the
Hereafter among the righteous.” (Al-'Ankabut: 27). So the reward in this world
means to have a good life, and the concept of a good life is described in the
following verse, He says, “Say, "Who has forbidden the adornment of [i.e., from]
Allah which He has produced for His servants and the good [lawful] things of
provision?" Say, "They are for those who believed during the life of this world,
exclusively [for them] on the Day of Resurrection...” (Al-A'raf: 32). Then, his
reward in the Hereafter is Paradise. This is the greatest blessing and mercy from
Allah % to His faithful servants, to let them dwell them in the house that Allah %

has saved for those who obey Him. And since it is a reward from Allah, this means



it will not get lost, for this is a promise from Allah ¥, and if Allah is the One who

promises ¥ then the promise will not be lost or forgotten.

“And no fear will there be concerning them,” as the time passes “nor will
they grieve” on what they left behind them. This is an assurance for them from
Allah # in what they shall receive, and what they seek. This verse came in the
midst of this context through which Allah % reminds the Children of Israel of His
blessing, and what they did after these blessings. That is all because Allah #
wanted to motivate them after entering this religion and show them their reward
for believing in the message of the last Prophet (peace be upon him). It also came
to show a rule that the judgment in the Last Day will be according to faith and

righteous deeds and that Allah holds all nations accountable according to this rule.

Then the context goes back to where Allah reminds the Children of Israel
of His graces and favors upon them, and how they disobeyed Allah and acted
stubbornly despite all of this. He % says, “And [recall] when We took your
covenant, [O Children of Israel, to abide by the Torah] and We raised over you
the mount, [saying], "Take what We have given you with determination and

remember what is in it that perhaps you may become righteous.” (Al-Bagarah:
63)

“And [recall] when We took your covenant [O Children of Israel, to abide
by the Torah]”, the pledge and promise from you to abide by Our Book. “And
We raised over you the mount.” After the covenant was taken, Allah raised the
mount above them. It was mentioned that the mount was At-Tur which also means
the mount in Arabic. Allah has raised mount when they refused to do what Allah
% had entrusted them with, Allah commanded Jibreel, so he picked up the
mountain from its place and placed it above all of their head, and they were told

“if you did not abide by the covenant, Allah # will bring down the mountain on



you”. Consequently, they prostrated to Allah, while keeping one eye open fearing

the mountain would collapse over them.

“[Saying], "Take what We have given you with determination.” Take what
We have given you of this covenant and pledge firmly and with determination.
Take this pledge seriously, and don’t neglect it behind your backs. “And
remember what is in it” remember what is in it and apply it, so that this covenant
will remain a permanent remembrance for you and you won’t forget about it. ,
that you do not forget it, and do not throw it behind your backs. “That perhaps
you may become righteous.” Allah # has ordered you to worship Him and to fear

Him so that you will fear His punishment and obey Him.

says ¥ Then He,“Then you turned away after that. And if not for the favor

of Allah upon you and His mercy, you would have been among the losers.” (Al-

Bagarah: 64)

Instead of obeying Allah after this incident, they turned their on the
covenant as if they had never given a promise to hold onto it firmly, and as if the
mount was not lifted over their heads. “And if not for the favor of Allah upon you
and His mercy, you would have been among the losers.” Were it not for the grace
of Allah and His mercy upon you. Allah’s mercy manifested in giving them more
time to repent and sending them messengers with His words. Were it not for this
“you would have been among losers”. Meaning that you would have died in
disbelief, and thus you would have been among losers. Losing here comes in the
sense of losing one self, losing family and losing everything, for he who dwells
in Hell has surely lost everything, “...Say, "Indeed, the losers are the ones who
will lose themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection.

.Unquestionably, that is the manifest loss.” (Az-Zumar: 15)



,says to them #* Then Allah“And you had already known about those who
transgressed among you concerning the sabbath, and We said to them, "Be apes,
despised."” (Al-Bagarah: 65).

The consequence for abandoning the command of Allah # is the severe
punishment. Allah here % reminds the Jews in Prophet Muhammad era of the
severe punishment than their predecessors had. He says, “And you had already
known” referring to the present Jews “about those who transgressed among you
concerning the sabbath,”” Allah ¥ has detailed what was the reality of this group's
aggression, as He * says, “And ask them about the town that was by the sea...”
(Al-A'raf: 163). A village near the seashore in the Holy Land villages that they
inhabited. “When they transgressed in [the matter of] the sabbath”. The
prohibition of the Sabbath began when they asked Allah for a day to devote
themselves to worship, and so it was as they asked, and Allah commanded them
not to carry out any worldly deeds on that day. Yet, this group went and caught
fish on Saturday with a trick they made. It was said that they used to dig pits in
the sea reaching to outer basins that the fishes will go into. Then, they would close
them on Saturday when the fish went inside it, and on Sundays, they would take
the fish out. Or it was said, that the fishes did come to them openly holding their
heads, so they would catch them without any effort. He % says, “And ask them
about the town that was by the sea - when they transgressed in [the matter of] the
sabbath - when their fish came to them openly on their sabbath day, and the day
they had no sabbath they did not come to them. Thus did We give them trial
because they were defiantly disobedient.” On other days during the week, those
fishes can’t be caught this easily. So Allah wanted to test how greedy they were
and made the fishes come to them in groups on Saturdays. When they noticed

this, they prepared this trick to catch the fishes despite Allah’s command.

Allah's punishment was that He deformed them into monkeys and pigs, He

% says, “So when they were insolent about that which they had been forbidden,



We said to them, "Be apes, despised.” (Al-A'raf: 166). “Be” is used for the
purpose of harnessing and making. Allah # has punished them because they
disobeyed His order. “Say, "Shall I inform you of [what is] worse than that as
penalty from Allah? [It is that of] those whom Allah has cursed and with whom
He became angry and made of them apes and pigs and slaves of taghtut. Those are

worse in position and further astray from the sound way." .(Al-Ma'idah: 60)

,continues ¥ Allah“And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who
were present and those who succeeded [them] and a lesson for those who fear
Allah.” (Al-Bagarah: 66). A severe punishment and penalty inflicted those who
disobeyed in this village and it became a harsh lesson for the village’s people and
the other villages. Or as said in other interpretations, it became a lesson for the
people who were present and the people in the future. “And a lesson for those
who fear Allah.” A lesson for those who fear Allah, to deter them from

committing sins or disobeying Allah.

After that, Allah ¥ mentions another situation where they show their
stubbornness, and their slackening in fulfilling Allah’s orders. He % says, “And
[recall] when Moses said to his people, "Indeed, Allah commands you to
slaughter a cow." They said, "Do you take us in ridicule?" He said, "I seek refuge
in Allah from being among the ignorant.” (Al-Bagarah: 67). Allah has ordered
the Children of Israel to slaughter a cow, the reason behind this order is mentioned
In the next verses in surah Al-Bagarah, “And [recall] when you slew a man and
disputed over it, but Allah was to bring out that which you were concealing.” (Al-
Bagarah: 72), “So We said, "Strike him [i.e., the slain man] with part of'it...”” (Al-
Bagarah: 73) it was because there was a dispute between two tribes of the
Children of Israel, and a man of one of them was killed. When he was killed, his
tribe kept his identity hidden, he did not confess, and those who knew the identity
of the murderer stayed silent, so it was not known who was the killer. Musa (peace

be upon him) tried to find the killer, yet couldn’t when no one cooperated with



him. “And disputed over it” everyone began to defend himself against the
accusation and to blame the other. Allah # says, “But Allah was to bring out that
which you were concealing.” In the sequence of events, Musa revealed to them
Allah’s order to slaughter a cow in order for them to find the killer. "Indeed, Allah
commands you to slaughter a cow." This is a divine order revealed through His
messenger to them, and it states that they have to slaughter a cow; any cow, in

order to fulfill this command.

Yet, despite this, their first response toward this divine command was that
they said, “They said, "Do you take us in ridicule?" Even when Musa has
delivered this order, and confirmed it was Allah who is ordering them and not
him, they responded to the command in this rude behavior, claiming that the
messenger of Allah, who showed them Allah’s signs and miracles, is mocking
and lying to them. It should be clear that a messenger from Allah will never mock,
lie, or deliver false orders to his people. Their response only shows and confirms
how stony their hearts are, and how ignorant and stubborn they are. Musa
answered them, “He said, "I seek refuge in Allah from being among the ignorant.”
Musa knew that it is the greatest ignorance to deliver a false order from Allah, or

to make fun and ridicule Allah’s words.

Allah # says, “They said, "Call upon your Lord to make clear to us what
itis." [Moses] said, "[Allah] says, 'It is a cow which is neither old nor virgin, but

median between that,' so do what you are commanded." (Al-Bagarah: 68).

The form of request is ill-mannered. They said, your Lord! But He is their
Lord too. They could have at least said, “What does our Lord % want from this
cow? Does our Lord want us to bring a small or a big cow?”” But, “Call upon your
Lord to make clear to us what it is.” This is intransigence that also includes
mockery of the command of the Lord. “To make clear to us what it is. What is

this cow that Allah wants? Then their messenger Musa said, “[Allah] says, 'It is



a cow which is neither old nor virgin.” the heifer mustn’t be old, nor a one that
has not given birth yet, but is rather a middle-aged cow, “but median between
that.”

“so do what you are commanded” The response to their question came from
Allah %, Allah has shown them what He wants but did not narrow the options
before them. Rather, He determined the general characteristics of the cow they
were to choose. Prior to this, in the first command, He would have approved of
any cow. If they had taken a firstborn cow or an older cow, then it would be true
that they had fulfilled the command of Allah #. What is important now is that
they are commanded to slaughter a cow with this new description, one that is
neither an older cow nor a firstborn cow. Then, their messenger emphasized to

them to do what they are commanded and to carry out the command of Allah #,

Even after this, they continued asking for more description, He % says,
“They said, "Call upon your Lord to show us what is her color." He said, "He
says, 'Itis a yellow cow, bright in color - pleasing to the observers.” (Al-Bagarah:
69).

What color is the described cow which Allah # wants us to slaughter? This
Is also intransigence. Allah # had not specified a color. So, when they limited
themselves in this way, Allah # limited their options further for them. Musa said,
“[Allah] says: 'It is a yellow cow, bright in color - pleasing to the observers.” The
cow’s color must be any bright yellow which pleases the beholders. Whoever
looks at it should be pleased by its beautiful color. They were again supposed to
obey the divine command, since the Lord chose a color for them which can be

readily found in many cows around them.

Yet they still did not obey the command. The Children of Israel said to
their messenger, “They said, "Call upon your Lord to make clear to us what it is.

Indeed, [all] cows look alike to us. And indeed we, if Allah wills, will be guided.”



(Al-Bagarah: 70). They found that this description of a middle-aged cow, bright
yellow which pleases the onlookers, applies to many cows. They wanted to limit
themselves even further. So they said: “[all] cows look alike to us.” They want
Allah to choose one particular cow. And they said a phrase that salvaged them
from this predicament, “And indeed we, if Allah wills, will be guided.” Had they
not returned the matter to the will of Allah, they would never have been guided
until they carried out the divine command after their intransigence time and time

again.

,says ¥ Musa said that Allah*“He said, "He says, 'lt is a cow neither trained
to plow the earth nor to irrigate the field, one free from fault with no spot upon
her." They said, "Now you have come with the truth." So they slaughtered her,
but they could hardly do it.”” (Al-Bagarah: 71) This cow that they were ordered
to slaughter must be a non-humiliated cow. A humiliated cow is a cow humiliated
by pulling the plow, one that is trained and taught how to pull the plow. A cow
or any animal, before being devoted to the duty of traction or riding, must undergo
training and abuse in order to learn how to work the plow. “To plow the earth”
means to till the land, “nor to irrigate the field.” Likewise, it must not be used to
rotate a waterwheel, because the watering of the land after plowing was only by
turning a waterwheel. It must be an undomesticated cow that does not work for a
farmer. “One free from fault,” which means free from every defect, does not have
a broken horn, a broken hoof, or any wound on its body. “With no spot upon her;”
meaning that it must be yellow without mixing this yellowness with another color
or something else whether black or white. All of its hair and body must be yellow.

It must be fully yellow.

They said after this description, “Now you have come with the truth.”
Undoubtedly, their Messenger had come with the truth from the beginning of the
matter, since Allah % had commanded them to slaughter a cow from the

beginning. This was the truth. And on every stage of the revelation made for them



as their messenger indulged their requests, the messenger was truthful. But, they
did not believe him to be truthful in the beginning. It was only right now, “Now
you have come with the truth.” They had all these descriptions that did not apply
to any of the cows that they had available to them except one. It was said that this
cow was with an orphan boy. Jibreel came to him and said if someone came to
buy this cow from you, do not sell it until they fill its jacket with gold. The jacket
refers to its leather, meaning, tell the buyers, “I will not sell it to you unless you
fill its leather with gold.” They limited themselves, so Allah % limited their
options. Allah says, “." So they slaughtered her,” They were ordered to sacrifice
a cow, which they did, “but they could hardly do it.” They did not slaughter it
except after these long stages of obstinacy towards their prophet, after the
constant command of Allah %, and after limiting themselves until their options

were limited.

This is an incident that shows the obstinacy and disobedience of the
Children of Israel towards any divine command. The slaughter of a cow does not
require all these restrictions or requirements. If they had carried out the command
from the beginning, it would have been good for them, and they would have been
obedient to Allah. But, this is their nature. It is as if Allah is saying: Look, this is
their behavior towards the divine order: obstinacy, intransigence, and

stubbornness.

Then comes the secret or the reason for Allah’s command for them to
slaughter a cow. He # says, “And [recall] when you slew a man and disputed over
it, but Allah was to bring out that which you were concealing.” (Al-Bagarah: 72).
You killed a soul from among yourselves, and then each of you claimed
innocence and pushed the blame onto others. wanted to reveal what they % Allah

.had concealed about the identity of the murderer



,says ¥ Then He “So We said, "Strike him [i.e., the slain man] with part of
it." Thus does Allah bring the dead to life, and He shows you His signs that you
might reason.”” (Al-Bagarah: 73) The command of Allah % was made, and it was
the undeniable word of Allah. It was Allah’s order to His Messenger Musa. Strike
the dead body with a piece of this cow. One should not be too concerned about
what part of the cow they struck him with. That is the nature of those who are
enamored with the oddity of interpretation. Is it the tongue or the heart of this
cow? Rather, it is a piece of meat from it. They were commanded to strike him
with a part of this cow. Of course, the dead person was revived and he revealed
the identity of the murderer. This was one of the signs of Allah ¥ to show them
how He revives the dead, and so that they may witness this miracle with their
own eyes. This was done so that the believer may have an increase in his faith,
that the weak of faith may strengthen his faith, and that the suspects may have

undeniable proof that Allah #* revives the dead.

Allah says, “Thus does Allah bring the dead to life” “Thus” means with
such manner of revival. Of course, there is no connection between striking a dead
person with a piece of cow meat and giving them life, it is the power of Allah *
that achieves it. “And He shows you His signs that you might reason.” Allah %
shows you His signs and stupefying miracles, so that you may understand, so that

you may have an understanding with which you can recognize the power of Allah

Allah says,“Then your hearts became hardened after that, being like stones
or even harder. For indeed, there are stones from which rivers burst forth, and
there are some of them that split open and water comes out, and there are some
of them that fall down for fear of Allah. And Allah is not unaware of what you
do.” (Al-Bagarah: 74).



Upon seeing these great signs, they should have worshipped Allah out of
fear and gratitude; for He is the Omnipotent Allah who is not incapable of
anything. Yet they passed them as if they had never occurred. “Then your hearts
became hardened after that.” The hardness of the heart is its severity, its lack of
softness for the verses of Allah, and its lack of fear of Allah #. This is the meaning
of cruelty, and of course, this cruelty came with disbelief. Allah says, “For the
iniquity of the Jews We made unlawful for them certain [foods] good and
wholesome which had been lawful for them; - in that they hindered many from
God's Way;” (An-Nisa’: 160), “That they took usury, though they were forbidden;
and that they devoured men's substance wrongfully; - we have prepared for those
among them who reject faith a grievous punishment.” (An-Nisa’: 161). The
hardness of the heart occurs only by turning away from the Signs of Allah %, and
by seeing these miracles and not submitting to the command of Allah. Allah says,
“But because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them, and made their
hearts grow hard.” (Al-Ma’idah: 13). So, because they broke their covenant with

Allah % He cursed them and made their hearts hard.

“Being like stones or even harder.” Allah # says that some kinds of stones
are hard but “there are stones from which rivers burst forth, and there are some
of them that split open and water comes out, and there are some of them that fall

down for fear of Allah.” However, they are
marble-hearted as no guidance bursts, nor comes out of their hearts.

As if, this is a declaration from Allah # that stone is better than their hearts.
Also, stones fear Allah %, they fall from the mountain, break and damage as a
result of fearing Allah %. This is an intended action and not a reflexive one, as
Allah # tells that the inanimate objects have prayers and have a will, and they
know the words of Allah. As He ¥ says, “Had \We sent down this Qur'an on a

mountain, verily, thou wouldst have seen it humble itself and cleave asunder for



fear of Allah. Such are the similitudes which We propound to men, that they may
reflect (Al Hasher: 21). And He also says, “Do you not see that to Allah prostrates
whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on the earth and the sun, the moon, the
stars, the mountains, the trees, the moving creatures and many of the people? But
upon many the punishment has been justified. And he whom Allah humiliates -
for him there is no bestower of honor. Indeed, Allah does what He wills” (Al-
Hajj: 18). Allah % says, “And there is not a thing except that it exalts [Allah] by
His praise, but you do not understand their [way of] exalting.” (Al-1sra: 44)

The prophet said,

The prophet's companions were also hearing the stone's prayers while they
were in the prophet’s hands. Allah also says, "They found there a wall want to
fall down, but he set it up straight”. (Al-Kahf: 82)

Allah # attributes the willingness to the wall in this verse too. In

conclusion, the stones are better than these cruel hearts.

Allah % continues, “And Allah is not unaware of what you do.” Allah %
negates that He is never unaware of their rude deeds. This is a reminder from
Allah % with the shames of these parents and an introductory explanation,
showing how the Jewish meet Islam invitation, that this is not a strange behavior

of them because their ancestors were the same or worse.
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Allah # says,



(Al-Bagara:75).

(Al-Bagara:76).
(Al-
Baqgara:77).

Allah # finished the part of the surah in which He explained His talk with the
Children of Israel where He ordered them to believe in Him and in what He has
revealed to His Prophet and Servant Mohammad . He asked them not to be the
first to deny His revelations and keep their duty unto Him. He also
demonstrated the blessings and special favors that He bestowed upon them and
their father. Moreover, He explained how they reacted to those favors and
blessings; they rejected some, refuted others, and temporized others. Allah %
explained their stubbornness with their Prophet Moses £ when He said,

(Al-Bagara:67).

Allah # eventually explained that they barely obeyed His orders. And when
they did, they performed them poorly. He said,

That is, what they were commanded to do by Allah #. They were
ordered to sacrifice a cow.
Allah # addressed believers and explained to them how their hopes and wishes
to convert Jews to Islam were far away due to their previously mentioned
characteristics. Allah ¥ says,

(Al-Bagara:75).
That is, do believers still think Jews would become Muslims and would believe
in what Allah revealed to His Prophet Mohammad %, and that he is truly
Allah’s Messenger?
Some of the Jews
already heard the word of Allah,

Some of them, especially the Prophet’s contemporaries, heard the words of
Allah that were revealed to his Messenger, They
Corrupted it in the sense that they changed the meaning of a word by adding or
omitting a letter. This is called verbal corruption. On the other hand, moral



corruption means changing the intended interpretation of the sentence into
another one when the text could hold other meanings and interpretations.
Therefore, corruption has two types. The first is verbal corruption, and the
second is moral corruption. The two types were used by the Jews either in their
book that was revealed to their prophet Musa or in the words they heard from
Allah %,

So, believers hoped and
thought the Jews would believe in what they believed in,

They really knew it, understood it. They knew that they were
corrupting the words of Allah %, This is a premeditated crime. They are corrupt
in all sense of the word. They heard the word of Allah ¥ through the Prophet %
or through those who read the Word of Allah to them. Allah ¥ says,

(At-Tawba:6).

or from # The Children of Israel heard the word of Allah from the prophet
those who read the word of Allah. The Children of Israel have the greatest
know ,% malignant characteristic, which is that they hear the word of Allah the
that it is the Word of Allah, understand its meaning, but then prefer to corrupt it
.in both pronunciation and meaning They know that what they corrupted of
Allah’s words are not really said by Him. However, they changed it with what
they wanted. Another characteristic of them is that “When they meet the
believers they say, “We believe”, those are the hypocrites among the people of
the Book. “When they meet the believers”, that is, the people who believe in the
prophet Mohammad £, “They say, “We believe”, to declare to them that they
are believers. “Will you disclose to the believers the knowledge Allah has
revealed to you,1 so that they may use it against you before your Lord? Do you
not understand?”. "But in private they say "to each other”. When the Jews are in
their own communities and private meetings, some of them say this to each
other in a disapproving manner, “Will you disclose to the believers, that is, will
you tell the people who believe in Allah, " the knowledge Allah has revealed to
you, so that they may use it against you before your Lord?" This verse implores
Allah to give His judgment, “Our Lord! Judge between us and our people with
truth. You are the best of those who judge” (Al-A’raf:18). This means judge
between us and our people with truth, for you are the best of the judges. Another
example is what Allah said to Quraysh after the Battle of Badr, “If you
"Meccans’ sought judgment, now it has come to you. And if you cease, it will



be for your own good. But if you persist, we will persist. And your forces...”
.(Al-Anfal:19)
Abu Jahl prayed before the battle started by saying, "Our Lord, whichever of the
two parties was less kind to his relatives, and brought us what we do not know,
then destroy them tomorrow.”. While the Prophet asked Allah # for His
judgment, disbelievers asked Allah to destroy the team that he dislikes among
them; either the disbelievers or the believers. Allah % responded by destroying
the disbelievers’ army in the Battle of Badr.
Allah ¥ says, meaning, if you
ask for a judgment, then Allah has distinguished the truthful and gave victory to
his prophet . Opening up means assistance, knowledge and charity. Allah also
says,

with
His graces upon them, such as sending the messengers, honoring them, and
blessing them? Or with His severe judgments upon them such as the days of
adversity and distress in which they were humiliated by Allah as their enemy
were to overwhelm them.

An argument is the evidence that one uses in a debate to prove their
adversary wrong. This is what the Children of Israel
did, they discouraged and advised each other against revealing the judgment of
Allah ¥ to them, be it what Allah has informed them of His punishment of the
previous nations, or whatever Allah He has blessed them with. they do not want
anyone to win the argument against them by means of their own words.
Therefore, they are willing to keep their history and Allah’s judgments upon
them a secret. The greatest command Allah asked the Children of Israel to
uphold is to believe in His final Prophet £. Allah % brought good tidings to
them that He will help them. There will come a prophet. If they follow him,
support him, and help him, He will remove all the chains and handcuffs they
had.

Allah # said to Moses:

(Al- A’raf:156)



(Al- A’raf:157).

and His order to Moses. That is, Allah will send a ¥ This is the promise of Allah
prophet and promise all those who believe in him, support him, and help him to
,achieve victory, that all the chains and handcuffs the Children of Israel had
% because of their injustice and disbelief, will be removed. For example, Allah
said about accepting repentance after disbelief that if a believer falls into shirk
(an act of polytheism) and repents to Allah, then He will accept their

.repentance without executing themAnother example is what He revealed to
oses that He did not accept the repentance of those who worshipped the calf
except by way of execution.
Allah #* says,

That was the greatest news that they were given and ordered to do.
However, they preferred to conceal it. If some of them were to say such words
to the believers, that the coming of the Prophet Mohammad % is a prophecy
said by Allah # in the Torah, or examples of the good or bad incidents that
occurred to them, then they come and blame the ones who revealed these
secrets.

They said,

Allah replies to what they told each other,
(Al-
Baqgara:77).
They knew that Allah is aware of what they concealed and what they revealed.
It is indisputable for Allah, the Creator of heavens and earth, to reveal to all His
messengers that He knows everything about His servants. How come the people
of the Books whom Allah sent all of these messengers to do not know this truth?
Or do they not know that Allah knows what they conceal. He also knows what
they reveal. What they do secretly and what they do in public is all clear to
Allah %,
Another thing that prevents them from believing in the Prophet £ is the
following. Allah % says,
(Al-
Bagara:78).
Among the people of the Book, some are illiterate. An illiterate person is a
person who cannot read and write. Such a person is called in Arabic “oommi:"



It is said that the term was derived from the word “oum” which means mother.
They think that the illiterate “oommi:" is a person who remained by their
mother’s side and did not go out to seek an education. That is why an illiterate
person is referred to as “oummi:” by Arabs. Arabs used to call the illiterates the
illiterate nations because they were unable to write and learn, as the Prophet &
said in the hadith “We are an unlettered nation; we do not read or

write”. Among the Children of Israel were the illiterate who knew nothing
about the Scripture i.e., they did not read the Book and did not know what it
includes. The Book that was revealed to their messenger Moses was the Torah.
However, they wish to know what is in it for they do not know anything about
their religion. A wish is a hope to achieve. However, in this case, it is not
achieved, and the Jews have many wishes. For instance, they wish that they are
the chosen people of Allah and that Allah blessed and sanctified them for their
attribution to Abraham and Israel. They also wish that they are the people of
Paradise, that it is theirs alone, and no one else besides them can enter it. They
claim that Paradise is for no one but them. As Allah says,

”. The Jews said that no one will not enter Paradise except Jews, and the
Christians said that no one will not enter Paradise except Christians. This is
what they wish.

Moreover, they wish that no matter what sins and blasphemous acts they
commit, they will only be punished for a few days in Hellfire.

, 1.e., if Allah tortures them for
some sins, bad deeds, or acts of disbelief, He will only do punish them for a few
days. All these are their wishes.

Of
course, their wishful thinking is not a part of the Book. Allah # says,

This means that they know nothing about Islam but
these speculations. To speculate is to prefer one idea over the other and adopt it.
Of course, speculations have nothing to do with the truth for they were created
in their heads and are not from the true religion. Rather, they are what they
invented by themselves or what they have convinced themselves to be true in
the end, 1.e., they lied to themselves and believed their lies.

Allah # says, “

. (Al-
Bagara:79)



Woe is a word of threat and menace. It is said that there is a valley in Hell that
iIs called woe with which Allah threatens those people.
So, woe to these Jews, the people of
the Book who write the book with their own hands, and
These words are written with their hands. There is no doubt that humans
use their hands to write but this is a figure of speech to confirm their act. There
are many examples of that such as and
That is, humans speak
using their tongues. This also applies to
All of that is used to confirm the previous acts.
indeed, they wrote this book and corrupted
it with their own hands. They fabricated it themselves, and then they say that
this is the word of Allah. They attribute what they wrote, whether it was a false
fatwa (Islamic legal opinion), a corruption of the words of Allah, or of
misconstruing it.
Allah says, “secking a fleeting gain!”. To seek here means here to replace. They
replaced their belief in Allah and replaced the truth as well. They had done that
for the benefit of a fleeting price they were given in exchange, or to guarantee
their positions and posts. Whatever they take, even if they were able to take the
whole world in return, it is still a small gain. That's because the whole world
compared to the Hereafter is very trivial. Whoever believes in Allah will win
and enter Paradise. Paradise is a great reward. However, those who disbelieved
replaced it with a low gain. “Secking a fleeting gain!”.
Allah # says, “0 woe to them for what their hands have written”, to confirm
again that they wrote it and lied saying that it’s the word of Allah. “And woe to
them for what they have earned.” That is what they earned in exchange; ill-
gotten money. They have committed two crimes. The first is that they lied to
Allah % and wrote falsehoods and perjury then attributed it to Him. The second
is that they have earned ill-gotten money and malicious gain. Thus, is
impossible for those people who do such bad deeds to embrace Islam!
They are a nation that hears the word of Allah then distorts it. What is more?
They promise to keep the truth concealed. Those are the literates among them.
So, the first type is the literates. The second type is the illiterate servants; the
followers and the illiterates who know nothing about the Book of Allah. They
only live wishing and hoping that they are the chosen people, and they will enter
Paradise for they claim that it was created especially for them. They think that
they were blessed due to their affiliation with Ibrahim. If that was the case, how
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come believers still hope those people would embrace Islam and believe in the
true religion of the Prophet 7

Allah #* here tells the believers that there is no hope for those people to become
Muslims by exposing their true selves. There are further series of their lies to
Allah # about which He says,

(Al-Bagara:80).
refers to Jews. They claimed,

“ ”” negates the following verb in the future and
contradicts it. They think that if they do bad deeds, Allah will put them in Fire
just for a few days and that they won’t stay there forever such as the polytheists.
Allah #* says, . This is one type of
Making an argument against them. They will be asked this question. Have you
taken a pledge from Allah that no Jew will enter the Fire except for a few days
no matter what he has done and even if he disbelieved and did everything he
wanted?

If Allah promised you so, He will never break His words.

"Or are you “just’ saying about Allah what you do not know?” This is the
truth; they are saying what they really don’t know about Allah. They were not
promised not to enter the Fire by Allah. clearances His judgment % Then, Allah
,and punishment by saying"But no! Those who commit evil and are engrossed in

sin will be the residents of the Fire. They will be there forever" (Al-Bagara:81).

This is only a part of what Allah has exposed of the lies of the Children of
Israel, for that they got attached to futile hopes and delusions. One of their false
hopes is what they claim Allah had promised them, “The Fire will not touch us
except for a number of days.” The Fire here means Hell. They claimed, ‘no matter
the sins we commit, Allah will not place us in Hell for longer than a number of
days, then we will go to heaven’. Allah replied to their false claim by saying,
“Have you taken a pledge from Allah?”” Do you have a pledge from Allah? Has
Allah given you a confirmed covenant on this matter? Has He promised you that

no matter the infidelities, the lies, and the major sins you commit that He will



send you to Hell only for a number of days? Or are you merely saying about Allah
what you do not know? If the first possibility is refuted; that they have no
covenant from Allah and He has not sent verses to confirm this claim in His Book,
then the second and only possibility comes to mind, and that they really say what

they are not aware of, only assumptions in which they have eventually believed.

Then Allah # revealed His judgment concerning them, “But no! Those who
commit evil and are engrossed in sin will be the residents of the Fire. They will
be there forever.” The word Allah uses in Arabic in this verse is ‘Bala’ which
means a negated ‘yes’, the double negative is an emphatic; so, Allah negates their
claim “that Fire will only touch them for a number of days”. Subsequently,
Allah’s use of a negated ‘yes’ was in response to their denial of the torture. Then
Allah says, “Those who commit evil and are engrossed in sin.” The word
‘commit’ is used to describe both good and bad deeds. “No person earns any (sin)
except against himself (only)” The word commit can be used to both describe
good and evil deeds. “Those who commit evil” evil here refers to any disobedient
act, and every disobedience committed against Allah is a sin. It is called a sin

because it goes against Divine Law and brings shame on its committer.

“And are engrossed in sin”. Engrossed means that they cannot escape their
sins, because they never repented and were never forgiven for the acts they
committed. Therefore, these acts became attached to them. “Will be the residents
of the Fire. They will be there forever.” These people are described as ‘the
residents of the Fire’. Residency indicates a permanent stay, and it is to describe
the owners of a residence. Therefore, those engrossed in sin are the permanent
inhabitants of Hell. “They will be there forever.” They will be forever in Hell;
theirs’ is an eternal stay. This verse, of course, refers to an absolutely unforgivable
sin that its doer has not repented for. These sins are disbelief and polytheism;
those who committed these acts and died before repenting will be sent to Hell for

eternity. Repentance can only be asked from Allah during the sinners’ life and by



believing in Him and denouncing anything but Him. Allah ¥ says, “Verily, Allah
forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship), but He forgives

except that (anything else) to whom He wills”.

The sin that the Jews committed for which they deserve eternal punishment
in Hell is their refusal to believe that Mohammad % is the prophet of Allah .
They will be punished even if they claim they believe in the prophets that came
before Mohammad. Not believing in one prophet means not believing in all of
them. Their disbelief in Jesus as a prophet will make them suffer eternal
punishment as much as the disbelief in Mohammad % does. This applies to the
Children of Israel; these verses were sent to them and any person who committed
the sins of disbelief or polytheism and did not repent for them. “Will be the

residents of the Fire. They will be there forever.”

The Kharijites (The Islamic sect who left Ali bin Abi Talib's army)
considered this verse to be a general rule; it includes any sin committed that could
bring its committer eternal punishment. The reason for their interpretation is
because the verse talks about sins in general, or because they did not refer to other
verses where Allah explains that the unforgivable sins to Him are disbelief and
polytheism, “Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him
(in worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He wills”. The
same goes for a big number of Hadiths. These Hadiths explain that intercession
saves those who committed unforgivable sins from Hell. That means, after being
tortured for as long as Allah deems enough, they will be sent to Paradise. Those
who remain eternally in Hell are those who died without repenting for these

unforgivable sins.

On the other hand, Allah # said, “And those who believe (in the Oneness
of Allah, Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds, they are dwellers of

Paradise, they will dwell therein forever” (al-Bagara:82). This means the



residents of Paradise are those who believed. Belief, according to Divine Law,
means to first believe in your heart, to state with your tongue, and then to do good
deeds with bodies. “And do righteous good deeds”, good deeds are performing
prayers, fasting, giving to Zakat, performing Hajj, and every deed that Allah has
ordered His servants to do. Allah % only orders His servants to do what is best for
them. Those who do these righteous good deeds are called the “dwellers of
Paradise”. They will dwell therein forever. Dwelling means an eternal residence;

it is a never-ending stay.

Allah’s Divine Law and His reckoning system state that those who commit
a sin and are engrossed in sins of disbelief and polytheism “will be the residents
of the Fire. They will be there forever in a never-ending residency. “And those
who believe (in the Oneness of Allah, Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous
good deeds, they are dwellers of Paradise, they will dwell therein forever.” When
all of this is applied to the Jews who did not believe in Mohammad %, pledged to
hide the truth, changed the holy books, and told lies regarding Allah's words by
writing what they wanted and ascribing it to Him, one can attest undoubtedly that
they will be the residents of Hell. How can those who have committed all these
blasphemies expect to have an abode in Paradise? They are without a doubt, the

eternal residents of Hell.

Another thing that Allah # uses to differentiate believers from disbelievers
Is describing how the Jews have violated their covenant with Allah and how
violation of covenants is one of their traits. Allah ¥ says, “And (remember) when
We took a covenant from the Children of Israel, (saying): Worship none but Allah
(Alone) and be dutiful and good to parents, and to kindred, and to orphans and
Al-Masakin (the poor), and speak good to people [i.e. enjoin righteousness and
forbid evil, and say the truth about Muhammad, and perform As-Salat (Igamat-
as-Salat), and give Zakat. Then you slid back, except a few of you, while you are
backsliders” (al-Nagara:83)



Allah says, “And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Children
of Israel”. Allah took a certain covenant of Jacob’s sons to “\Worship none but
Allah (Alone)”. This is the first thing, worship your God; worship none but Him.
Worship here refers to the rights that Allah has specified for Himself alone, in
addition to absolute obedience to Him. “Worship none but Allah (Alone)” Allah

Is the God that all nations know and their worshipped Lord.

“Worship none but Allah (Alone) and be dutiful and good to parents”.
Being good and dutiful to one’s parents is also one of the convents that Allah has
asked the Children of Israel to adhere to. He also asked them to be good “to
kindred”. The kindred include siblings first and foremost, then uncles and other
relatives. Allah # has ordered them to constantly visit their relatives. Then, He
has asked them to be good “to orphans”. An orphan here refers to someone who
lost their father before coming to age. He also has asked them to help “Al-
Masakin® or the poor in Arabic, especially the ones who do not ask for help and
do not look poor; this is the difference between the one typically called poor and
those who Allah calls ‘Al-Masakin’. Allah has also ordered them to “speak good
to people”, and make all of what they utter to others righteous; i.e., to speak the
truth, be gentle, and guide others to good. Good utterance includes all of the
aforementioned. “And perform As-Salat”. To Pray, and to do it perfectly as Allah
% |ikes it to be done. Additionally, to “give Zakat”, which means to spend a part
of one's money on the ways that Allah has ordered. It is called Zakat; i.e.,

purification in Arabic, because it purifies both the soul and the money.

“Then you slid back, except a few of you, while you are backsliders.”
Despite the fact that Allah # has upheld them to this convent to fulfil these deeds
they violated His convent and backslid. Which means they turned away from their
covenant with Allah and His orders. “Except a few of you”, which means only a
few of them have abided by the covenant of Allah. “While you are backsliders”.

They were reluctant to follow their covenant with Allah. This is another example



of the stubbornness of the Children of Israel. Allah has upheld them to an
affirmative covenant, then the majority of them have been reluctant or have

refused to obey. Only a few of them abided by their covenants to Allah.

Other covenants and good deeds that Allah # has upheld the Children of
Israel to and they broke is what He states in the following verses, “And
(remember) when We took your covenant (saying): Shed not the blood of your
(people), nor turn out your own people from their dwellings. Then, (this) you
ratified and (to this) you bear witness” (Al-Bagara:84). “After this, it is you who
Kill one another and drive out a party of you from their homes, assist (their
enemies) against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come to you as
captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion was forbidden to you. Then
do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the
recompense of those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this
world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned to the most
grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do” (al-Bagara:85).
“Those are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the
Hereafter. Their torment shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped” (al-
Bagara:86).

“And (remember) when We took your covenant”, meaning your
affirmative covenant that you “Shed not the blood of your (people)”. Shedding
one’s blood here meaning killing your own people for the blood of a brother is
considered the same as one’s own blood. Therefore, killing them is considered
the same as killing oneself. “Shed not the blood of your (people)”, means do not
kill each other. “Nor turn out your own people from their dwellings' ' means it is
not allowed for a Jew to turn one of his own people out of their home. In Arabic
Allah says do not turn yourself out because a brother is the same as oneself. The
verse “nor turn out your own people from their dwellings. Then, (this) you ratified

and (to this) you bear witness” means when Allah upheld them to this covenant,



they ratified it; declared their approval and commitment to it, and were witnesses
to this both in person and in mind. Therefore, this is a matter in which they were

not absent to, nor was it a secret to them.

Allah # exclaimed, “After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out
a party of you from their homes, assist (their enemies) against them, in sin and
transgression.” Look what you have done to the covenant! You kill your own
people, and: “drive out a party of you from their homes”. They fight each other
and drive their people out of their homes and assist their enemies against their
people in sin and transgression. They assist and help each other in sin and

assaulting their own people.

He resumed, “And if they come to you as captives, you ransom them,
although their expulsion was forbidden to you”. After they assist in putting their
own in captivity, they collect money and ransom them. Allah # exclaimed,
“although their expulsion was forbidden to you”. Allah has forbidden them to
drive their people out in the first place. “Although their expulsion was forbidden
to you. Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest?” Do they
take and believe in part of their covenant with Allah and reject the rest? They
were upheld to these rules in their treatment of each other. The covenant ordered
them not to kill each other, not to drive each other out of their homes, not to aid
their enemies against their own people, and to ransom each other if they fell into

captivity.

The Jews were upheld to four things of the above-mentioned rules towards
each other. However, they only adhered to one of them and ignored the rest. Allah
% said, “After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out a party of you
from their homes, assist (their enemies) against them, in sin and transgression.”
They have killed each other, drove their own people out of their homes, and

helped non-Jews (their enemies) against their own. “And if they come to you as



captives, you ransom them” even though the expulsion of the captives was
forbidden to them in the first place. ““Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture
and reject the rest?”. This has happened to the Jews of Al-Madinah as well. The
Jews split their loyalty between the two tribes of the city, Banu Khazraj and Banu
Aws. When the war erupted between Banu Khazraj and Banu Aws, the Jews were
divided in favouring each party and helping them in war, which means that the
Jews Killed their own people in aiding their allies. When the war ended, the Jews
would rally in secret, collect money and ransom the Jewish captives that the
warring parties had in their hands. Their justification is that the captives are their
people and have entered the war only to help their allies. Allah has warned against
this blasphemous action for He has forbidden them to kill each other, fight each
other, or drive their own out of their homes. The only covenant they adhered to

was ransoming their captives.

Allah # said, “And if they come to you as captives, you ransom them,
although their expulsion was forbidden to you. Then do you believe in a part of
the Scripture and reject the rest?”. Allah has condemned their act in believing a
part of the scripture and rejecting the rest of it. They considered fighting each
other as a good act because they did it to help their allies. Allah said, “Then what
Is the recompense of those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of
this world”. This is Allah’s punishment for those who believe in what they want
from the scripture and reject the rest. He says, “Then what is the recompense of
those who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this world”. Their
punishment is to be disgraced in this world. Allah will disgrace them in many
ways, one of which is helping their enemies against them. These punishments are
only what Allah sends them in this life, an expedited punishment. “And on the
Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned to the most grievous torment”, their
punishment on the Day of Resurrection will be more severe than a disbeliever’s

punishment. “They shall be consigned to the most grievous torment.” Allah will



give the most severe of punishments to them because of their disbelief,
blasphemy, and lying about Allah. He tells them, “And Allah is not unaware of
what you do”. Allah has denied His unawareness of their actions for they thought
that Allah may forgive or forget. This is also why they claim Fire will only touch

them for a number of days.

Allah used the determiner, “Those” here to trivialize them when He says,
“Those are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the
Hereafter. Their torment shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped.” “Those
are they who have bought the life of this world”. They replaced the Hereafter,
sold, and abandoned it. “Their torment shall not be lightened’” on the Resurrection
Day. They will not even be granted rest for an hour, mercy, a sip of water, or a
small shadow. “Their torment shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped” in
the Hereafter. Allah shall not help them. Rather, they compelled Him to this

torment. They must suffer it.

All of this is to revoke their claim that Fire will only touch them for a
number of days. Allah has made it clear that His judgment is the exact opposite
of their claim, and that all who commit sins or are engrossed in them are the
eternal residents of Hell. Then, Allah explained that they blasphemed by breaking
His covenant. He gave examples of how they broke it. They adhered to some of
what He has ordered them to do and neglected other things. He clarified that
believing in some parts of the Scripture and rejecting others is worse than being
outright infidels. Those who do this will end up in Hell where they will face the
most severe of punishments. “Then what is the recompense of those who do so

among you?”
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,says ¥ Allah“Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the
rest? Then what is the recompense of those who do so among you, except disgrace
in the life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned
to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.” “Those
are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter. Their
torment shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped. And indeed, We gave
Musa (Moses) the Book and followed him up with a succession of Messengers.
And We gave Isa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary), clear signs and supported
him with Ruh-ul-Qudus (Gabriel). Is it that whenever there came to you a
Messenger with what you yourselves desired not; you grew arrogant? Some you
disbelieved and some you killed.” (Al-Bagara:86 - 87). This is also a part of their

crimes and disbelief, by which they deserve to spend an eternity in Hell.

Here, Allah # protests against the Children of Israel and states that He gave
Moses the Scripture; He says, “And We did certainly give Moses the Scripture”;
I.e., the Torah. He continued, “and followed up after him with messengers.” After
Moses, Allah sent a number of Prophets to the Children of Israel, the last of which
was Isa. All these messengers and prophets followed the teachings of the Torah.
Allah said this about Jesus, “And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear proofs”.
Proofs refer to the clear evidence that shows he was truly one of Allah’s Prophets
and that He was given a number of miracles to support his claim; he had the ability
to raise the dead, to make clay birds which he blew into and brought to life with
the permission of Allah, to give the blind the ability to see, to heal lepers, to know
people’s savings, and to tell them what their earnings will be the following day.
All that is considered a part of the Divine secrets. Allah is the only One Who
knows it and He told some of it to His Prophet, Jesus. All of the aforementioned



are clear proof that Jesus was truly a Prophet of Allah for He supported him with

those miracles.

Allah # continues, “and supported him with the Pure Spirit”, i.e., Jibreel,
peace be upon him, was with him and supported him; he was called the Spirit
because he talked to Prophets through their souls and hearts. Allah says, “Say,
“The holy spirit has brought it down from your Lord with the truth”. The Holy
Spirit is Jibreel, and holy means infallibility and keeping away from evil; he is as
far away from evil as can be for he 1s entrusted with Allah’s word and teachings.

He is also free from lying, refined of all that is filthy.

Jibreel aided Jesus by helping him with delivering his message and with all
the distress he faced. He was a supporter of Jesus, and Jesus was stronger thanks
to that support; especially that Jesus was sent to disbelievers. The Children of
Israel were suffering under the Roman regime. The Jewish people did not believe
Jesus and stood in his way; he had enemies everywhere; his own people and the
Romans. That is why he travelled in secret from one town to another in Palestine
preaching the word of Allah. They wanted him dead and that is why Allah sent
Jibreel to help him.

Allah says to the Children of Israel, “But is it [not] that every time a
messenger came to you, with what your souls did not desire”, "with what your
souls do not desire’ refers to the religious beliefs that do not follow what their
souls want. They wanted to keep their beliefs and desires separate from each
other. “You were arrogant?”” This means that they were too arrogant to accept
what was right. Therefore, they denied a party of those Prophets and accused them
of lying. At last, they accused Jesus of being a bastard, a liar, and a pretender, etc.
“And another party you killed”. They killed another party of the Prophets Allah
sent you to them; the last one to be killed was John, the son of Zakariah. They

killed Zakariah as well as they tried their best to kill Jesus.



These were their crimes that could be added to other ones; which are that
they believed some parts of the Torah and disbelieved the rest. How can anyone
who committed these heinous crimes expect to spend only a few days in Hell?
All of this was mentioned in the following verses, “"Some of” the Jews claim,
“The Fire will not touch us except for a number of days.” Say, "O Prophet, °
“Have you taken a pledge from Allah—for Allah never breaks His word—or are
you “just’ saying about Allah what you do not know?”” (Al-Bagarah:80) “But no!
Those who commit evil and are engrossed in sin will be the residents of the Fire.
They will be there forever.” (Al-Bagarah:81).

These people sinned, disbelieving in Allah. They were engrossed in that
sin because they believed that they would be forgiven no matter what they did.
The Children of Israel thought they were God’s Chosen People and His favourite
nation. Thus, all of them believed they were blessed because Allah blessed
Ibrahim and Israel and that they will only go to Hell for a number of days.
However, they did not take into account Allah’s judgment that a disbeliever, be
they the son of a Prophet or a descendant of Prophets, will be doomed to Hell for

eternity.

They, however, started blaming Allah for their actions saying that He
created them this way. They did not blame themselves for choosing disbelief over
belief. ,Allah says“They say, “Our hearts are unreceptive!” In fact, Allah has
condemned them for their disbelief. They have but little faith.” (Al-Bagarah:88)

“They say, “Our hearts are unreceptive!”” Unreceptive here means covered.
Allah uses the word unreceptive to indicate that guidance cannot reach them, they
are unreceptive. Allah says, “In fact, Allah has condemned them for their
disbelief”, which means that they were expelled from His mercy; they were
blinded and deafened to the truth for their disbelief. Allah has damned them

because of that. Damnation means expulsion from and deprivation of mercy.



Allah says, “So when they "persistently” deviated, Allah caused their hearts to
deviate.” When they persisted in denying in truth, Allah caused their hearts to
deviate; they could not have guidance nor did guidance approach them. He

continues, “They have but little faith.” Only a few of them believed in Allah %,

When the Prophet Mohammad # was sent, this is how they responded to
Him. Allah says, “Although they used to pray for victory "by means of the
Prophet™ over the polytheists, when there came to them a Book from Allah which
they recognized, confirming the Scripture they had "in their hands’, they rejected
it. So may Allah’s condemnation be upon the disbelievers.” (Al-Bagarah:89).

“When there came to them a Book from Allah which they recognized,
confirming the Scripture they had "in their hands™. This Book is the Holy Quran.
Allah sent the Quran to the Children of Israel which confirms the Scriptures they
already had; the Torah, the Gospel and other scriptures like the Psalms that was
sent down to David, peace be upon him. The Quran confirmed the previous
scriptures in many aspects, it taught what they preached; the monotheism of
Allah, stories of faith, stories of the unknown only to Allah, His messages, His
Paradise, His Hell, the Day of Resurrection, etc. All the previous scriptures and
the Holy Quran preach one thing and tell the same stories because all the roots of
religion are the same. The ethics and virtues of the Torah are the same as the
Quran. For example, they both say do not steal, do not commit zina, do not cheat,
do not envy, etc. The same goes for the stories of the Prophets, the beginning of
creation, the creation of Adam, his fall from grace, Satan, expulsion from
Paradise, and previous scriptures. What is in the Torah was confirmed again by
the Holy Quran; it confirms the stories of the Torah, its command of fairness, and
Allah’s Divine Law

Allah says, “Although they used to pray for victory "by means of the
Prophet™ over the polytheists”. Before Allah sent the Holy Quran and the Prophet



Mohammad %, the Children of Israel used to pray to Allah to triumph over the
disbelievers and rule over their enemies by means of a Prophet. When Jewish
people used to fight Arabs and lose the battles, they used to warn Arabs that in a
short time Allah will send them a Prophet who will fight with them and help them
triumph against the Arabs. Hence, they waited impatiently; for they knew his
description; it was mentioned in their Book. Allah ¥ says, “when there came to
them a Book from Allah which they recognized.” Allah sent them the Prophet
that He described in their Books, i.e., Mohammed #. They even knew these
descriptions better than they knew their children, as Allah says, “Those We have
given the Scripture recognize this "Prophet’ as they recognize their own

children.”

Abdallah Bin Salam, a Jewish Rabbi and scholar who believed in the
Prophet, told the Prophet that ‘I know you better than I know my child’. When he
first saw the Prophet, he said, ‘I knew his face does not belong to a liar.” Then
addressed the Prophet, asking, ‘I will ask you three questions which a Prophet
only can answer. The Prophet answered all of them correctly. Then the Jewish
man embraced Islam on the spot and said ‘I bear witness that there is no god but
Allah, and that you are His Messenger’. In the extended story he said, ‘O Prophet
of God, the Jewish are slanderers, if they knew of my conversion to Islam, they
would slander me. So, hide me here, and if they come, ask them about me’. the
Jews came to the Prophet # when he came to Al-Madinah for the first time and
settled in Quba. The Prophet explained Islam to them, told them that he was a
Prophet, and recited the Quran to them. They answered, “no, we do not believe
that the Quran is the same as the Book mentioned in our Scriptures”. They refused

to believe that Mohammad % was the Prophet of Allah.

Then the Prophet % asked them, ‘Who is Abdallah Bin Salam for you?’
They answered, ‘He is our Rabbi and the son of our previous Rabbi. He is our

scholar and the son of a scholar. He is our master and the son of our master’.



Hence, they acknowledged his superiority over them; he was a respected master,
their rabbi and scholar. He inherited his knowledge from his father. The Prophet
# asked them again, ‘What if he converted to Islam? What would you say?’ They
answered, ‘No, Allah forbid he does that’. Then, at that moment, Abdallah Bin
Salam came out of his hiding and declared, ‘I bear witness that there is no god
but Allah, and that Mohammad is His Prophet’. The Jews then changed their
opinion of him immediately and said, ‘He is the worst and the son of our worst’.
They slandered him. He then told the Prophet, ‘Do you see, Prophet of Allah?
That is what I was afraid of. They praised me then betrayed their words instantly’.

They are liars and slanderers as he described.

Allah says, “When there came to them a Book from Allah which they
recognized”. They denied the Prophet they already recognized, saying he is not
their Prophet! In the Hadith, it was mentioned that Safiyyah bint Huyayy bin
Akhtab told the story of her father who was Huyayy bin Akhtab, one of the most
notorious disbelievers and the head of the Jews in Bani Al-Nadir. He was driven
out from Bani Al-Nadir. He then left for Khaybar and was killed there. She said,
“I was loved by my father Huyayy and by my uncle, if I went to them, they
welcomed me and took me in their arms, as is the case with the father when he
sees his young daughter, and the uncle when he sees his niece”. She continued,
“one day, my uncle came, and told my father, ‘Go visit Bani Qila, they met a man
who claimed that he was their Prophet. Will you not go and check?’ So, they went
at the break of day and came back at the end of it and | met them. They came
back defeated. By Allah, they did not welcome me as they would always do. |
heard my uncle say to my father, Is it him?”” What they mean is ‘Is he the Prophet
whom I was waiting for? Is it him? He said, ‘By Allah, it is him. The uncle asked,
‘how will we act now?’ That is, what are we going to do with it? So, he answered
‘by Allah, his enmity is what remains, by Allah, his enmity is what remains,’.

These are the words of Huyayy bin Akhtab, narrated by his daughter, Safiye who



then became a wife of the Prophet # after Khaybar. This story happened seven
years before her marriage to the Prophet, when the Prophet settled down in Quba,

Huyayy said, ‘I know that this is the Prophet, by God, his enmity remains.

Allah says, “When there came to them a Book from Allah which they
recognized, confirming the Scripture they had "in their hands’, they rejected it.”
When the Prophet they recognized from their Scripture was sent to them, they
denied and rejected him. Allah continues, “So may Allah’s condemnation be upon
the disbelievers.” This is Allah’s Judgement that will always afflict them; they

are damned and expelled from His mercy because of their disbelief.

Then Allah ¥ clarifies the reason for their disbelief, He says, “How
wretched is that for which they sold themselves - that they would disbelieve in
what Allah has revealed through [their] outrage that Allah would send down His
favour upon whom He wills from among His servants. So, they returned having
[earned] wrath upon wrath. And for the disbelievers is a humiliating punishment.
(Al-Bagarah:90)

“How wretched is that for which they sold themselves.” Miserable may the
thing they sold their souls for. Allah says, “Is that for which they sold themselves
- that they would disbelieve in what Allah has revealed through [their] outrage
that Allah would send down His favour upon whom He wills from among His
servants.” They adopted envy and sold their souls to the devil. And replaced it
with what? With disbelief. “That they would disbelieve in what Allah has
revealed through [their] outrage that Allah would send down His favour upon

whom He wills from among His servants.”

Aggressive resentment means envy. Envy was what made them deny the
Prophet # because they had hoped that prophecy would be theirs; the descendants
of Jacob and the Children of Israel. When the Prophet turned out to be a
descendant of Ismael, they envied him and his people.



Allah # says, “How wretched is that for which they sold themselves - that
they would disbelieve in what Allah has revealed through [their] outrage that
Allah would send down His favour upon whom He wills from among His
servants.” They were envious that the Quran, the religion, the grace, and the great
sovereignty would go to other than them. Allah says, “upon whom He wills from
among His servants. So, they returned having [earned] wrath upon wrath.”

Returned here means earned and deserved.

Allah says, “So they returned having [earned] wrath upon wrath”. They
deserved Allah’s wrath upon a previous wrath. They denied the Prophets,
slandered Jesus, and were involved in what their fathers and ancestors committed
against the Prophets, even if their involvement meant only their agreement to
what their ancestors did. They deserved this old wrath for their long history of
crimes, then they denied Mohammad %, so they deserved another wrath of Allah.
Allah says, “And for the disbelievers is a humiliating punishment.” This is both
a threat and a promise of the humiliating punishment that is waiting for them.
This punishment is painful and degrading. This humiliation is both physical and

emotional.

Allah described numerous examples of the physical and emotional
humiliation of their punishment; one physical punishment is dragging them by
their forelocks and legs to Hell, another is thrusting them towards it. Allah ¥ says,
“The Day they are thrust toward the fire of Hell with a [violent] thrust, [its angels
will say]” (At-Toor:13). They will suffer other punishments like being hit on the

head with iron pipes and having boiling water poured over their heads.

Allah addresses them by saying, “[It will be said], "Taste! Indeed, you are
the honoured, the noble!” (Ad-Dukhan:49). This is a part of the emotional
punishment; their constant crying for they will be reprimanded constantly, and if

they cry for help, they are answered with more punishment, “And if they call for



relief, they will be relieved with water like murky oil, which scalds [their] faces.
Wretched is the drink, and evil is the resting place.” (Al-Kahf:29). This is
kindness to them and it is a humiliation; one humiliation upon another. Allah says,

“And for the disbelievers is a humiliating punishment.”

Allah #* then says, “And when it is said to them, "Believe in what Allah
has revealed,” they say, "We believe [only] in what was revealed to us." (Al-
Baqgarah:91).

The Children of Israel were told to believe in what Allah revealed and
believe in Allah through the verses of the Quran. One hundred verses of Al-
Bagarah alone invited the Children of Israel to believe in Allah, starting with the
verse, “O Children of Israel, remember My favour which I have bestowed upon
you and fulfil My covenant [upon you] that | will fulfil your covenant [from Me],
and be afraid of [only] Me.” (Al-Bagarah:40). This a clear invitation from Allah
to believe in Him. He addressed them directly, “O Children of Israel”. Then there
was Prophet Mohammad’s ¥ you have delivered” which means your message

was received, you were not sent to us.

Allah says, “And when it is said to them, "Believe in what Allah has
revealed,"” they say, "We believe [only] in what was revealed to us.” They say that
they only believe in what was revealed to them before. They are referring to the
Scriptures that were revealed to Moses. Allah says, “And they disbelieve in what
came after it, while it is the truth confirming that which is with them.” How can
you be a believer of the Torah then deny the Quran? The Quran is the completion
of the Torah; both Scriptures have the same source, and that is Allah #. The God
that sent the Torah is the same God that sent the Quran. If you deny the Quran,
you deny the Torah as well; you have denied God himself. Belief is one unit. If
you believe in Allah, you have to believe in everything He reveals and sends; you

have to believe in all of the Prophets as well, and if you deny one of them you



deny all of them. If you deny a Book that Allah has sent; you deny all of the
Books. Allah says, “And they disbelieve in what came after it”. What came after
what they were sent “while it is the truth”. What they have denied is the fixed
Truth, “confirming that which is with them”, confirming it in the doctrines and

the Divine Laws it calls for.

Allah says, “Then why did you kill the Prophets of Allah before, if you are
[indeed] believers?" If they were actually believers as they claimed to be, and that
they believe in the scriptures that they were sent, why did they kill the previous
Prophets that were sent to them? They killed John and Zakariah, and tried to kill
Jesus numerous times. They killed other Prophets before John and Jesus as well,
as was mentioned in the Hadith. They killed seventy Prophets then went to their
market at the end of the day. At the beginning of the day, they killed the Prophets;
they didn’t even mourn or arrange funerals for them, then they went to a legume
market. Legumes are the cheapest and least important of products. They did not
postpone their work in their markets to another day. Their ancestors had the habit
of killing Prophets. How would their offspring be? The Jews addressed in the
Quranic verses did not contribute to the killing but condoned what was done.
They defended those murderers, considered them as believers, and that Fire will
not touch them except for a number of days because they are Allah’s Chosen
People. They believed that no matter what crimes they committed, they will not
spend an eternity in Hell, neither will they be punished. Even if their crimes were
disbelief and murdering Prophets. “Say "Then why did you kill the Prophets of

Allah before, if you are [indeed] believers?"”.

Allah says, “And Moses had certainly brought you clear proofs. Then you
took the calf [in worship] after that, while you were wrongdoers.” (Al-

Bagarah:92).



Moses brought the Jews clear evidence that he was a Prophet of Allah. The
proofs that Moses presented were numerous; some examples are the stick or his
hand going into his pocket dark then coming out white; this one was to prove to
the Pharaoh that he was actually a Prophet. They were also a miracle to the
Children of Israel to prove that he was a Prophet of Allah. His stick that parted
the Red Sea, at Allah’s will, of course. Allah says, “...Strike with your staff the
sea," and it parted, and each portion was like a great towering mountain.” (Ash-
Shu ‘ara’:63). This stick also swallowed what the magicians concocted to nullify

the miracle.

Allah says,“And [recall] when We took your covenant and raised over you
the mount, [saying], "Take what We have given you with determination and
listen." They said [instead], "We hear and disobey." And their hearts absorbed
[the worship of] the calf because of their disbelief. Say, "How wretched is that

which your faith enjoins upon you if you should be believers." (Al-Bagarah:93).

This verse was sent as a response to the Children of Israel. They were told
to believe the Quran Allah % has sent to the prophet Mohammad % and to believe
that this prophet is the last one. They pretended to believe what was revealed
which was the Torah and Moses’ teachings. They claimed that they only follow
these and nothing else. Therefore, Allah #* replied that their response is
blasphemy itself for their denial of what has been bestowed upon Mohammad is
a denial of the Torah as well. The One who sent the Torah is the One who sent
the Furgan, the One who sent Moses is the One who resurrected Jesus and sent
Mohammad £. To deny the Quran is to deny the Torah. Denying Mohammad %
is denying Moses % as well.

Allah # says, “And when it is said to them, "Believe in what Allah has
revealed,” they say, "We believe [only] in what was revealed to us." And they

disbelieve in what came after it, while it is the truth” (Al-Bagarah:91). What was



revealed to the prophet Mohammad % in the Quran is the truth that they had in
their Scriptures. Then Allah % exposes their lie when they say that they only
believe what was revealed to them. They also do not believe in the scriptures they
already have. Allah said, “Say, "Then why did you kill the prophets of Allah
before if you are [indeed] believers?"(Al-Bagarah:91). They killed the prophets
that were sent to them. These prophets were their people and from the Children
of Israel. The Jews addressed by these verses are not the ones who killed the
prophets; their predecessors did. However, they condoned the actions of their
predecessors, believed that the Children of Israel will not spend more than a few
days in Hell, and claimed to be blessed, whether some of them killed prophets,
committed grievous sins or not. They also believed that Paradise was created for
them of all people. They contributed in the murder of the past prophets by not

condemning the murders and considering the killers to be believers still.

Allah # says, “Say, "Then why did you kill the prophets of Allah before if
you are [indeed] believers?". (Al-Bagarah:91) “And Moses had certainly brought
you clear proof. Then you took the calf [in worship] after that, while you were
wrongdoers.” (Al-Bagarah:92). This is another crime that some of their ancestors
committed. When they approved of these crimes and claimed that there are some

benefits to them, they became complicit in that crime.

Allah says, “And [recall] when We took your covenant”. The sure
covenant here is to worship Allah %, “And raised over you the mount, [saying],
"Take what We have given you with determination and listen”. This covenant
came to explain what Allah said in the following verse, “We had already taken
the covenant of the Children of Israel and had sent to them messengers. Whenever
there came to them a messenger with what their souls did not desire, a party [of

messengers] they denied, and another party they killed.” (Al-Ma’idah:70).



Allah also addressed them by saying, “And Allah said, "I am with you. If
you establish prayer and give zakat and believe in My messengers and support
them and loan Allah a goodly loan, I will surely remove from you your misdeeds
and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow. But whoever of you
disbelieves after that has certainly strayed from the soundness of the way." (Al-
Ma’idah:12). “And [recall] when We took your covenant™, on all of these matters,
“and raised over you the mount”. Once the covenant was taken, Moses was sent
with the Torah and the commandments. However, they refused to obey them. At
that point, Allah # ordered Jibreel to erect a mountain and place it over their heads
to force them to obey the covenant, He took the covenant from them while they
were in that state; they were on the ground in fear that the mountain would fall

on them, an eye on the ground, an eye looking at the mountain above.

“And [recall] when We took your covenant and raised over you the mount,
[saying], "Take what We have given you with determination and listen."”, with
effort, vigor to implement the covenant. And “listen”, listen to Allah’s words and
comply to Him. “They said [instead], "We hear and disobey."”, they heard Allah’s
words but disobeyed Him. “And their hearts absorbed [the worship of] the calf
because of their disbelief”. The love in their hearts for the calf means that they
worshipped it in truth. Allah # said, “because of their disbelief”, which means
that Allah punished them with the love of disbelief and polytheism because of
their disobedience. Allah * said, “Say, "How wretched is that which your faith
enjoins upon you if you should be believers™. If this was the belief you claim that
was sent to you, then wretched be this faith that orders you to commit all of these

heinous and blasphemous deeds.

Then Allah # says, “Say, [O Mohammad], "If the home of the Hereafter
with Allah is for you alone and not the [other] people, then wish for death, if you
should be truthful."” (Al-Bagarah:94).



This 1s the final response to their claim that they are Allah’s Chosen People,
that all of the Children of Israel are saved from torture, no matter the sins or the
acts of polytheism they commit, and that Paradise is reserved only for their people
out of all the people of earth. “Say, [O Mohammad], "If the home of the Hereafter
with Allah is for you alone”. Hereafter here refers to Paradise. It is called the
home of the Hereafter because it is the home that every believer ends and resides

in.

Allah # said this about their claim, “And they say, "None will enter
Paradise except one who is a Jew or a Christian.”. The Jews claimed that only
Jews go to Paradise. The Christian as well claimed that only Christians go to
Paradise. This verse is an objection to what they claim, “Say, [O Mohammad],
"If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is for you alone and not the [other]
people”. If it was for them alone where no one shares it with them, of all people,
“then wish for death, if you should be truthful.” Then what are they waiting for?
If they believe that going to Paradise is guaranteed, why are they still living this
life with all the misery, toil, and pain it has and where gains are tainted with
suffering? Therefore, to those who believe Paradise is guaranteed, there is no
doubt that staying in this life, or wishing to stay in this life for a long time shows
a lack of wits and understanding. Then, “then wish for death, if you should be
truthful.” Another interpretation of this verse is to wish for death as a kind of
worship to Allah. If they really believe that Allah has awarded them Paradise of
all people, then they ask Allah to take their lives if they were telling a lie. If they

do that; however, Allah will fulfil their wish. This is a challenge to them.

Scholars said this verse has two interpretations; the first one is a wish for
death if they believe Paradise is guaranteed to them alone of all people. the second
one is a wish for death as a punishment for them if they were lying. However, if
they do wish for it, Allah # will actually answer that prayer and take their lives.
Allah % ordered His Prophet # to challenge Christians by telling them, “Say,



"Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves
and yourselves, then supplicate earnestly [together] and invoke the curse of Allah

upon the liars [among us]."” (Al-‘Imran:61).

They claimed that Jesus is the son of Allah, or that he is Allah himself. And
the Prophet # said that Jesus is only a servant of Allah and His Prophet.
Therefore, he challenged them to pray to Allah * to bring doom upon the liar
between the two parties. This means, if the Christians were liars, Allah will doom
them, and vice versa. Or, they should wish for death if they were truthful and the

afterlife is reserved for them alone of all people.

Allah # says, “But never will they wish for it, ever, because of what their
hands have put forth. And Allah is Knowing of the wrongdoers.” (Al-
Bagarah:95).

They will never wish for it. The first interpretation means that they are
attached to this life, and do not wish for their life to end anyway. They are clinging
to it and do not wish to die for they know the punishment waiting for them
because of their disbelief. However, the second interpretation means that they
will never wish for death and challenge others to do it as well. They will not
challenge others because they know that if they do, Allah * will actually end their
lives. Allah # says, “But never will they wish for it, ever”. This is another proof
that the Quran is from Allah. It foretells the future that only Allah knows of. And
He knows that no Jew will challenge a Muslim over this matter ever. “But never
will they wish for it, ever because of what their hands have put forth”. They will
never do it because of the sins and acts of disbelief they committed. They know
that Allah will punish them for it and they fear the punishment awaiting them
after death. Allah % says, “And Allah is Knowing of the wrongdoers.” This is
what they say. However, only Allah knows of what is hidden in their hearts. Allah

Is All-Knowing. He knows what is in their hearts and their wrongdoings. He



described them as wrongdoers and unjust because of their lies and slanders about
Him. Injustice means taking what is rightful of someone and giving it to someone
else or to violate someone’s rights. What they have done a violation of Allah’s

rights. They put words in His mouth, then avowing that they are His words.

Then, Allah % explained that those who claim that the Hereafter belongs to
them alone of all people are the ones who cling to this life the most. He says,
“And you will surely find them the greediest of people for life”, “you will find
them” means if one were to test them, look at them, live with them, and get to
know their heart, they would find them the greediest of people for life. Being
greedy with something is to give little if it, to be stingy and cling to it. Referring
to someone as a greedy person with their money means that they give little of it
never spend it. Those are the greediest of people, “for life”. Allah # didn’t say for
their lives but said for life. This means life in any condition. Even if it was the
life of an extremely poor person, they cling to it. “[even] more than those who
associate others with Allah”. They are more attached to this life than even
polytheists who do not expect nor believe in the life after death, and believe that
this life is their only chance. A non-believer says this world is their only kingdom,
for they get only one life. As Tarafa ibn Al-Abd said in his poetry to explain why
he spent his money and tried to enjoy everything life offered, “Wine is still my
drink, and spending is my way of life until the whole tribe left me to be and |
turned into a wild animal. As you cannot save me from death let me offer death,
right now, all this hand can hold.” If you cannot prevent my death, let me come
to it; let me go to it with all I can offer. Let me enjoy what | have for | only live
once. This polytheist that only believes in one life, and does not believe in the
Hereafter can live life to the fullest. He does not cling to it as Jews do. Even
though they claim that the Hereafter and Allah's Paradise were only created for
them of all people. Doesn’t it make more sense for the one who believes that

Paradise was created for them of all people and that every single Jew ends up in



heaven to be less attached to life and if death comes. Hence, they should welcome
it when it comes. Rather, they should wish for it and wish to move to Allah’s
eternal residence. However, they do not wish for death and hope to stay alive

forever.

At the Battle of Badr, the Prophet £ gave this sermon at the Battle of Badr
and said, “By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, if you fight in the cause of Allah
with patience and seeking reward, facing the enemy and not running away, will
enter Paradise.” The Prophet £ swore by Allah the day of the Battle of Badr.
‘Umair b. al- Humam al-Ansari, May Allah be pleased with him, “The polytheists
(now) advanced (towards us), and the Messenger of Allah £ said. Get up to enter
Paradise which is equal in width to the heavens and the earth. 'Umair b. al-
Humam al-Ansari said then, Messenger of Allah, is Paradise equal in extent to
the heavens and the earth? He said, “yes”. 'Umair said, My goodness! The
Messenger of Allah % asked him, “What prompted you to utter these words (i. e.
my goodness! ')’? He answered, Messenger of Allah, nothing but the desire that
| will be among its residents. He said, “Thou art (surely) among its residents”. He
took out dates from his bag and began to eat them. Then he said, If | were to live
until | have eaten all these dates of mine, it would be a long life. (The narrator
said), He threw away all the dates he had with him. Then he fought the enemies

.until he was killed

said that the Jews, in spite of their claim that heavens are only for ¥ Allah

them of all people, are “the greediest of people for life - [even]| more than those
.who associate others with Allah.”, even more than polytheists“One of them
wishes that he could be granted life a thousand years”, one of the Jews “wishes
that he could be granted life a thousand years”, to stay alive in this life for a whole
ten thousand years. Allah says, “but it would not remove him in the least from the
[coming] punishment that he should be granted life”. Staying in this life this long

will not prevent the inevitable punishment that will befall them for their false



beliefs, for denying the prophet Mohammad %, and for denying the last religion.
There is no doubt that they will end up in Hell for eternity no matter how long
they stay alive, “but it would not remove him in the least from the [coming]
punishment that he should be granted life. And Allah is Seeing of what they do.”
Allah # is Omniscient; all of what they do is under His scrutiny and there is

nothing that He does not know of their labor.

Then He says, “Say, "Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel - it is [none but] he
who has brought it [i.e., the Qur’an] down upon your heart, [O Mohammad], by
permission of Allah, confirming that which was before it and as guidance and
good tidings for the believers."” (Al-Baqarah:97). “Whoever is an enemy to Allah
and His angels and His messengers and Jibreel and Michael - then indeed, Allah

is an enemy to the disbelievers.” (Al-Bagarah:98).

This is yet another example of the many blasphemous acts of the Jews.
They asked the Prophet £ ‘who brings revelation to you?’ He answered, “Jibreel’,
they replied, ‘he is our enemy among Angels’. These people declared that the
angel Jibreel who brings revelation to the Prophet % is their enemy among the
angels. Jibreel, the angel, is Allah’s Spirit, His trustee with the revelation to all
the prophets; he was sent to Moses, he was sent to Jesus, and he was sent to
Mohammad #. He carried Allah’s Message to prophets and messengers. He is
Allah’s Trusted angel. If a person claimed to believe then were to antagonize the
messenger of Allah, then they antagonize Allah as well. Allah is the one who
chose the messenger. Allah orders the Prophet % to inform that to those who

pretend to be believers yet do the exact opposite of what belief require.

“Say, "Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel - it is [none but] he who has
brought it [i.e., the Qur’an] down upon your heart, [O Mohammad], by
permission of Allah”. The Quran was revealed as words from Jibreel that the

Prophet # heard, then these words settled in his heart. It wasn’t brought down as



written words that were handed to the Prophet #. Rather, the Quran was revealed
to him by having Jibreel recite it as he heard it from Allah %, Then the Prophet
heard it and it settles in his heart. As Allah # says, “Move not your tongue with
it, [O Mohammad], to hasten with it [i.e., recitation of the Qur’an]” (Al-
Qiyamah:16). “Indeed, upon Us is its collection” in your heart, “and [to make
possible] its recitation” with your tongue, “Then upon Us is its clarification [to
you].” (Al-Qiyamah:19).

When the revelation departed after Jibreel recited the verses to the Prophet
2, the Prophet came back from the burden of the revelation, in full awareness of
what has been said, memorizing it in full. The Prophet % could not speak when
the revelation was brought down, neither was he given papers or books to read
the Quran from. Rather, the Quran was brought down upon his heart. Allah #
says, “it is [none but] he”, Jibreel “who has brought it [i.e., the Qur’an] down

upon your heart”, a reading that settled in the Prophet’s heart with Allah’s will.

Jibreel did not write the Quran, nor was this Quran revealed to a man of
Children of Israel. Jibreel did not reassign the prophesy to someone to another
man among the Arabs nor did he act as he liked. He was sent with the Quran from
Allah # to deliver to Mohammad ibn Abdallah £, the prophet chosen by Allah.
Therefore, it is Jibreel who has brought the Quran down upon your heart O
Mohammad, by permission of Allah. “Confirming that which was before it”. The
Quran came down confirming the Scriptures that came before it; the Torah, the
Gospel and other Scriptures sent to previous prophets. “And as guidance and good
tidings for the believers.”, Allah # stated that the Quran serves as guidance to all
people, especially to believers. He said, “This is the Book about which there is
no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah.” (Al-Bagarah:2). He also said,
“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Quran, a guidance
for the people” (Al-Bagarah:185).



“And good tidings for the believers.” The Quran came to bear the good
news of Paradise, of forgiveness, and of a good life. “Whoever does
righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer - We will surely
cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward [in the
Hereafter] according to the best of what they used to do.” (An-Nahl:97). This is
good tidings for believers because the Quran came to preach to them the mercy

of Allah, His bounty, and benevolence in this world and the after.

Allah # says, “Say, whoever is an enemy to Gabriel - it is [none but] he
who has brought it [i.e., the Qur’an] down upon your heart, [O Mohammad], by
permission of Allah, confirming that which was before it and as guidance and
good tidings for the believers" (Al-Bagarah:97) “Whoever is an enemy to Allah
and His angels and His messengers and Jibreel and Michael - then indeed, Allah

is an enemy to the disbelievers.” (Al-Bagarah:98).

Islamic scholars explained the reason behind these verses; the Jews once
asked the Prophet 2, ‘Who brings revelation to you?’ He answered, ‘Jibreel’, they
replied, ‘he is our enemy among Angels, he brings war’. The angel they like is

Michael because he brings harvest and rain.

says, “Say, "Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel - it is [none but] he ¥ Allah
who has brought it [i.e., the Qur’an] down upon your heart, [O Mohammad], by
permission of Allah, confirming that which was before it”. Whoever antagonizes
for he is Allah’s holy Spirit who is entrusted ¥ Jibreel also antagonizes Allah
.with the revelation, and the one Allah sends with revelation to all the prophets
He is also the one who .2 He was sent to Moses, to Jesus, and to Mohammad
revealed the Qur’an to the Prophet’s heart. The Qur’an was not sent down to
as written words. Rather, Jibreel recited the verses, then Allah # Mohammad

.made them settle in the Prophet’s heartThe Qur’an believes and acknowledges



the Torah and the Gospel. “And as guidance and good tidings for the believers.".

It serves as guidance to all people, and it brings good tidings to believers.

Allah # says, “Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and His
messengers and Gabriel and Michael - then indeed, Allah is an enemy to the
disbelievers.” (Al-Bagarah:98). Who believes in Allah should glorify Him, love
Him and love His angels. Angels follow Allah’s orders, love Him, and believe in
all of His messengers. He is the one who chose these messengers and sent them
down. If a person antagonizes one of them, it is as if they antagonize Allah #,
“Whoever is an enemy to Allah” means to be an enemy to Allah, His angels and

His messengers.

Then Allah mentions Jibreel to specify after generalizing and to explain the
Jews’ hatred of him. The Jews hated Jibreel who revealed the message to
Mohammad #£, either for their claim that he brought war or for thinking that he
transferred the message from a person of the Children of Israel to the Prophet
Mohammad 2 of the Arabs. Allah never ordered one of His angels to do such a
thing nor did He allow it. How would Allah allow an angel to do this falsehood!
Or how would an angel dare to do that without His permission! Michael is a
messenger of Allah and does what he was ordered to do. There is no difference
between believing in Michael and Jibreel; both of them do what Allah orders them
to do. Each one He assigned to a job. Both believe in Him and carry out His

commands.

Allah # says, “Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers”; belief in Allah should
include the belief in all of His angels and all of his messengers for belief is but
one unit. Whoever singles out an angel of Allah, saying ‘I believe in Allah but
despise this angel’, then he might as well despise and disbelieve Allah Himself.
The same goes for those who say ‘I believe in this prophet of Allah but do not
believe in this one or I hate him’, then he has disbelieved in Allah and all of his



other messengers Because Allah is the One who chose all of the messengers,
“Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and His messengers and Gabriel
and Michael - then indeed, Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers.” (Al-
Baqgarah:98).

All of this came in the context of clarifying the Jews’ contradiction in their
understanding of faith, and their claim that they believe in the Torah and its
commandments, and in Moses as well. They deny other prophets and that means
they deny the Torah and Moses because belief is one unit. If someone picks and
chooses with faith or denies one of its branches, they deny all of it. If they deny
one prophet, they deny all of them. If they antagonize one of Allah’s angels, they

antagonize Allah and all of His angels and prophets.

Allah # says, “And We have certainly revealed to you verses [which are]
clear proofs, and no one would deny them except the defiantly disobedient.” (Al-
Bagarah:99). In the end, Allah says that the Qur’an and the verses sent down to
Mohammad £ are clear proofs. “And We have certainly revealed” Allah confirms
that He is the one who revealed these verses to Mohammad %. “And We have
certainly revealed to you”, addressing the prophet #. In Arabic, ‘Aya’ (verse)
means a sign. Therefore, all the verses of the Qur’an are “Clear proofs”. They are
evident and clear proof. Arabs say “Morning is clear to those who see it”. Every
person with eyes, for example, can see the morning. What proves that Allah is the
One to send these verses is clear to those who read it; it is clearly not written by
the prophet £. This Qur’an cannot be written nor attributed to anyone but Allah.
He says, “And it was not [possible] for this Qur’an to be produced by other than
Allah” (Ytnus:37).

Allah says, “and no one would deny them except the defiantly
disobedient”. Only the disobedient deny the clear proofs. Those are renegades

who do not follow Allah’s way. To disobey is to renegade, and what they did is



a disobedience of religion. This verse came to clarify that the Jews’ denial of the
Quran sent down to Mohammad % is an act of disbelief and an opposition to
Allah. Moreover, their claim that they believe in what was sent to them is false
because when they were told to believe in the Qur’an they answered “we only
believe in what was sent to us”. This is Disbelief itself. They denied what Allah
sent to Mohammad % even though they claim to believe in what Allah sent to
Moses. Who believes in what Allah sent down to Moses should believe in what

He sent to Mohammad . Allah was the one who sent all the prophets on earth.

Allah # says, “Is it not [true] that every time they took a covenant a party

of them threw it away? But, [in fact], most of them do not believe.” (Al-

Bagarah:100).

This is the inherent nature of the Jews. “Every time they took a covenant
a party of them threw it away? But, [in fact], most of them do not believe.” (Al-
Baqarah:100). “Is it not [true] that every time they took a covenant” with Allah
or with anyone they threw it away. This is their nature. Throwing it away means
to get rid of it carelessly. Saying for example, ‘I ate a date and threw the pit
away’. “Is it not [true] that every time”, which means constantly. “They took a
covenant”, a covenant is a true pledge, “party of them threw it away? But, [in
fact], most of them do not believe”. Most of them; most of the Children of Israel
did not believe, only a few of them believed in Allah. That is why only a few
embraced Islam when the Prophet £ was alive, he said, "Had only ten Jews
(amongst their chiefs) believe me, all the Jews would definitely have believed

me”. .died and only ten Jews embraced Islam % The Prophet
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,says ¥ Allah“And when a messenger from Allah came to them confirming
that which was with them, a party of those who had been given the Scripture
threw the Scripture of Allah [i.e., the Torah] behind their backs as if they did not
know [what it contained]” “And they followed [instead] what the devils had
recited during the reign of Solomon. It was not Solomon who disbelieved, but the
devils disbelieved, teaching people magic and that which was revealed to the two
angels at Babylon, Hartt and Martit. But they [i.e., the two angels] do not teach
anyone unless they say, "We are a trial, so do not disbelieve [by practicing
magic]." And [yet] they learn from them that by which they cause separation
between a man and his wife. But they do not harm anyone through it except by
permission of Allah. And they [i.e., people] learn what harms them and does not
benefit them. But they [i.e., the Children of Israel] certainly knew that whoever
purchased it [i.e., magic] would not have in the Hereafter any share. And
wretched is that for which they sold themselves, if they only knew”. (Al-
Bagarah:101-102)

Allah sent the Prophet Mohammad % to the Jews “confirming that which
was with them”. This prophet came confirming the pillars of religion they already
believed in. It preached the worship of Allah alone without a partner, belief in
His messengers, good morals, and the teachings in the Torah and the Gospel. All
of the Holy Scriptures are one Divine Law, as Allah says, “He has ordained for
you of religion what He enjoined upon Noah and that which We have revealed to
you, [O Mohammad], and what We enjoined upon Abraham and Moses and Jesus
- to establish the religion and not be divided therein. Difficult for those who
associate others with Allah is that to which you invite them. Allah chooses for
Himself Whom He wills and guides to Himself whoever turns back [to Him]”

(Ash-Shiira:13). They are one religion and one Divine Law. Religion is a moral



message, and all religions teach the same morals of honesty, loyalty,
righteousness, and maintaining a good relationship with others. What Allah

ordered the Jews and Christians to uphold is what He ordered Muslims to uphold.

“Confirming that which was with them”, said, “a party of those who had
been given the Scripture threw the Scripture of Allah [i.e., the Torah] behind their
backs as if they did not know [what it contained]”. The Prophet Mohammad
was sent to them with a religion that is an extension to the religion that Moses
preached; it is but one line and one road for and confirms what they already have

with them.

“a party of those who had been given the Scripture threw the Scripture of
Allah [i.e., the Torah] behind their backs”, throwing away is to get rid of
something carelessly. The Scripture that they threw away refers to all of Allah’s
Scriptures “a party of those who had been given the Scripture threw the Scripture
of Allah [i.e., the Torah]”. The Torah was the first Scripture they threw away
because it called for the belief in Mohammad %, mentioned his descriptions, and
ordered them to follow him. They threw away the Qur’an, as well; Allah’s Book

that was revealed to Mohammad .

Allah says, “O Children of Israel, remember My favour which I have
bestowed upon you and fulfil My covenant [upon you] that I will fulfil your
covenant [from Me], and be afraid of [only] Me.” (Al-Bagarah:40) “And believe
in what | have sent down confirming that which is [already] with you, and be not
the first to disbelieve in it. And do not exchange My signs for a small price, and
fear [only] Me. (Al-Bagarah:41). This Qur’an is a message addressed to them as
well. It ordered them to believe in it and to believe in this Prophet. They denied

this Book, too, throwing it behind their backs.

Allah says, “as if they did not know [what it contained]”. Allah called them

out when they denied the Torah and its commandments. They threw the Qur’an



away behind their backs as if they did not know what it contained. As if they were
the same as ignorant people, that Allah did not send a Book to and did not teach
anything. They feigned ignorance. They abandoned the Prophet Mohammad
when they knew for a fact that he was actually a Prophet, they abandoned the
Qur’an knowing fully that it was the Book of Allah.

After throwing all of this away, what did they replace it with? Allah says,
“And they followed [instead] what the devils had recited during the reign of
Solomon.” They abandoned faith in the Book that guided them and replaced it
with magic, sorcery, and lies against Allah's prophets and messengers. “And they
followed [instead] what the devils had recited”. A devil is a rebel from the Jinn.

They are the disbelievers among the Jinn who rebelled against Allah.

“During the reign of Solomon”. The Prophet Sulaiman (Solomon) was one
of the prophets of the Children of Israel, he is Sulaiman bin Dawood, his father
was a prophet and he was a prophet as well. A king prophet; for Allah made David
king and Sulaiman inherited the reign of his father an